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To Whom The Power? 


IT is 119 years since the citizens of Bristol took over the Bristol Dock Company 
in 1848. Since then after the municipal elections each year, the City Council 
has sent down to Queen Square a selected number of aldermen and councillors 
to direct the fortunes of the City’s Port. These members of the Docks Gommittee 
as the City Council calls them and of the Port of Bristol Authority as the world 
knows them, are unpaid. Their only privilege is their duty—to secure the good 
management of the Port. The names of many past members are already forgot- 
ten in relation to the Port they served. Men who have freely taken on such 
responsibility deserve better than to be forgotten and that they may be re- 
membered is the first purpose of this work. 

Accordingly, information about every member from 1848 to 1899 is given on 
later pages in the alphabetical order of their names. The principal sources of 
information are also given. The Victorians, even with their more restricted list 
of voters, took greater interest in the public men of their city than we seem to do 
today and the local press, local annalists and local publishers responded to this 
interest. 

It was thought to bring this record up to the present year, but Victorian and 
earlier sources yielded more material and required more comment than was 
anticipated. So the vital years from 1900 onwards cannot fairly be crowded 
into this one volume even though much basic work about the present century 
has already been done. 

The nineteenth century at the Port of Bristol is more richly interesting than 
any before. We can get near the men who ruled the Port, learn what they said 
and did and, often, find out why. Men are personalities now, not names known 
only in the context of events. The mediaeval look of the tidal harbour ended 
with the building of the entrance locks at Hotwells between the years 1803 and 
1809 and during the rest of the century a long struggle for power over the Port 
took place. We shall not clearly understand the history of the century without 
knowing the men concerned and their motives. Those who want shadowy 
buccaneers will, of course, slip back a further century or two. Most of us browsed 
there when young. Those who want subtler and surer things will find the 
nineteenth century interesting. 

The nineteenth-century scene at Bristol Port is hardly ever without comedy 
or irony and for those with serious intent it can be a classic study of a port and 
its government, a port bereft of its eighteenth-century fortune, slowly finding a 
way to prosperity and doing so without the good fortune of Liverpool which 
had the roaring industrial revolution spring up behind its back, and without 
the wealth and inevitable trade of the capital city of London. At Bristol the 
principles of port government and finance can be seen working themselves out 
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through the long years without great slices of luck to obscure issues and make 
mistakes look master strokes. 

To understand the second half of the century we must first try to find the 
truth from 1802 to 1848 about the Bristol Dock Company, that extortionary 
body which according to Victorian legend crippled the energies and exertions 
of rising Bristol citizens. 

In 1791 the Society of Merchant Venturers had asked the Bristol Corporation 
to set up with them a joint Committee to consider the improvement of the City 
harbour which eight miles up-river from the deep water of the Bristol Channel 
still endured twice daily a large rise and fall of tide. War with France broke out 
in 1793 and continued without respite until the peace of the Treaty of Amiens 
in 1802. Meanwhile the Merchant Venturers had paid engineers to prepare 
plan after plan and to the engineer, William Jessop, belongs the technical 
credit for the 1802 concept of the massive dockisation of the Port rivers Avon 
and Frome above entrance locks to be built at Hotwells; massive, that is, for the 
scale of the times and providing, it is thought, the largest enclosed area of dock 
water in the Kingdom up to that date. There should be no underestimation of 
the scale of the scheme. To provide a dock with some 80 acres of non-tidal 
water space is an achievement by any standard at any time. The Royal Edward 
Dock at Avonmouth has, for example, a water area of 73 acres including later 
additions to the original 1908 area. 

The spring of 1802 was a springtime of peace after the rigours of the nine 
years of war with France and on the 22nd February, 1802, the Joint Committee 
of the Bristol Corporation and the Society of Merchant Venturers approved 
Mr. Jessop’s plan for making a Floating Harbour. The Bristol Corporation, 
with many Merchant Venturers among its members, was a closed body selecting 
its own members when vacancies arose and spending its revenues including the 
city dues on shipping and cargoes without disclosing its accounts even to free- 
men of the City. The entrance locks and basin at Hotwells with a new course 
for the overflow of the River Avon and so forth, were estimated to cost £150,000, 
then £200,000 and later, on extension of plans, £250,000. Mr. Jessop was an 
optimistic estimator. 

The corrupt Corporation had no intention of spending such money on the 
harbour it claimed by ancient charter. Besides, there was a precedent. In 1758 
the Corporation, pleading lack of funds, had made arrangements for the Society 
of Merchant Venturers to repair certain quays and, further, to build more 
quayage at the south end of the Narrow Quay and along the Grove. In return 
the Corporation granted the Society at a rental of £10 per annum a lease until 
1863 of the Corporation’s Wharfage Dues, a separate impost from the Town 
and Mayor’s dues. Chroniclers say the Society’s capital outlay had not been 
large and even with maintenance was much more than adequately repaid by 
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the growth of the Wharfage Dues. Be that as it may, the Merchants in 1802 
either would not or could not finance the scheme for the Floating Harbour. 

The Joint Committee of Corporation and Merchants met three times solely 
to consider this problem of finding the money and at a meeting on the 8th 
March 1802 the concept of forming the Bristol Dock Company took shape. 

The scheme was eventually set forth in the Bristol Dock Act, 1803 which is 
an early masterpiece of legal and financial manipulation. 

The Joint Committee came unanimously to the following decisions among 
others concerning the promotion of the Bristol Dock Company. 

Share Capital: £150,000 to be subscribed for in £100 shares at four per cent. 

per annum for the first six years and up to 8 per cent. thereafter. 

Loan Capital: £50,000 to be borrowed on Mortgage, interest guaranteed by 
the Corporation and the Merchant Venturers as may be agreed. (This 
guarantee was deleted by the Corporation during the passage of the 1803 
Bill through Parliament.) 

Board of Directors: 27. 

g being the Mayor and 8 members of the Corporation. 
g being the Master and 8 members of the Merchant Venturers. 
g being elected by and out of subscribers possessed of at least ten shares. 

Chairman: The Mayor and the Master would alternate as Chairman at 
Directors’ and General Meetings. In their absence, a Subscribers’ Director 
could preside. 

All existing rights of the Corporation and the Merchant Venturers were 
reserved. (Thus the Town, Mayor’s, Wharfage and other charges were to 
be collected by the Corporation and the Merchant Venturers as before.) 

The 1803 Act eventually gave the right for all members of the Corporation 
and of the Merchant Venturers to vote at General Meetings of the Company. 
The close Corporation and the Merchant Venturers had secured power without 
financial responsibility. 

The Company were to contribute and did contribute £500 a year to a Sinking 
Fund to redeem Share and Loan Capital and when that was done, the dock 
works would become the property of the Corporation. 

By the 1803 Act the Bristol Dock Company upon completion of the dock 
works could collect dues on foreign and coastal shipping and on goods brought 
in from “Parts beyond the Seas but not brought Coastwise or by Inland Navi- 
gation” unless “of Foreign Growth or Importation’’, an addition of the 1808 
Act. Dues were not payable to the Company on “‘Corn, Flour, Rice and other 
Articles of Provision”. Over counter, over quay, over long years echoed the 
last four words in argument. The Company did not discharge or load ships; 
this work was done as before at the City quays and private wharves a mile away 
up the harbour from the entrance locks at Hotwells. The Dock Company was, 
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as it were, a doorkeeper. The Company owned and worked the various locks 
and was under obligation, an onerous obligation before the advent of dredgers, 
“to keep up the Water to the Level of the Sixteen-Feet-Gauge Mark at the 
lower end of the Quays of Bristol’’. There were two entrance locks side by side 
at Hotwells. The north lock was about 200 feet long and 45 feet wide, the south 
about 185 feet long and about 35 feet wide according to Ashmead’s Map of 
Bristol, 1813-1828. 

For the ships of the time and of the foreseeable future the locks were fully 
adequate. In “‘Records of Bristol Ships, 1800-1838”? Grahame Farr includes the 
3-decked ship ““Fame”’ built in Bristol in 1801 with a length of 118 feet and a 
breadth of 31 feet; the ‘William Miles’? Luilt by Hilhouse at Bristol for the 
Jamaica trade in 1808 was 128 feet in length and 32 feet in breadth; the “St. 
George” built at Chester in 1828 and the heaviest tonnage registered at Bristol 
up to 1828 had a length of 131 feet and breadth of 32 feet. The famous steamship 
“Great Western”’ launched by floatation at Wapping in July, 1837, was 207 feet 
long and nearly 32 feet in breadth. The ‘“‘Fame”’ mentioned above was built 
for the Bristol_Jamaica trade, but chartered by the East India Company and 
Grahame Farr states that though the “Fame” was one of the largest Bristol 
ships she was one of the smallest in the East India Company’s fleet. For the 
Bristol trade, nevertheless, the 1803 larger lock appears to have been adequate 
until the trading voyages in 1838 of the ““Great Western” which discharged and 
loaded by means of small craft at Kingroad at the mouth of the Avon. The lock 
was thus adequate for its trade for a greater length of time than any main 
entrance lock to be built at the Port until the building of the Royal Edward 
Lock, 1901-1908. 

To revert to the year 1802, the first subscription list for £150,000 in £100 
shares was launched in Bristol on the 31st May 1802 shortly after the Treaty of 
Amiens. Optimism was in the air. Government stock yielded somewhat less 
than 5 per cent. The subscription list for the Bristol Dock Company was fully 
subscribed by the 19th June. Shortly afterwards, the harbour scheme was 
extended to include the Redcliff arm of the Avon. This meant that Bathurst 
Basin and its Lock, ‘Totterdown Lock and the Feeder Canal were added to the 
original scheme and a much longer diversion of the River Avon became neces- 
sary. [he estimates went up, subscribers withdrew and a new and larger sub- 
scription list was opened and filled. The Bristol Dock Act received Royal Assent 
on the 11th August 1803 and shows to posterity the names of the 242 original 
shareholders. Among them were 5 out of 12 Bristol aldermen and 10 out of 30 
Common Councillors, at least 9 Merchant Venturers and 27 partners in the 
various Bristol banking companies. Of the many Bristol shipowners, as distinct 
from the swarms of ship-share dabblers, only two large ship-owners, Alderman 
Thomas Daniel and John Maxse, and eight smaller owners are in the 1809 list. 
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Some shipowners backed out of the original subscription list when the Floating 
Harbour reach was extended to include the part of the Avon that flowed past 
Redcliff. If the Redcliff Avon had remained in its immemorial tidal state, free 
from the Dock Company’s dues, this stretch of river would have been a haven 
indeed for shipowners despite the fact that the preamble to the 1803 Act reads 
like a litany of harbour evils which the Bristol Dock Company was brought into 
being to cure. Lowbridge and Richard Bright withdrew subscriptions for £4,500, 
the Ames family for £3,500, the Protheroes for £2,500 and Evan Baillie for 
£,1,000. Shipowners Thomas King and Pinney joined with these in opposing 
the Bill in Parliament but failed in their efforts. 

In 1803, war with France began again and lasted until 1815. Prices and costs 
rose. The quartern loaf in Bristol rose from 83d. in May 1802 to 1 /- in January 
1805, 1/1d. by 1809 and 1/5d. by 1813. The dock works were completed in 
1809. Mr. Jessop’s optimistic estimates were submerged and the capital settled 
down at £326,000 in shares and £268,000 in 5 per cent. mortgages, £594,000 in 
all. Further parliamentary powers had been obtained for these capital increases 
and the 1808 Act also increased for the most part the dues on goods from foreign, 
but not the tonnage rates on ships except certain coasters. 

A pyramid of dues had now been built up at the Port. 

To the Corporation or their servants:— 

Town Dues. 

The Mayor’s Dues. 

The Water Bailiff’s fees. 

The Quay Warden’s fees. 

The Corn Measurer’s fees. 

To the Merchant Venturers:— 

Dues for Wharfage, Tonnage, Carriage, Gannage, Cranage and Plankage. 
To the Bristol Dock Company:— 

Entry dues on ships and foreign goods. 

Feeder Canal Tolls. 

According to evidence before the Municipal Reform Commissioners in 1835 
the Haven Master, receiving £100 from the Corporation and £100 from the 
Merchant Venturers, also collected fees, the largest sum in fees being £140 in 
1825. Mariners also paid to have St. Augustine’s drawbridge opened and so 
forth and so forth. 

This jungle of charges and the total thereof was soon and for long the cause of 
bitter complaints. The Dock Company’s dues were, and rightly so, the highest 
of the many charges levied and for forty years the Dock Company bore the 
brunt of the attack. The Corporation of 1803 had indeed fabricated a scapegoat, 
but a simple analysis of the Company’s published accounts soon shows the 
Company’s dilemma. In four fairly typical years, 1814, 1824, 1834, 1844, the 
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Company spent on average £7,469 in working the locks, maintaining their 
dock works and paying general expenses. The purely dock income for those 
years averaged £22,938, mostly from tonnage rates on ships and dues on goods, 
so that on average in those four years there was left available £15,469 with 
which to pay to interest to those people who had provided the capital. If 5 per 
cent. were regarded as a moderate enough return on the total capital of £594,000 
then an annual sum of £29,700 would be required. Only £15,469 was the aver- 
age available. Interest at 5 per cent. had to be and was paid annually on the 
mortgages of £268,000 and after finding this £13,400 and £500 for the Sinking 
Fund, the shareholders with £326,000 subscribed would be left on the average 
of these four years with £1,569 whereas a yield of 5 per cent. would have needed 
£16,300. 

It was twenty years before a dividend of 1 per cent. was paid on the shares in 
1823 and over the period of forty years from 1809 to 1848 the average dividend 
was 14 per cent. No dividend was paid from 1844 to 1848 during which time 
large sums were spent on arrears of maintenance and on building a new lock 
designed by I. K. Brunel at Hotwells. Clearly, the Dock Company’s dues were 
far from excessive from the angle of interest on capital expended. 

Agitation for a reduction in the Dock Company’s dues was for many years a 
chronic complaint. Wells says that in 1823 the year of the Dock Company’s first 
dividend—1 per cent.—the Chamber of Commerce was formed for the express 
purpose of united action by manufacturers and merchants to obtain reduction 
of dues. This laudable intent was not accompanied by any inspiration as to how 
it could be achieved at the same time as the solvency of the Dock Company 
and far more remote was any thought of a reasonable annual return for the 
shareholders on their capital. 

Inspiration of a sort was not lacking in 1836, the year after the reform of the 
ancient and hitherto self-elective Corporation into a Council elected by those 
on the burgess roll. In 1836 the City Council, the Society of Merchants, the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Great Western Steamship Company set up a 
Committee to look into harbour grievances. ‘To the reduction of dues, proposals 
were now added for capital expenditure of the order of £100,000 and a capital 
reconstruction of the Company. The scheme reads more like a financial fantasy 
than the recommendations of a body of men with any sense of realism. ‘The Dock 
Company regretted that the labours of so important a Committee had termi- 
nated in a result so little likely to be productive of any practical effect, and took 
no action. When pressed, the Company suggested that those discontented 
should buy the Company’s property and carry out the proposals they advocated. 
Negotiations foundered when the Company asked that a 3 per cent. return on 
shareholders’ capital should be the basis for the sale. 

In September 1846 the Free Port Association was formed. Led by prominent 
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men in the City an agitation was worked up. Pamphlets were published, meet- 
ings held, enrolment books opened and subscriptions collected. Wells states that 
an Operatives’ Free Port Association was formed among the working classes 
who subscribed liberally to the funds. It was a foretaste of the almost religious 
fervour of the Victorians on popular issues and, more sinister, of the twentieth- 
century drumming up of the populace by propaganda. 

The presiding genius, Robert Bright, became a popular local hero. He was 
a Bristol shipowner of the firm of Gibbs Bright & Co. and a Bristol director of 
the Great Western Railway Company to which he subscribed £25,900 in 1833. 
Both he and his father, Richard Bright, a West Indian proprietor and a ship- 
owner who had withdrawn from the Dock subscription list of 1802, received 
payments from the Compensation Fund under the Slave Abolition Act 1833. 
Robert Bright was also associated with the Great Western Steamship Company 
who were much aggrieved with the Dock Company. It was alleged that it was 
unsafe for the steamship “Great Western’? to come to the City Docks and as 
already mentioned, the ship was discharged and loaded by use of smaller craft 
at the mouth of the Avon. This was well within the limits of the Port and the 
Dock Company charged their dues on ship and cargo. 

Whatever private interests lay behind the public agitation it was clearly time 
for a change, a change that should have wiped out the obsolete and ancient 
dues of the Corporation and of the Merchant Venturers and charged only one 
set of dock dues based on the live capital for dock works from 1803 onward and 
on the running costs and maintenance of the Port. The Free Port Association 
prepared a scheme for the transfer of the Dock Company’s property to the 
Corporation. The Association negotiated acceptance of the scheme both with a 
Committee of the Corporation and with the Dock Company. The Company’s 
shares which by increased calls in the early years had been subscribed up to 
£147. 9. 0. were to be redeemable by the Corporation at £97. 15. 6. The 
Corporation Committee also agreed under the Free Port Association’s scheme 
to reduce the tonnage rates on shipping to the extent of an estimated £9,400 a 
year. 

And where was the £9,400 a year coming from now the scapegoat and its 
shareholders were no more to be available? From the enthusiastic citizens, or 
rather, such as paid the City rates. There was precedent for this. The unreformed 
Corporation in 1803 made one little slip, apart of course from the over-reaching 
blunder of foisting an improper scheme on investors instead of improving the 
harbour themselves. In 1802 and 1803 when the share capital was to be first 
£150,000 and then £200,000, it was proposed that the Dock Company should 
issue 5 per cent. mortgages to the extent of £50,000 to defray the estimated cost 
of Dock works which had risen to £250,000. This annual interest of £2,500 was 
to be guaranteed by the Corporation and the Merchant Venturers on default 
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of the Company. While the Bill was in Parliament the Corporation took fright 
at this financial commitment. The clause was deleted in the Lords and Section 
119 of the Act appeared — “‘A Rate to be laid on Houses and Lands in the City”. 
Thereby the Overseers of Poor for the City who were separate from the Corpo- 
ration at that time, were required to collect with their Poor rates the sum of 
Two thousand four hundred pounds each year and pay the sum direct to the 
Dock Company. The Corporation (and the Merchant Venturers) were clear of 
liability and trouble. They were free to continue their historic role of collecting 
their ancient dues. The irony is that the Dock Company never defaulted on 
their mortgage interest. The £2,400 a year proved to be a gift in lieu of an un- 
required guarantee, a gift that threw a long and ever-widening shadow, a 
precedent that would make plausible the slashing reduction of dock dues clam- 
oured for by the Free Port Association. 

So amid the hubbub of those who would liberate the Port, the Corporation 
Committee recommended to the Council the scheme of the Free Port Association. 
It was recognised that in addition to the existing rate of £2,400, still collected 
through the Poor Law organisation, an annual addition to the borough rates of 
4d. in the £ would be necessary —‘‘a rate which, it is presumed, no person having 
an interest in the trade of the City, or feeling for the welfare of its inhabitants, 
can well object to’’. This, then, was the emotional setting for the liberation of the 
Port. In October, 1847 the City Council approved by 42 votes to 4 the scheme 
for the transfer of the Dock Company’s undertaking to the Bristol Corporation. 
The Bristol Dock Act, 1848 giving effect to the transfer came into force on the 
goth July, 1848. 

The Bristol Dock Company sold out or was jockeyed into selling out too soon. 
Even as the larger swifter ships such as the steamship “Great Western’’ were 
vastly to increase the tonnage of goods flowing both ways along the sea routes, 
so the newly-built railways from the City were probing far into the hinterland to 
carry to and fro far larger quantities of goods year by year than had ever been 
accustomed to pass along the winding roads and lanes through Gloucestershire 
and Somerset. 

Now Robert Bright as a railway director and from his association with the 
Great Western Steamship Gompany was in a good position to assess these likeli- 
hoods. Not everybody had the foresight. For example at the Mayor-making 
meeting of the City Council in November, 1846, two councillors said the dock 
dues were not causing a decline in Port trades and one of them referred to the 
increasing trade at the Docks. Councillor R. J. Poole King, shipowner, West 
African merchant and one of the directors nominated by the Merchant Venturers 
to the Bristol Dock Gompany, poured scorn on this with a rhyme about a pig 
that cut its throat while swimming, a rhyme presumably funny and to the point. 
Mr. Poole King went on to say that the increased trade at the Docks was due to 
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the import of timber for the railways (then widely under construction) and that 
the railways were going to take trade away from the Port. They were, but not 
in the sense Poole King meant. 
The Corporation took over the Dock Company’s property on the goth July, 
1848. Twelve out of the fifteen Council members appointed as the Docks Com- 
mittee met at No. 18 Queen Square on Monday, the 28th August. What were 
the principal occupations of the fifteen men chosen by the Council? Seven were 
merchants, four had shipowning interests, four were manufacturers, two were 
prominent local railway directors, two were solicitors and one a banker. William 
Goldney, vocation untraced, was a Clifton resident. Some had more than one 
business interest, so the occupations number more than the men. 
From the first meeting of the Docks Committee, Councillor Richard Jenkins 
Poole King emerged as Chairman. Trading with West Africa from Redcliff in 
partnership with his brother, W. T. P. King, (Docks member, 1860~-1880) he 
was one of the largest shipowners in the Port at that time. 
The Corporation Committee set up in 1847 to consider the Free Port Associa- 
tion’s scheme for the transfer of the Dock Company’s property to the Corpora- 
tion had advised the Council to accept the proposed reduction of the foreign 
shipping dues, the 3 /— rate to be 2 /-, the 2 /- rate to be 1 /-, the 1 /— rate to be 6d. 
Section 74 of the 1803 Act authorised the following charges on the “Register 
Tonnage” of ships according to the foreign part from which they came. 
First Class g/-perton “From Africa, Honduras, Surinam and other 
ports in South America, the East and West 
Indies, all the Ports within the Streights of 
Gibraltar and the Southern Whale Fishery.”’ 

Second Class 2/—perton “From the British Colonies, Portugal, Prussia, 
Russia, Spain without the Streights and Swe- 
den.” 

Third Class 1/—perton “From Flanders, France without the Streights, 

Germany, Guernsey, Holland, Jersey, Norway, 
Poland and Zealand.” 
In October, 1848 Councillor Poole King reported to the Council that the Docks 
Committee recommended reducing both the 3 /— and 2 /— dues on shipping to 
1 /— and the 1 /— dues to 6d. As to goods, 530 articles out of 630 articles were to 
be taken out of the Dock list. Many were put back on the list in 1856. The 
modern Dues Schedule of the Port quite properly covers all classes of goods. 

In addition to the immediate loss suffered in Dock revenue by these reduc- 
tions in dues revenue, the Docks Committee paid to the Dock Company from 
dock revenues certain agreed annual sums until the Company’s shares or loans 
were at last fully redeemed by the Docks Committee in 1882. Consequently 
there was as anticipated a deficit in Dock revenue. It was met by the continuing 
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contribution of £2,400 from the Poor Law rate under the 1803 Act and then by 
a rate contribution from the Borough Fund. The first Annual Accounts of the 
Bristol Docks Committee for the year ending the goth April, 1849 show that the 
Borough Rate made on the goth October, 1848 contributed £5,650, though of 
this sum only £1,714 had been received to date. 


So the dark shadow of annual rate contribution widened and was to grow to 
the maximum annual sum of £154,000 in 1910 and to lengthen until the year 
1940 since when it has been levied no more. By 1940 the yearly sums contributed 
from the Borough Fund to the Docks Undertaking added up to £3,173,775. On 
the other hand the Corporation received City Dues in 1849 to the amount of 
£8,232. 19. 1. and from about 1860 until around 1890 the City Dues were 
usually some thousands in excess of the rate contributions to the Docks. It was 
only when the capital interest began to fall due in respect of the Royal Edward 
Dock in the early 1g00’s that the rate contributions to the Docks completely 
outgrew the City Dues. The City Corporation in modern times met certain 
dock commitments out of these City dues. The whole thing had grown into a 
jungle of time-wasting administration which was wisely wound up by the City 
Council in 1932, 129 years, or at the least 84 years, too late. 


Throughout the 1850’s, schemes for rivermouth docks for the larger ships 
began to be considered. In 1858, a committee of influential citizens was set up 
by public meeting to co-operate with the City Council in considering the 
provision at the Port of accommodation for the largest class of ocean steamer. 
The City Council met on the 7th October 1858 to consider appointing a Com- 
mittee to meet these prominent citizens. Richard Poole King, Chairman of the 
Docks Committee, proposed that such a committee be appointed and Councillor 
Charles Nash (Docks, 1853-1878) seconded. 


The shadow of the rate-in-aid which it was presumed, eleven years before, 
“no person having any interest in the trade of the City, or feeling for the welfare 
of the inhabitants, can well object to’”’ now fell across the scene for the first of 
many times. Councillor J. G. Shaw (Bristol Ward: Mayor 1853-54, 1854-55) 
submitted a long amendment about no scheme being approved which would 
add to the 4d. rate so that it was not the duty of the Council to appoint any 
such Committee. The seconder of the amendment was Councillor J. Coates 
(Clifton: Docks, 1852-53 and 1858-62). The amendment was carried after a 
debate lasting three hours and a half by 25 votes to 24. The alphabetical entry 
for Joseph Coates, qualified surgeon, gives more information about this eventful 
decision, its consequences and how each member of the Docks Committee voted. 
Briefly, this debate saw the beginning of that unofficial but influential Council 
party in Dock affairs ‘“‘the fixed property party” consisting of people, notably 
Cliftonians, who had no interest in trade or whose Port interests were rooted in 
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“fixed property” at the City Docks. So in the reformed Council of 1858 echoes 
of the unregenerate Corporation of 1802 could yet be heard. 

Despite the Council defeat of the progressives, schemes for rivermouth docks 
continued to be prepared and in October 1860 one such scheme came before 
the Council who then set up a Committee to consider the matter, but “without 
further taxation’’. The November 1860 elections did not favour those candidates 
who supported schemes for rivermouth docks. Councillor R. J. Poole King 
who had resigned the Chairmanship and left the Docks Committee in November 
1859 was accordingly able after the 1860 elections to prevent the re-appointment 
of the “Dock accommodation” Committee. He followed this up at the Council 
meeting of December, 1860 by saying that it was inexpedient to put any in- 
creased rate-in-aid for dock purposes upon fixed property in the city and 
proposing that the Docks Committee be asked to report upon their giving up 
the old £2,400 from the Poor Law Rate and the 1848 rate-in-aid still running 
at 4d. in the £ and by then yielding £6,460 per annum. 

In return for the loss of these rate contributions, the Docks would be given the 
City’s ancient dues and fees, as well as Merchant Venturers’ wharfage dues 
when their lease of 1764 ran out in 1863. The resolution also proposed that the 
surplus on the City Docks should not be used for the purposes of rivermouth 
docks but used to improve the river and the City Docks and to reduce dues. A 
more progressive amendment in favour of dock extension was put forward by 
Alderman Abbott, a well-known local solicitor, and lost by 31 votes to 24. 
Councillor Poole King’s resolution was eventually carried in February 1861. 

The resolution was regarded as the emptying of the Dock purse lest the 
progressives should gain a majority and lay hands upon the dock surplus for 
the purpose of financing a new dock. The surplus seems to have been no more 
than a fluctuating balance carried forward from year to year in the Receipts 
and Payments Account. This favourable balance which had fluctuated up and 
down over several years, stood at £10,457. 10. 0. on the goth April, 1860. The 
Docks Committee in May, 1861 faithfully reported to the Council that they were 
in favour of Councillor Poole King’s resolution. The reduction of dues, estimated 
to cost £6,000 a year, took place during 1862. On foreign shipping the 1 /ad. 
and 7d. dues went back to 1 /— and 6d. and there were also reductions in the 
dues on coastal shipping and on some of the principal imports. The rate-in-aid 
and City dues exchange vanished as up a conjuror’s sleeve. The revenue balance 
of £12,278. 18. 5. carried forward on the 30th April 1861 fell to £5,749. 0. 5. 
by the 3oth April, 1862 so the estimating of the cost of the dues reduction was 
fairly good even if the reactionary policy was to prove in the long run disastrous. 

The Chairmanship of Richard Jenkins Poole King, shipowner and African 
merchant, ended in November, 1859. Of him, as of Samson, it may be said he 
did more harm at or indeed after the end of his term of office than during it. 
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Next as Chairman came James Poole, wholesale coal merchant of Hotwells, who 
remained in office until his death in December, 1872. He had voted with the 
“fixed property party’ against the progressives in October, 1858. 


During the years from 1859 to 1872 that James Poole was Chairman, the 
Vice-Chairman was Charles Nash who had early experience in the office of 
Robert Bright and had been an energetic member of the Free Port Council. 
He then became a partner in the timber firm of Jones & Nash. It was at his 
instance that the scheme was put in hand for considerable improvements in the 
River Avon and for a new lock at Cumberland Basin, Bristol. This lock is the 
main entrance to the City Dock up to this day and with a length of 350 feet by 
62 feet in width it was 88 feet longer and 8 feet wider than Brunel’s reconstruc- 
tion from 1844 to 1850 of the Dock Company’s original southern entrance. 
Brunel’s lock was surprisingly unimaginative in size for a pioneer in ever larger 
steamships such as the “Great Britain” and the “Great Eastern’’. He may have 
been governed by the limited finance that could be offered by the Dock Com- 
pany directors who stopped declaring dividends after June, 1844 and by the 
time of the transfer in 1848 had spent over £28,000 on the lock reconstruction 
scheme then still unfinished. Furthermore, the depths of water available or 
as in fact maintained both in the river without and in the Harbour within may 
have been limiting factors. The new lock at Bristol was opened in 1874. 


In 1863, Parliamentary powers were sought to form ““The Bristol Port and 
Channel Dock Company” to construct a dock at Avonmouth. The promoters 
were P. W. S. Miles, son of P. J. Miles, Bristol’s first recorded millionaire and 
the landowner at Avonmouth, Robert Bright of Free Port fame, Colonel Robert 
Bush (Docks, 1866-1877), Christopher Thomas (Docks, 1848-1878), Charles 
Nash (Docks, 1853-1878), Thomas T. Taylor (Docks, 1863-1878) and Henry 
A. Palmer. 


As an interested party the City Council at their meeting on the 6th January, 
1863 considered the terms of the application for Parliamentary powers for a 
rival dock at Avonmouth to be provided by a Company at no cost to the rate- 
payers. The Chairman of the Docks Committee, James Poole, spoke strongly 
against the Bill and moved that it should be strenuously opposed by the Corpo- 
ration. On the other hand Charles Nash, Deputy Chairman of the Docks Com- 
mittee, spoke in favour of a new dock at Avonmouth and proposed an amend- 
ment that the Corporation’s Parliamentary Bills Committee should consider 
the terms of the Bill with the promoters. The amendment was lost by 28 votes 
to 25 and the proposition of the Docks Chairman to oppose was adopted. All 
15 members of the Docks Committee voted; 9 led by the Chairman were against 
the amendment to consider the Bill, 6 led by the Vice-Chairman voted for the 
amendment. The Docks voting was as follows:— 
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For the amendment to discuss Against the amendment. 
Bill with the promoters. 


C. Nash (Vice Chairman) J. Poole (Chairman) 
J. Bush Ald. J. Ford 
T. P. Jose Ald. R. Robinson 
E. T. Lucas Ald. W. Naish 
T. T. Taylor A. Alexander 
C. J. Thomas M. H. Castle 

W. Poole King 

F. Terrell 


J. Wetherman 


In the elections of November 1863 several Council opponents of the Avon- 
mouth Dock Bill were defeated and when the promoters put forward a second 
Bill for the Avonmouth Dock early in 1864, the Parliament Bills Committee of 
the Corporation submitted a favourable report to the Council on the and 
February 1864. Charles Nash, seconded by Christopher Thomas, both pro- 
moters of the Bill, proposed the report be adopted and the resolution was 
carried by 33 votes for and 18 against. The 14 Docks members present voted as 
follows:— 


In favour of report Against report 

T. P. Jose (Mayor) Ald. R. Robinson 
*J. Poole (Chairman) Ald. J. Ford 

C. Nash (Vice-Chairman) A. Alexander 

J. Bush B. G. Burroughes 
T. Pethick M. H. Castle 

T. T. Taylor F. Terrell 

C. J. Thomas 


*J. Wetherman 
* Members now for the Bill, but previously against. 


When the Bill again came up for consideration by the Council in May, 1864, 
13 Council members felt so strongly that they presented a petition of protest 
and absented themselves from that Council meeting. Of the six dissentients on 
the Docks Committee only Michael Castle refrained from signing the petition 
which was unavailing. 

The Bristol Port and Channel Dock Company obtained their statutory 
powers to construct the Avonmouth Dock. Like the 1803 Company they soon 
ran into financial difficulties brought about this time by the nationwide financial 
panic of 1866 with a catastrophic fall in the price of railway stocks. For this and 
other reasons the Avonmouth Dock was not opened until the 2oth February, 
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1877. Long before that there had been developments on the Somerset side of 
the Avon. In 1863 Parliament had granted powers for the formation of the 
Bristol and Portishead Pier and Railway Company. The railway was opened 
in April, 1867 and the pier in June, 1868. The promoters were Alderman 
Richard Robinson (Docks, 1848-1875), Alderman James Ford (Docks, 1856-— 
1877), Councillor Michael Castle (Docks, 1854-1866) and Councillor Richard 
Fry. The three Docks members will be remembered for their strong opposition 
to the Avonmouth Docks scheme—on the grounds that it would bring about the 
ruin of the Corporation’s City Docks. The Portishead Pier and Railway Com- 
pany sought power in 1870 to make a dock at Portishead. The Corporation 
raised no objection of consequence and although the Avonmouth Dock com- 
pany opposed the Bill it became law on the 13th July, 1871. 

The Portishead Dock Act provided that if the Corporation were willing a 
subscription of £100,000 might be made out of corporate funds towards the 
share capital of the Company. The Avonmouth Dock Company obtained 
similar powers. In June and July, 1872 prolonged debates took place in Council 
on this question of making a capital subscription. It was generally considered 
that if a subscription were made by the Corporation, it would be to one or the 
other of the Companies, not to both. 


Two councillors put up a proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corpo- 
ration to subscribe to “‘works of this character’? beyond the borough limits as 
both docks were at that time. After long discussion the resolution was rejected 
by 37 votes to 18. Out of 21 Dock members g voted for and 8 voted against. They 
were:— 


For a capital subscription Against a capital subscription 
Ald. J. Ford (P) J. Poole (Chairman) 
Colonel R. Bush (A) Ald. W. W. Alexander 
G. Cole Ald J. F. Lucas 

J. Hellicar Ald. W. Naish 

C. Nash (Vice Chairman) (A) Ald. R. Robinson (P) 

T. Pethick W. Poole King 

T. T. Taylor (A) F. Terrell 

C. J. Thomas (A) J. Wetherman 

Mark Whitwill (A) 


(the capitals denote a known interest in the Avonmouth or the Portishead Dock.) 


The next business of the meeting was to consider whether or not the applica- 
tions from the Avonmouth and the Portishead companies should be granted. 
Avonmouth was taken first. Elisha Smith Robinson, founder with his brother 
Alfred of the great printing firm of E. 8. & A. Robinson, proposed the setting-up 
of a special Committee to consider the form and extent of the interest the 
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Corporation should take in the proposed docks at Avonmouth. Later in the 
debate the former Docks Chairman, R. Poole King, said he wanted the docks, 
but did not want to pay for them. The sentiments of 1802 prevailed, the amend- 
ment of Mr. Poole King that no subscription should be made to the Avonmouth 
Docks was carried by 33 votes to 22. 

Next, the application from the Portishead company was considered. Alder- 
man Hathway proposed that the Corporation subscribe shares to the extent of 
£100,000 in the Portishead undertaking. An amendment that looked remarkably 
like a mere negative with reasons appended was put to the Council by Elisha 
Robinson and George Wills (Docks, 1876-1882) and after discussion the amend- 
ment was lost. Alderman Hathway’s proposition was eventually put and some- 
what surprisingly carried by 36 votes to 19. 

The twenty-one members of the Docks Committee were divided as follows:— 


For subscription of £100,000 Against 
J. Poole (Chairman) C. Nash (Vice Chairman) (A) 
Ald. R. Robinson (P) Ald. J. F. Lucas 
Ald. J. Ford (P) T. Pethick 
Ald. W. W. Alexander T. 'T. Taylor (A) 
F. Terrell Colonel R. Bush (A) 
T. P. Jose W. K. Wait 
W. Poole King W. Smith 
G. Cole M. Whitwill (A) 
J. Hellicar 

g members 8 members 


C. J. Thomas (A), W. H. Miles and J. Wetherman were absent and Alderman 
W. Naish paired for the resolution. 

The Corporation now exercised the right to appoint five members to the 
board of the Portishead Company. Two out of the five elected were Dock mem- 
bers, namely, the Chairman, James Poole and Councillor Terrell (Docks, 1858- 
1883). ‘The Mayor for the year Alderman Proctor Baker (Docks, 1875-1901) 
and William Pethick (Docks, 1874-1887) were also appointed. These four 
appointments had a later significance. 

The financial difficulties of both the Avonmouth and Portishead companies 
were gradually overcome. Physical difficulties brought about by the extensive 
collapse of quay walls delayed the opening of both docks. The Avonmouth 
Dock was opened on the 24th February, 1877, Portishead Dock on the 28th 
June, 1879. The Avonmouth entrance lock was 454 feet in length and 7o feet 
' in width, the Portishead lock 440 feet long and 66 feet wide. Avonmouth had 
four feet more water on the sill than Portishead and five feet more than Bristol. 

James Poole, the second Chairman of the Docks Committee died on the 24th 
December, 1872 and in his place Charles Nash, Vice-Chairman since 1859, was 
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appointed. Charles Nash was the Deputy Chairman of the Avonmouth com- 
pany and was later to become Chairman of the company in succession to P. W. S. 
Miles, the Avonmouth landowner. The first Chairman of the Docks Committee, 
Richard Poole King, the Redcliff shipowner who retired from the Committee 
in 1859 had remained both a Council member and a great influence in Dock 
affairs. Richard Poole King died on the 26th September, 1874. A new figure 
was now to appear in Dock matters, William Proctor Baker, the miller of 


Redcliff. 


Proctor Baker never sought election as a councillor. He was directly appointed 
to the aldermanic bench in July, 1869 and was Mayor for the year from Novem- 
ber, 1871, the year in which he was appointed one of the Corporation directors 
of the Portishead Dock company. In November, 1875 he became a member 
of the Docks Committee and for the next twenty-five years, Proctor Baker 
dominated Docks policy as no single man before or after. Of none but Proctor 
Baker can it be said that his influence was paramount for so long not only in 
the Docks Board room and in the Council Chamber but throughout the City. 


Proctor Baker was a powerful personality. He was able, energetic, eloquent 
and hard-hitting in debates. He was a vestryman at St. Mary Redcliff and 
President of the Bristol General Hospital from 1872. He was the type of Victorian 
disparaged by many in the twentieth century, but not by those who realise the 
immensity of the Victorian achievement. ‘Than Proctor Baker there is no Bristol 
Victorian more worthy of a caustic but admiring biographer unless it be his 
antagonist on Dock matters, Charles Wills. 


From 1860 to 1889 Proctor Baker built up at Redcliff Back alongside the 
Floating Harbour, the greatest flour mills in the West of England. He was the 
arch-apostle of the City Docks as opposed to the outer docks. As Mayor he had 
voted with the minority against a contribution of £100,000 being made to either 
rivermouth company, but sensing as an astute politician that the Council were 
going to make a contribution to Avonmouth or Portishead, he favoured Portis- 
head because of the Corporation lands there. It is easy enough to say Proctor Baker 
championed the City Docks because their quays were the nearest to which the 
ships could come with his grain at a time when the Americas and the countries 
bordering the Black Sea had begun to pour their bounteous harvests into English 
ports. This is no doubt true but even as late as the 1g00’s the crowded City 
Docks still had an assured air of prosperity and full continuance. Could nine 
hundred years of trade evaporate to a residue before the challenge of the raw 
places at the rivermouth? Was this closely-knit community of shipowners and 
merchants, aldermen and Merchant Venturers, to dwindle because a couple of 
nigh bankrupt docks had been opened down-river by men who like those of 1803 
were going to lose a lot of money? Which they duly did. 
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It is interesting to look at the dock circumstances at the times when the shrewd 
and progressive Proctor Baker was deciding to build his great new mills at 
Redcliff. In 1858, as already mentioned, the Council decided not to employ the 
City’s finances in building a rivermouth dock. Who else could or would after 
the Bristol Dock Company’s experience? Between 1860 and 1862 Proctor Baker 
rebuilt one large Redcliff mill and constructed a second alongside. In 1861, 
the tonnage of ships bringing foreign grain into the City was nearly three times 
that of the previous year and by 1870 showed a four-fold increase. By 1883 and 
1884, the Avonmouth and the Portishead Docks had made very meagre starts 
and were about to collapse into the control and ownership of the Corporation 
in which Proctor Baker was a prevailing influence. In these years another great 
new mill and a granary were planned and built by him at Redcliff. Grain 
imports from abroad into the three docks of the Port during the 1880’s were 
twice the quantity of the 1870's. 

To those who think that in the 1880’s and the 1890’s an advocate of the pre- 
eminence of the City Docks must have been purblind or prejudiced, the grain 
imports and their trend will come as a shock. 


Bristol Avonmouth Portishead 

ooo Tons ooo Tons ooo Tons 
1887 200 160 153 
1888 252 122 149 
1889 322 129 114. 
1890 207 149 83 
1891 320 117 98 
1892 369 158 89 
1893 363 118 78 
1894 522 153 80 
1895 570 112 68 


So by 1895, the 1887 threat of the rivermouth docks to the grain supremacy 
of the City Docks seemed over; indeed the dwindling of the grain trade at the 
outer docks could be seen to date from 1888 when the Corporation opened their 
great Granary at the Princes Wharf, City Docks with machinery to raise the 
grain at 40 tons per hour. 

To revert to 1875, when the Avonmouth Dock was two years and the Portis- 
head Dock four years from completion, Proctor Baker cannot have viewed with 
favour those of his fellow-members of the Docks Committee who were directors 
of the Avonmouth and Portishead companies by reason of their private owner- 
ship of shares in those companies. City Dock and river improvement projects 
were unlikely to receive much support from them. Proctor Baker’s chance came 
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in 1878. At the November Council meeting of 1877, cotton manufacturer 
Councillor Henry Naish drew attention to the undesirability of appointing 
directors of the rivermouth dock companies to the Docks Committee. The 
Council again elected the gentlemen concerned to the Docks Committee, but 
some of them took note. 

Charles Nash, Deputy Chairman of the Avonmouth company, resigned on 
the 12th November, 1877 from the chairmanship of the Docks Committee but 
remained a member. Mr. George Wills, who was a wine merchant in Bridge 
Street and had only joined the Committee a year before, now became Chairman 
of the Docks Committee in place of Charles Nash. Alderman James Ford, 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee and Chairman of the Portishead company, 
had resigned from the Committee on the 9th November 1877. Alderman 
Proctor Baker, Councillors F. ‘Terrell and W. Pethick were Corporation directors 
on the Portishead board and these Trojan horses removed themselves in a short 
while from the Portishead establishment, but by the time the Council meeting 
of November, 1878 came around four Avonmouth directors remained on the 
Docks Committee and four senior members at that—Charles Nash (1853), 
Christopher Thomas (1848), T. T. Taylor (1863) and Mark Whitwill (1871). 
At the Council meeting, Proctor Baker moved that no director of either Channel 
dock should be eligible to sit on the Docks Committee. The Council adopted the 
resolution and the four Avonmouth directors lost their membership of the Docks 
Committee. Only five of the 1878 /g Docks Committee of 21 members now had 
more than five years’ experience on that Committee. 

The new Docks Committee and its Chairman, George Wills, were in for 
trouble. The more or less placid thirty years from 1848 were gone. With the 
opening of the Avonmouth and the Portishead Docks, competition began and 
the commercial docks did not hesitate to cut their rates to attract their initial 
traffics from the City Docks. It was the grain trade which the new docks mostly 
attracted despite the fact that no dock dues but only the City dues on grain 
were charged at Bristol. In 1879 the Docks Committee began to make allow- 
ances in favour of consignees of grain cargoes discharged in Bristol. 

Alderman George Edwards, brother-in-law of Proctor Baker, was Mayor of 
Bristol for three years from November, 1876 and at the end of the third year 
of his mayoralty became a member of the Docks Committee. On Monday, 
16th February, 1880, three months after joining the Committee, Alderman 
Edwards reported at Docks Committee that he had had a private conversation 
with Charles Nash, now Chairman of the Avonmouth company, about the 
competition between the Docks. Alderman Edwards said that Mr. Nash was 
willing for three Avonmouth directors to meet three Docks members at Mr. 
Nash’s office on the following Saturday morning at eleven o’clock. Alderman 
Edwards seconded by Henry Gale Gardner moved that three members of the 
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Docks Committee be appointed to attend an unofficial meeting and report back. 
The Chairman, George Wills, declined to put the motion to the meeting 
and vacated the Chair. The Vice-Chairman, C. B. Hare, took the Chair and 
the motion was carried by a majority. At the next meeting of the Committee on 
Monday, the 8th March, Mr. Wills said he did not wish to resume his position 
as Chairman and at a special meeting on the 15th March, 1880 it was unani- 
mously resolved on the motion of C. B. Hare seconded by Alderman Edwards 
that Alderman Proctor Baker be elected Chairman. So ended the Chairmanship 
of Mr. George Wills who remained a Docks member until November, 1882. 

The first chairmanship of Proctor Baker lasted from the 15th March, 1880 to 
16th October, 1882. It was a period which saw the City Docks grain imports 
which had been over 200,000 tons in 1876 fall to an average of 80,000 tons in 
1881 and 1882. The Avonmouth grain imports in those two years averaged over 
150,000 tons and the Portishead imports over 100,000 tons. In August, 1880 
the Council accepted a Docks report by Proctor Baker recommending the 
abandonment of the City dues on grain and the payment by the Committee of 
labourage charges on grain cargoes at the City Docks. The legality of this pay- 
ment was successfully challenged but judgment was not given until May, 1884 
by which time the Corporation’s 1881 Act gave the powers required or their 
equivalent and the transfer of the Avonmouth and Portishead Docks to the 
Corporation was to take place some three months’ later on the 1st September, 
1884. In the meantime Proctor Baker had vacated the Chairmanship in October, 
1882 when the Docks Committee hoped his services would again be available 
‘after such absence as the regrettable circumstances necessitate’. What those 
circumstances were has not been ascertained. 

Councillor Charles Hoskins Low succeeded Proctor Baker and after the 
Mayor, Joseph Weston, had been outstandingly successful in negotiating with 
the three dock interests firstly, to modify competition and next, to arrange 
terms for the transfer of the rivermouth docks to the Corporation, the decade 
of the 1880’s ran its course smoothly enough. The pre-eminence of the City 
Docks, particularly in grain, was restored. In the increased grain imports of the 
whole port we can see the effect of Proctor Baker’s great new mills at Redcliff. 
It was Proctor Baker’s last active decade at Redcliff since in 1889 the business 
amalgamated with Spillers of Cardiff to become Spillers and Bakers. Proctor 
Baker retired from milling but not from the Docks Committee. The decade 
closed with Charles Hoskins Low comfortably in the Chair and with Charles 
Wills as Vice-Chairman from November, 1889. After the purchase of the Avon- 
mouth and Portishead Docks, the decade had mostly been concerned with the 
provision of facilities at the City Docks including the offices in Dutch renaissance 
style in the midst of Georgian Queen Square at No. 19, offices described indig- 
nantly in newspaper correspondence of the time as “‘palatial’’. 
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Charles Wills, the vigorous wholesale clothier, had presumably been assimi- 
lated into the dock setting and presumably had in turn assimilated some of the 
mysterious techniques of docks and shipping in his seven years of membership 
from 1883. In 1890 a couple more Liberals arrived, Henry William Twiggs, 
perambulator manufacturer, etc. and Edward Parsons, seedsman with a shop 
in Nicholas Street. To leaven the Committee with something more than two 
raw recruits, Arthur Baker, Proctor Baker’s brother and former milling partner, 
also joined the Committee then. William Howell Davies, the Liberal leather 
merchant, had been on the Committee since 1887 in which year Robert Gray 
Tovey, clothier’s cutter and the first Labour councillor in Bristol, also came 
on to the Docks Committee. Fortunately there were still some stalwarts towards 
the top of the table. The Victorian aura remained. Yet it was as if kegs of gun- 
powder had been rolled into the vaults of No. 19 with hardly a rumble. 

It might never have happened—at least not on such a public plateau—if 
Proctor Baker had not been away. “‘On the continent’”’ says Latimer, “‘on a tour 
of India’ says Wells. Whichever or wherever, he was not at Docks Gommittee 
from October, 1891 until the 15th May, 1893. In January, 1891 the new Vice- 
Chairman, Mr. Charles Wills, had said in Council that new works at the City 
Docks such as the Princes Wharf Granary and the wharf at Ganon’s Marsh had 
been completed but no progress had been made on capital works similarly 
authorised at Avonmouth. The Council agreed the Avonmouth works should 
be put in hand, but only a pontoon repair dock—a commercial failure— 
materialised in place of an authorised graving dock. 

Then on the 20th September, 1892, Mr. Charles Wills put before the Council 
the Docks Committee’s scheme for a new dock at Avonmouth. The Chairman, 
Alderman Low, was absent through bereavement. The scheme was designed 
by the Docks Engineer, J. M. McCurrich (1890-1899) and provided for a dock 
20 acres in extent with an entrance lock 730 feet long and 85 feet wide. ‘The new 
lock was thus to be 276 feet longer than the existing Avonmouth entrance and 
15 feet wider. The scheme seemed popular throughout the City and was ap- 
proved by 40 Council votes to 8. At the Council meeting in January, 1893 the 
proposal for a Parliamentary Bill was approved by 43 votes to 1. 

Some time after this meeting Alderman Proctor Baker returned and began 
to build up opposition. He pointed out that the construction of a costly new dock 
would mean a heavy contribution from the ratepayers and a number of ward 
meetings were held to expound this theme. Opinion in the Council itself began 
to harden against the Avonmouth proposals which were estimated to cost nearly 
a million pounds. Eventually a special Council meeting was convened on 
Tuesday, the 20th June, 1893, to discuss whether or not it was wise to proceed. 
An account of this remarkable meeting is given under the entry for Charles 
Wills, but briefly the Council resolved on Proctor Baker’s motion, by 36 votes 
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to 18, that the Docks Committee be instructed to consider the whole subject of 
the traffic and improvement of the Port “with a view to presenting a well- 
digested scheme in the next session of Parliament’’. To infer that the previously 
approved scheme for a new dock at Avonmouth was not a well-founded scheme 
was a disastrous and public rebuff for the progressives and indeed for the 
Docks Committee of whom only five members voted for Proctor Baker’s resolu- 
tion while eleven voted against. 

The four other Dock members who supported Proctor Baker’s resolution were 
his brother, Arthur Baker, William Albina Latham, a leather merchant, 
Edward Parsons the seedsman and Alfred Marshall, a corn merchant. Edward 
Parsons opposed the scheme on a point of detail, not on principle. 

Of the eleven, the Chairman, Alderman Low, the Vice-Chairman, Charles 
Wills, and three members asked the Council at the July meeting to relieve them 
of the duty of attending further Docks meetings. They were with difficulty 
persuaded to remain on the Committee, but the Chairman and the Vice- 
Chairman resigned from those posts although both remained members. On the 
gist July, 1893, Alderman Proctor Baker was appointed Chairman for the 
second time and Edward Burrow Hill of the shipowning firm of Charles Hill and 
Sons was made Vice-Chairman although Mr. Hill had voted against Proctor 
Baker’s resolution at the Council meeting. 

Commercial circles continued, however, to press for dock extension in order 
that the trade of city might match expansion elsewhere. Early in 1894, the 
Docks Committee asked the Docks Engineer to report on the alternatives of 
dock extension at Avonmouth and dockisation of the Avon. When the report 
was received three or four months later it was referred to John Wolfe Barry for 
his opinion as a consultant engineer. His first report, an able document, was 
received by the Docks Committee in January, 1896. Wolfe Barry considered 
three schemes and gave the following estimates:— 


Dockising the Avon from Avonmouth to Bristol. £2,580,000 
A new dock at Avonmouth. £1,308,000 
A new lock at Portishead with dock extension 

towards Portbury marsh. £852,000 


The dockisation estimate included £700,000 for a scheme necessary to remove 
sewage from the river and to prevent flooding. To all three schemes was added 
the sum of £320,000 for a pier and approach railways at the Firefly Rock to 
receive Atlantic liners. The report contained balanced arguments on far wider 
issues than the engineering aspect and excellent as it was, provided ammunition 
for all points-of-view including that of the heirs of the “‘fixed property party”. 
It might be rather unfair to put into the latter group Proctor Baker with his 
zeal for the City Docks, but he certainly counted on their support in his end-of- 
century manoeuvres. 
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There was no immediate delay on his part. The Docks Committee had the 
report in January, 1896 and at the March Council Proctor Baker secured 
approval to one of Wolfe Barry’s recommendations. It was a minor recommenda- 
tion for the improvement, at a cost of £93,000, of the River Avon in its function 
as the approach to the City Docks, but said Proctor Baker, this proposal should 
not be adopted except on the assumption that dockisation was abandoned. This 
proviso looks like a tactical mistake. It was his first step in antagonising the 
dockisers, a minority large enough to be awkward on a narrow vote. Further- 
more, if Proctor Baker did not favour any large capital expenditure on river- 
mouth schemes, then the Council and the Docks Committee which had its 
dockisers, might well have been left to divide itself for a while over three schemes 
rather than concentrate on the straight issue of Avonmouth or Portishead for 
the new dock. 

Later in the year Proctor Baker was successful in getting the Council to accept 
almost unanimously a Harbour Railway extension scheme at the City Docks. 
In the October of 1896 the Alderman, a prominent Conservative, made an 
impressive speech on dock extension to a meeting of business men at the Liberal 
Club. The Alderman said no sane man would recommend either the scheme for 
a new dock at Avonmouth or for the dockisation of the river. The initial costs to 
the rate-payers in either case would be something like 1 /6d. in the £. It was a 
fallacy that mere extension of docks would create new trade. It was the demand 
for commodities and the growth of population that increased trade. No wise 
dock manager would attempt to provide for occasional gluts of traffic. The 
Alderman quoted as failures, in a greater or less degree, the fine accommodation 
provided in recent years at Milford and Preston, at Manchester and at Tilbury 
Docks. ‘The Corporation was spending £93,000 on river improvements to give 
better access to the City Docks and more ships would certainly come there. At 
Avonmouth there had been no ships at all approaching the size the dock could 
take. Elder Dempster now wished to bring such ships with Canadian cargo and 
the Docks Engineer had designed a floating caisson to cost £20,000 which would 
enable ships up to 470 ft. in length to be admitted to the Avonmouth Dock. 

By the end of 1896, the force behind the Docks Committee’s scheme for dock 
extension in 1892 and 1893 seemed spent and nothing was being done about 
the Docks Engineer’s scheme of 1894 as reported upon by Mr. Wolfe Barry in 
January 1896. The Chairman of the Docks Committee was content that minor 
capital schemes for the improvement of dock facilities should be carried out at 
capital cost as the need for them arose. However, the progressives in the matter of 
dock extension, and they were to be found in both political parties in the Coun- 
cil, were growing increasingly restive. On the 21st September, 1897 a special 
meeting of the Council was requisitioned to consider dock extension. Alderman 
James Inskip, a local solicitor, proposed and Alderman F. F. Fox (Docks, 
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1878-1883) seconded a motion that the Docks Committee be requested to 
introduce a scheme for dock extension in the next session of Parliament and 
despite the opposition of Alderman Proctor Baker the resolution was carried by 
36 votes to 21. 

At the October Council the Docks Committee promptly submitted a revised 
scheme for a dock at Avonmouth. Proctor Baker said it was a plan got out ina 
hurry to meet the Council’s wishes. The Docks Engineer had based it on the 
1892 proposals but the area was now 40 acres with a lock 850 feet in length and 
80 feet in width. The 1892 scheme had been for a dock half that area with a 
lock 730 feet long and 85 feet wide and was estimated to cost £945,000. The 
total cost would now be £1,560,000 with £320,000 extra for a liner landing 
stage and £200,000 for a graving dock. The Docks Chairman was not in favour 
of the scheme and therefore left it to Alderman Inskip, never a Docks member, 
to move the adoption of the Docks report and the promotion of parliamentary 
powers in the next Session. The moving of a major Docks report by a non- 
member was surely the lowest point in the affairs of the Docks Committee since 
1848. The proposal was, however, seconded by a Docks member, William 
Howell Davies. An amendment by a dockiser, Levy-Langfield (Docks member, 
1898-1911 and 1915-1927), to defer the scheme pending negotiations with the 
railway companies and the landowner, was defeated by 39 votes to 8. Proctor 
Baker and his brother, Arthur Baker (Docks 1890-1901) voted with Levy- 
Langfield and so did Commander George Cawley, R.N.R., (Docks, 1895-1898) 
and Edward Beadon Colthurst (Docks 1888-1897 and 1899-1911), a Redcliff 
councillor. Councillor H. W. K. Wait (Docks, 1895-1908) of the Welsh Back 
Granary did not vote. The remaining twelve of the Docks Committee voted 
against Levy-Langfield’s amendment for delay. They were Alderman Low, 
Alderman Hare, Councillors Herbert Ashman, J. R. Bennett, Howell Davies, 
Fuller Eberle, C. E. L. Gardner, W. W. Hughes, W. A. Latham, Edward 
Parsons, John Sharland (Labour member) and R. C. Stephens. 

The Bill for the new dock was not presented to the next Session of Parliament. 
At the Council meeting in the following month of November, Proctor Baker 
reported that Viscount Emlyn, Chairman of the Great Western Railway Com- 
pany, did not consider trade prospects justified the scheme. ‘The adverse reac- 
tions of the Great Western Railway Company over many decades to Port of 
Bristol proposals would make a tantalising study. The Great Western Railway 
appear to have been more concerned with finding another Klondyke like the 
coal that rolled down Welsh valleys by the million tons rather than with the 
patient building-up of smaller traffics from a wide range of trades. One vast 
traffic is fine while it lasts. Bristol has not been built that way and it will always 
be true that a staple trade unduly large in proportion to total trade contains an 
element of danger however everlasting the preponderant staple may seem to be. 
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In regard to Avonmouth schemes, it has to be remembered that the Midland 
Railway would have shared in new Avonmouth traffic. So Viscount Emlyn, says 
Wells, referred to Wolfe Barry’s preference for Portishead where the G.W.R. 
had a monopoly in rail traffic through having acquired the railway part of the 
Portishead undertaking. The G.W.R. would therefore oppose the Avonmouth 
Bill if proceeded with. The Council agreed to defer consideration until March, 
1898 to enable further negotiations with the railway companies to proceed. 

It was not until June, 1898 that Proctor Baker reported on behalf of the Docks 
Committee to the Council. The G.W.R. persisted in their objections to the 
Avonmouth scheme and their proposed railway rates were too high to encourage 
trade. It was, however, his opinion that there was sufficient accommodation in 
the Port for several years to come. After discussing the costliness of the Avon- 
mouth and the dockisation proposals, he mentioned the question of Portishead 
development at much lower cost. Alderman Inskip, however, had the support 
of the Council by 39 votes to 15 in calling for a definite scheme out of the three 
mentioned and in declining to have Port policy dictated by the directors of the 
Great Western Railway. 

Seeing that the Council were determined on dock extension, Proctor Baker 
favoured Wolfe Barry’s Portishead proposals and a scheme was put forward by 
the Docks Committee and approved at the July, 1898 meeting of the Council. 
An amendment by Alderman Dix and Alderman Townsend in favour of 
dockisation was rejected by 41 votes to 21. In September, 1898 the proposal to 
promote a Bill for the Portishead scheme came before Council. Proctor Baker 
had scathingly referred to the feeble objections of the dockisers. Not unnaturally 
the dockisers voted against the Portishead proposal. 38 members of the Council 
voted for and 29 against the Bill and as this did not give the requisite statutory 
majority the Portishead proposition was dropped. 

In October, 1898, Alderman Inskip and others again convened a special 
meeting to consider dock extension. The dockisers however slipped in with a 
successful amendment that the Docks Gommittee should be instructed to report 
within three months as to the lowest possible cost for dockising the Avon. Proctor 
Baker and others who were against any too costly rivermouth developments 
voted tactically with the dockisers. To the Docks Committee of seventeen, six 
members of Council were then added to form a Dockisation Committee. 

And so matters rambled on into 1899. In November, 1897 the redoubtable 
Charles Wills had been put back upon the Docks Committee and was unani- 
mously appointed by the Committee as Vice-Chairman, “‘his main object 
being to assist in carrying through a scheme for providing Bristol with dock 
accommodation” according to the account in “Contemporary Biographies”’. 
He was certainly the man to move a majority Docks report if the Chairman 
would not. But 1898 must have been a frustrating year for him and he finally 
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left the Docks Committee in November, 1898 to become Sheriff. The chances 
of the new Avonmouth Docks scheme the forerunner of which he had all but 
successfully piloted through in 1892 and 1893 must have seemed remote. The 
progressives were, however, steadily gaining ground in the city, in the Council 
and in the Docks Committee. As the dockisation scheme with variations was 
being actively assessed throughout 1899, Proctor Baker found himself more and 
more not in accord with the Docks Committee and in November, 1899 he asked 
the Docks Committee to accept his resignation as Chairman on the grounds of 
age and health. His resignation took effect on the 31st December, 1899 and on 
the 1st January, 1900 Alderman William Howell Davies became Chairman. 

Alderman Proctor Baker remained a member of the Docks Committee until 
November, 1901 but before then the Dockisation Committee and the consulting 
engineers advising them had given the various dockisation schemes the quietus. 
When their report was brought before the City Council by Alderman Howell 
Davies on the goth July, 1900 the matter ended by Edward Parsons (Docks, 
1890-1929) proposing an instruction to the Docks Committee to prepare a 
scheme of dock extension. Alderman Inskip adopted the role of seconder this 
time and the Council approved the proposal. 

In October and November, 1900, the Council approved the scheme which 
was to become the Royal Edward Dock and which was based upon the ill-fated 
Avonmouth scheme of 1892 and 1893. Proctor Baker in making criticisms of the 
1901 scheme said he was staggered by the enormous cost of the works, 
£1,800,000, but he voted for the scheme. 

The nineteenth century did not depart without a twist of irony for the con- 
sideration of those impatient at the opposition of Proctor Baker to the idea of 
a new dock at Avonmouth. If the scheme of 1892 had gone ahead the lock on 
the site of the subsequent Royal Edward Lock would have had a length of 730 
feet and a width of only 85 feet. Within a few years of 1892 the size of new ships 
and of projected ships had so increased that the Docks Gommittee deemed it 
wise to increase the length of the proposed Royal Edward lock to 875 feet and 
the width of lock to 100 feet. This revision of the length and of the width of the 
lock was a vital decision both for the coming prosperity of the Port and for the 
adequate length of life the lock was to have. It was to be fifty years before 
pressure really developed for a larger lock if the Port was to retain and improve 
its twentieth-century position and enable Bristol to take an essential part in 
restoring the prosperity of the country. 

In 1967 the era of the giant carrier of bulk cargoes is here and these and the 
new methods developing for cargo discharge make existing locks in this country 
and the existing docks within the locks mostly inadequate for the great new ships 
and the new methods of discharge. So once again the Portbury marshes lying 
between Avonmouth and Portishead come into consideration, seventy years 
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after Wolfe Barry’s proposals were advocated by Proctor Baker. This time an 
oustanding lock entrance has been designed 1,200 feet in length, 140 feet in 
width with a depth of 58 feet of water on the sill at mean high water ordinary 
spring tides. This time, too, the Docks Committee and the Council have been 
unanimous and direct in their desire to build the most modern of docks which 
linked to the deep water off Portbury the great bulk carriers of today could use 
and indeed require to add to the too small number of deep-water berths in 
Britain. 

The dimensions of a new lock are vital when a dock is designed to match the 
future. Here are details of the principal locks past, present and projected at the 
Port of Bristol. 


Opened Length Width Depth Dock 
Feet. Feet. on outer water 
sill. Feet. area. 
H.W.O8.T.  — Acres. 
Bristol: 
Original 1809 200 45 — 
do. 1809 185 35 — 82 
Brunels: 1850 262 54. — 
Existing 1874 350 62 33 
Avonmouth: 1877 4.54 70 38 21 
Portishead: 1879 440 66 34 16 
R.E. Dock, 
Avonmouth: 1908 875 100 46 73 
Projected: 1965 
Portbury 1,200 14.0 58 To be con- 
mean structed in 
stages. 


It appears that the Hotwell locks opened in 1809 were inadequate for the 
trade of the Port by 1838, that Brunel’s lock of 1850 was inadequate before 1865 
and that the present Cumberland Basin lock, together with an inadequate river 
approach, was inadequate by the early 1880’s. ‘The Avonmouth lock of 1877 and 
the Portishead lock of 1879 were both inadequate by 1890. All these locks may 
well have been inadequate before the dates mentioned since it is impossible to 
say whether or not the larger ships engaged in United Kingdom trade at the 
relevant times would have used the docks had the locks and adjacent depths of 
water permitted. 

In looking back over the nineteenth century it can be seen that the Corpora- 
tion of 1803 should have carried out any harbour improvements. A Dock Com- 
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pany with three vested interests on its Board was not the formula for success. 
It was disastrous for the Dock Company that the Napoleonic war broke out in 
1803 and lasted until 1815. The harbour scheme at an eventual cost of £600,000 
was more than the weakened trade of the early nineteenth century could bear. 
Perhaps a partial or interim scheme would have been better, but not, definitely 
not, any reduction in the size of the Hotwells locks. To have left the Redcliff 
arm of the Avon in a tidal state, at least for the time being, would probably 
have reduced capital spending by not less than £200,000 and reduced mainten- 
ance costs. ‘The lesser scheme would, however, have raised technical problems 
and brought about some avoidance of Dock but not of City dues. 

Even if the capital had been limited to £400,000 and the Corporation and 
the Merchant Venturers had foregone their out-of-date dues (almost a psycho- 
logical impossibility) and even if grain, provisions and British goods brought 
coastwise had been made chargeable to dues as they should have been, it is 
doubtful if the Dock finances would have been self-sufficient until the 1830’s. 
As things were, it was a hopeless proposition for the Dock Company. The close 
Corporation, a mercantile junta, had been much too clever and its blight spread 
over the greater part of the century. Ratepayers jumped as though the barber- 
surgeon were reaching for his forceps when they heard of a new dock scheme. 
This led the Council in 1858 to reject the thought of becoming involved in 
rivermouth docks and even after inordinate competition led to the taking over 
by the Corporation of the Avonmouth and Portishead docks, there were enough 
rate-conscious aldermen and councillors to enable Proctor Baker with his City 
Dock supporters to conduct his masterly rear-guard action down the nineties. 

Did the high dues of the Bristol Dock Company plus the City dues plus the 
Merchant Venturers’ dues really cripple the trade of the Port? The answer is 
that those charges must have had a restrictive effect particularly when to the 
sum total of those charges were added the restrictive practices and the high 
charges by those overseeing and measuring cargo once it reached the city quays. 
Moreover, the Docks Company’s dues on goods had to be taken to a large 
extent from the raw materials of manufacture, the very sector where progress 
would have helped to solve the Company’s problems. 

The transfer of the City Docks to the Corporation in 1848 was a great step 
forward, but it is necessary to refute the exaggerated claims of the Free Port 
veterans concerning the causes of the increase in trade which took place at the 
Port in succeeding decades. In 1875 Mr. Leonard Bruton, Robert Bright’s 
right-hand man in the 1848 agitation, even claimed in a paper before the 
British Association that over three million pounds being half the capitalised 
value of the increase in the City’s rateable value from £437,000 in 1851 to 
£720,000 in 1871, could be attributed as a direct result of the 1848 and later 
reductions in dues. Latimer at page 302 of his Nineteenth Century Annals in 
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commenting on Mr. Bruton’s view writes “It would be interesting to discover 
the precise effect of the scheme by which the Corporation recovered control 
over the port”. It would indeed. 

Briefly the chief causes of the increase in the trade of the Port after 1848 were 
the fiscal changes brought about by Sir Robert Peel’s administration during the 
1840’s. The corn tax upon foreign grain imposed at the end of the Napoleonic 
war was by an Act passed early in 1846 to come to and end after three years. Is 
it any wonder that the tonnage of shipping bringing grain and flour from abroad 
to the Port increased according to the Docks Accounts from 15,000 tons in 1848 
to 29,000 tons in 1849 ? In 1849 the Navigation Acts which had quite outlived 
their usefulness since Oliver Cromwell’s time, were abolished and the restric- 
tions on foreign ships trading with Britain were ended. “The removal of the 
monopoly right conferred by the Navigation Acts forced British ship-owners 
and ship-builders to bestir themselves and improve their methods’. (Trevelyan). 

Peel also abolished with immense benefit to the trade of the country the 
protectionist duties on many imports and in the Dock Accounts from 1849 
onwards it can be seen that the tonnage of shipping from various foreign parts 
showed notable increases. Unfortunately the Dock Accounts give no record of 
goods imported until 1861, but shipping tonnages at Bristol can safely be taken 
as a broad indication of the volume of imports. 

Supplies of English timber were running short under the demand brought 
about by the building of the new railways and new houses for the century’s 
great increase in population. The tonnage of shipping bringing timber into the 
Port from North America and from Northern Europe had already quickly 
risen to the figure of 43,000 tons by 1848. It was 55,000 tons in 1849, back to 
43,000 in 1850, but thereafter rising beyond 50,000 tons each year to reach 
74,000 tons of timber shipping in 1854. From Peel’s reforms the trade of the 
nation moved rapidly forward to new levels of Victorian prosperity and Bristol 
shared in this advance for more powerful reasons than a reduction in the Port 
dues on shipping and goods. Furthermore, unless the shipowner reduced his 
freight charges and the importer of raw materials reduced his price, the manu- 
facturer would receive no benefit but in company with other ratepayers would 
pay increased City rates on account of the rate-in-aid to the Corporation-owned 
docks. 

It was in the year 1841 that Bristol first had a direct railway connection to 
London. In 1844 the link with Exeter was completed and in 1854 with the 
Midlands. | 

From the census of population taken every tenth year since 1801, Shannon 
and Grebenik have calculated that within the area included in the 1835 muni- 
cipal boundary there were 61,000 people in 1801 with an increase in every 
successive census to 137,000 by 1851. By 1861 there was an increasing urban 
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cluster outside the City boundary and the total population of City and cluster 
was, they calculate, 190,000 by 1861 and 365,000 by 1901. Import, revenue or 
shipping figures for the whole or even for large parts of the century are difficult 
or maybe impossible to build up for strictly comparative purposes, but it is clear 
that the trade of the port like the population increased every decade. 

Now in his 1875 lecture, Mr. Bruton used the tonnage figures of ships arriving 
from abroad, which figures tally with those given back to the year 1827 in the 
Dock Annual Accounts for 1878; but Mr. Bruton did not choose to include the 
available figures for coastwise shipping. Let us now set side by side the adjusted 
census figures from 1831 to 1871 and the average annual shipping tonnages of 
the Port for the previous decade at the time of each census, except that for 1831 
where we can only average the shipping figures for the five years 1827 to 1831. 


Shipping in °ooo tons 





Population Increase Foreign Coastal Total Increase 
(000’s) 
1831 104, = 135 393 528 
1841 125 20% 113 614 727 38% 
1842 / 
1848 127 696 823 13% 
1849 / 
1851 Ig! 729 920 12% 
1851 137 10% 146 706 852 17% 
1861 154 12% 255 74.7 1,002 18% 
1871 188 19% 335 936 1,271 27% 


Note: These shipping tonnages are not compiled on the same basis as the 
Port’s modern statistics, but can of course be compared within their own 
range. 

The modern statistics of the Port based on the Net Register tonnage of 
ships entering from Foreign and British countries overseas and entering 
coastwise, give the following figure for each tenth year from 1850 to 1900:— 


Year ending Foreign Coastwise Total 

30th April 000 tons 000 tons 000 tons 
1850 129 514 643 
1860 207 505 712 
1870 356 593 949 
1880 522 651 1,173 
1890 624 669 1,203 
1900 848 764. 1,612 
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The figures show that from 1831 to 1871 there was a substantial increase in 
the total shipping using the Port and that the rate of the increase in total ship- 
ping from 1827 to 1848 was at about the same rate as the increase from 1848 to 
1871. Furthermore the curve of the shipping increase fluctuates in much the 
same way as the population increase. What did happen between 1827 and 1871 
was that the tonnage of coastal shipping steadily increased from 350,000 tons 
in 1827 to 1,088,000 tons in 1871 with no significant change of increase around 
1848. Foreign shipping declined from 139,000 tons in 1827 to about 100,000 
tons a year from 1832 to 1837 and thereafter increased a little irregularly to 
125,000 tons in 1846 after which it increased fairly steadily, except for the 
disastrous Crimean year of 1855, to 428,000 tons in 1871. 

The 1875 contention of the Free Port Veteran is almost wholly incorrect. 
No doubt some few traders, other than shipowners benefited by the 1848 reduc- 
tion in shipping dues but it will need a research microscope of high magnification 
to find those benefits. To drag in rateable values is one step more absurd than 
to praise the gentlemen of the first Docks Committee for their beneficence in 
facilitating the subsequent population increase. 

Yet even when the progress in the trade of the Port up to 1848 has been 
established, there seems to have been a failure in general on the part of the ship- 
owners, merchants and manufacturers of Bristol to expand in the first part of 
the nineteenth century after the end of the Napoleonic war. There were many 
reasons for this, but also the mercantile community of Bristol was inbred. It 
needed new blood from outside the oligarchy of shipowners, Merchant Ven- 
turers, local bankers and members of the self-elective Corporation. It is sur- 
prising to see in the various reference books for the period how often the same 
man and how often the same family name appears in various official and 
business connections. Bristol was a very comfortable place for many decades 
for many of the merchant families and Bristol was looking back to and hoping 
to restore the trade and prosperity of the eighteenth century, a trade that would 
not have supported the new dock works and a prosperity that had been gilded 
by the black profits of the West Africa to West Indies run. 

And the new blood, the new men, did not arrive or did not come into their 
power until the second half of the century when the effect of Peel’s fiscal libera- 
tions began to be felt. Who were these men? 

John Robinson came in 1860 and set up a mill for the crushing of oilseeds. 

His new Bathurst Mill was built in 1877 near the Floating Harbour with a 

capacity of 1,200 tons of oilseeds a week. The business extended to the Avon- 

mouth Docks in 1904 and joined in 1916 with B.O.C.M. who have now at 

Avonmouth the largest animal feeding stuffs factory in the world. 

Proctor Baker became partner in his father’s small Redcliff mill in 1860. 

Spillers’ great flour mills at Avonmouth grew from this business. 
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William Butler (Docks, 1887-1890), tar distiller, came from Leicestershire 
in 1843 and from his business alongside the Avon above Netham, grew the 
installations now at Avonmouth. 

Uriah Alsop (Docks, 1884-1886) mechanised in 1863 his Broadmead 
cabinet works employing 100 to 200 people and was employing 1,000 people 
by 1883. 

John Lysaght, iron merchant, came to Bristol about 1860 and by 1883 
his galvanising works employed 400 men and covered 3% acres. His iron was 
brought from his Midland works to his Bristol works alongside the Feeder 
Canal by the Severn Canal Company. 

The Derham brothers (James Derham, Docks, 1879-1881) came from 
Wrington, Somerset, in 1854 to manufacture boots and shoes. By 1883 they 
employed 1,200 to 1,500 people and up to 2,000 in the busy season. 

Christopher Thomas (Docks, 1848-1877) greatly developed the manu- 
facture of soap and its by-products from the middle century onwards. 

Charles Wills (Docks, 1883-1895: 1897-1898) came from Newton Abbot 
in 1859 and built large and successful clothing factories. 

Even greater than all these the tobacco firms were building up their businesses 
in the second half of the century to merge and emerge as the Imperial ‘Tobacco 
Co. Ltd. J. S. Fry and Sons, famous for the manufacture of cocoa and chocolate, 
and E. S. & A. Robinson, the printers, also made vital progress in the second 
half of the century. Nor does this list name more than a few of those who so 
diversified the manufactures of the City from 1850 to 1900. 

Truly the history of the nineteenth century Port will only be written against 
the background of the City breaking through old boundaries and out of ancient 
bonds. The Municipal Reform Act of 1835 swept away the old Corporation, 
set up an elected Council and with the gradual widening of the municipal 
electorate may well be considered the local tap-root of twentieth-century 
prosperity. For though for long years after 1835, much of the outlook of the old 
order was found in the new Council, yet by the ’80s and the ’90s new men in 
name and outlook were joining the City rulers, two or three decades later than 
their impact in industry and commerce; new men indeed so far as the Docks 
Committee were concerned, in that the progressives, the pioneers, had no direct 
stake in the dock industries. 

The electorate, the municipal electorate, had grown considerably from a 
mere 4,193 in 1835, and the ratepayers, the ultimate pipers, began by the 
1890’s to call for a progressive tune. And who were the new men in the Docks 
board room? Charles Wills (1883) wholesale clothing manufacturer, James 
Fuller Eberle (1887) coachbuilder, Henry William Twiggs (1890) perambulator 
manufacturer, Edward Parsons (1890) seedsman, William Howell Davies (1887) 
leather merchant, Herbert Ashman (1895) leather merchant and others also, 
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But until the 31st December, 1899, Alderman William Proctor Baker held them 
all. On the day the century ended, Proctor Baker left the Chair for the second 
and last time. 

What could these new men know of Port complexities? At first, maybe no 
more than other citizens, citizens whose harbour and whose harbour rivers 
circled their ancient city and threaded through their lives. ‘The Docks Committee 
never favoured members here this November, gone the next. The new men 
brought new talent and devotion but the new men needed time. They took 
time and they learnt. And from their city heights, the new men could turn their 
eyes from close survey of harbour waters and see far away, at the river mouth, 
the deep waters of the sea. 


32 


THE MEMBERS OF THE BRISTOL DOCKS COMMITTEE 
1848-1899 


Biographical details of the 108 members are arranged in alphabetical order 
of names. Average length of service was about eight years. The number of 
members appointed each year varied from time to time. 

The Mayor of Bristol was an ex officio member of the Committee during his 
year of office, but the Mayors have not been included in the following pages 
unless they attended Dock meetings subsequent to the first meeting of each 
municipal year when the Mayor customarily presided during the appointment 
of the Chairman for the ensuing year. 

The municipal year ran from one November election to the next throughout 
this period. ‘Thus Samuel Budgett (1887-1888) served one year only. 

The names of all members in any year can be found from the Index which 
gives each name in block capitals with the years of membership. Annual lists 
from 1848 to 1967 have now been compiled and are available for inspection upon 
reasonable notice to the Secretary of the Port Authority. 

Of the 108 members of the Docks Committee from 1848 to 1899, one was 
made a Privy Councillor and five were Knighted. Twenty-three were made 
Mayor or Lord Mayor of Bristol and eleven appointed Sheriff of the City. 
Eighteen were elected Master of the Society of Merchant Venturers and ten 
chosen as President of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce. 
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Abraham Alexander 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1852-1866 


Councillor 1845-1866 (Bristol Ward) 

Occupation Shipbroker. Russian Consul at 37, 
Park Street 

Born About 1790 

Died 22nd July 1870 aged 80 years at 6 
Lansdown Place, Victoria Square, 
Clifton 


Farr: “Record of Bristol Ships, 1800-1838”. pp. 127, 155, 168, 180, 185, 190. 


Abraham Alexander, merchant, Bristol bought and sold s.v. ‘‘Hero” (1826-27) 
and s.v. ““Emerald” (1829-31). 


Abraham Alexander, William Wolfe Alexander (Docks, 1866-1874) and 
Joseph Frankel Alexander, merchants, traded as J. F. & A. Alexander opposite 
Crane 5 at the Quay and were mortgagees, owners or part-owners of four ships 
ships from 1833 to 1838. 


Abraham Alexander is shown in the ship’s register as Master of one of these 
ships, the s.v. “Fame” in 1835. 


Note: Joseph Frankel Alexander was an unsuccessful candidate for St. 
Augustine’s in 1835; died 23rd November 1848 aged 60 years. Royal Hano- 
verian Consul at 41, Park Street. 


Wells: “Short History of the Port of Bristol’? (1909) 


p. 88: Council, 25th October, 1847—Abraham Alexander voted for the 
purchase of the undertaking of the Bristol Dock Company. (Motion carried 
by 42 votes to 4). 


pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863—Voted for motion to oppose 
Avonmouth company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. Motion carried 
by 28 votes to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher Thomas). 


pp. 173/176: Council, 2nd February 1864—Voted for amendment (lost by 
35 votes to 10) to delay approval of Avonmouth company’s second bill for 
Dock. In the November 1863 elections, several opponents of the first Bill rejected 
by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, had been defeated. 
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p. 182: Council, 19th May 1864—One of thirteen members who signed 
protest against Council approval on and February 1864 of Company’s second 
Bill for construction of Avonmouth Dock and who abstained from attending the 
Council meeting. 


Western Daily Press: 15th August 1874 


Abraham Alexander and his brother, William Wolfe Alexander, were among 
the first Jews elected to municipal office in England. 
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William Wolfe Alexander 


CONSERVATIVE 

Docks Member 1866—August 1874 

Councillor Unsuccessful for St. Augustine’s in 
1846 

Alderman 1850-August 1874. Directly appoin- 
ted alderman 

Occupation Shipbroker. Foreign Merchant. Con- 


sul for His Majesty the King of the 
two Sicilies. 


Born About 1798 


Died 15th August 1874 aged 76 years at 
26, Berkeley Square, Clifton 


Wells: 


pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863—Voted for motion to oppose Avon- 
mouth company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. Motion carried by 28 votes 
to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher Thomas). 


p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872—Voted against any subscription of capital 
by the Corporation to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Subscription approved by 37 votes to 18. 

p. 198: Council, rst July 1872—Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed 
to the share capital of the Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 


Western Daily Press: 15th August 1874 


Alderman W. W. Alexander had a very cultivated mind and great consideration 
for others. He was of quiet habits and declined the mayoralty. 


“Bristol Worthies’”’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 2/3 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER practically was for many years the head of the firm of 
Messrs. Alexander, formerly carrying on business in Bristol as Foreign Mer- 
chants, and Vice-Consuls for several Continental countries. 


He lived, with his wife and three daughters and three sons, in Berkeley Square, 
and was long on the Aldermanic Bench of the Town Council, where, as else- 
where, he was generally popular and esteemed for his sound common sense, and 
courtesy to all who came in contact with him. In appearance he was of good 
height, well set up, invariably dressed in black, of slight build, grave looking, 
but very genial and pleasant in conversation, and an active man who carried 
his years well. 


Originally two of his sons, Edward and Alfred, were associated with him in 
business, and one, Brandon, was called to the Bar; his yellow barouche was a 
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well known object in Clifton in the fifties and sixties, and his daughters were 
some of the foremost leaders of fashion in the district, much admired, and very 
popular everywhere. 


“Contemporary Biographies”: Bristol in 1898: Vol. 1, p. 153 


A. J. Alexander, General Manager of the Bristol Water Works Company 
from 1888 was the son of Alderman W. W. Alexander. 


See also entry for Abraham Alexander concerning ship transactions. 
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Uriah Alsop 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1884-1886 
Councillor 1880-1886 (Clifton Ward) 


Occupation Furniture manufacturer. 56 years in 
business. Apprenticed to celebrated 
cabinet maker, John Willis of 
Trenchard Street. (Western Daily 
Press, 19th February 1906). Resi- 
dence, Alma House, 25 Alma Road 


Born About 1829 
Died 17th February 1906 at Bitton resi- 
dence 


‘Work in Bristol’’ (1883), pp. 15/19 

His extensive manufacturing premises, with much machinery recently intro- 
duced, extended from 57-59 Broadmead back to Fairfax Street with consider- 
able frontages on both highways. 


Wells: 

p. 244: November 1881—One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create 
a Docks and Harbour Board to take over the three separate Docks and to be 
elected from and by payers of dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed 
by the Corporation and was rejected by the Select Committee. 


See also reference at p. 31 of the present volume. 
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Sir Herbert Ashman 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1895-1902 


Councillor December 1890-1900 (St. Pauls) 

Alderman 1900--23rd September 1902 
(resigned ) 

Mayor 1898-1899. Lord Mayor (the first) 

1899-1900 

j.P. 1898 

Knighted 15th November 1899 

Occupation Head of Herbert Ashman and Co., 


leather importers and manufac- 
turers, 2-5 Broadmead 





Born llth June 1854 at Yeovil 

Died 26th September 1914, aged 60 years, 
at residence, Cooks Folly, Stoke 
Bishop 

Education Independent College, Taunton 


“Bristol Worthies’’, 1st Series (1907): p. 84. 


UntTIL a few years since Sir Herbert Ashman was known as the head of a Bristol 
firm, “‘Herbert Ashman & Co.,” carrying on an extensive business in the 
icather trade, but now he is distinguished as having been the last Mayor and the 
first Lord Mayor of the City and County of Bristol, and who had the unusual 
honour of holding office on the occasion of Her late Majesty paying a visit to 
the City to open the Convalescent Home on Durdham Downs, and being 
knighted by his Sovereign, on the steps leading to the Council Chamber of the 
City Corporation. In appearance he is a good-looking man, of good height and 
presence, very pleasant and affable in manners, and carried out the duties of 
his high office in an efficient and creditable manner, in which he was gracefully 
assisted by his Lady, who well performed her part as Lady Mayoress and 
hostess at numerous entertainments given during the time he held office. Sir 
Herbert is not only a smart man of business, but a ready speaker on the many 
occasions when he is called upon to preside at public meetings and gatherings 
of all sorts and kinds, and is very popular with a large circle of friends. 


A Liberal in politics, he was often seen on the platforms during the late 
General Election, and his fine pair of horses have frequently been in the front 
rank at shows in the surrounding district, although he also is devoted to motoring 
and golf. 
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Bristol Evening Post: 14th February 1967 


In 1871 when Herbert Ashman was 17 years of age and a member of the Bristol 
Ariel Rowing Club formed the previous year, he won a very fine cup at Exeter 
Regatta. This cup has now been presented to the club by his grandson, Mr. L. 
Ashman Olive and will be known as the Sir Herbert Ashman Trophy to be 
competed for on the River Avon in the Head of the River Race for Scullers. 


See also pages 23, 31 and 203 of the present volume. 
‘Contemporary Biographies”’: 

Bristol in 1898: Vol. 1, p. 62. 

Bristol in 1898-9: Vol. 2, p. 250. 
“Clifton Society” 

Cartoon and short biographical note. 

Bristol Central Library Reference 6560. 
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Arthur Baker 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1890-1901 


Councillor 1874-1900 (Redcliff) 
Alderman 1900—10th November 1902 (resigned) 
J.P. 1887 
Sheriff 1892-3 
Master, Merchant Venturers Society, 
1875-6 
Occupation Miller and corn merchant, Redcliff 


Backs. Partner in Messrs. Wm. 
Baker & Sons and director of 
Messrs. Spillers and Bakers Ltd. 
upon purchase of Messrs. Bakers by 
Messrs. Spillers of Cardiff in 1889 





Born 27th June 1841 in Bristol 
Died 14th December 1909 aged 68 years 
Education Bristol Grammar School 


Arthur Baker was the son of William Baker, maltster and hop merchant, who 
became a miller at Redcliff Backs, Bristol in 1852. He was the younger brother 
of Alderman William Proctor Baker (Docks 1875-1901) and he entered his 
father’s business in 1857 and became a partner in 1866. 


Part of entry in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”, Vol. 1, p. 61 

Arthur Baker resided at Henbury Hill House, near Bristol. On the amalga- 
mation of his firm with Spillers of Cardiff, he was made in 1890 a director of 
Spillers and Bakers Ltd. which carries on the largest milling and corn trade 
business in the United Kingdom, with mills and factories at Cardiff, Bristol, 
and Newcastle-on-Tyne; Chairman of the Company since 1892; also Chairman 
of Hudden and Co., Ltd., tobacco manufacturers; one of the local Directors of 
the Royal Insurance Co.; was one of the earliest members of the Volunteer 
force, having joined the 1st Gloucester Volunteer Rifles in 1859. Several years 
Churchwarden of St. Mary Redcliff, and took a leading part in the movement 
for the restoration of that church and the building of its spire. 


At meeting of City Council, 20th June, 1893: 


Voted for his brother’s resolution against the Docks Committee’s scheme for 
new dock at Avonmouth. 


See also references at pages 20, 21 and 23 of the present volume. 
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William Proctor Baker 


CONSERVATIVE 

Docks Member 1875-1901 

Chairman 15th March 1880-16th November 
1882: 31st July 1893-3lst Decem- 
ber 1899 

Councillor Never sought election: directly ap- 

ointed Alderman 

Alderman 15th July 1869-lst January 1902 

Mayor 1871-1872 

J.P. 1875 


Master, Merchant Venturers, 1869- 

1870. President, Bristol General 
Hospital, 1872-1907 

Occupation Miller and corn merchant, partner in 
Messrs. William Baker and Sons, 
Redcliff Backs 

Residence Broomwell House, Brislington 

Born 21st July 1834 at 27 Portland Square, 
son of William Baker, maltster and 
hop merchant of Stratton Street, 
St. Paul’s, Bristol 

Died 17th August 1907 aged 73 years 

Education Bristol Grammar School 





Wixui1amM Proctor BAKER was the elder brother of Alderman Arthur Baker 
(Docks member, 1890-1901) and the brother-in-law of Alderman Sir George 
Edwards (Docks member, 1879-1883 and 1886-1887). 

In 1852 his father William Baker, maltster, became a flour miller alongside 
the Floating Harbour at Redcliff Backs. William Proctor Baker entered his 
father’s business at an early age and learned every part of the business, both 
manual and managing. Proctor Baker said that throughout his life his hands 
were scarred by his chipping millstones in his youth. By 1860 William Proctor 
Baker, 26 years of age, was a partner and within the next year or so he had 
reconstructed an older mill and built another alongside the first at Redcliff. 

His greatest interest in life was the towering flour mills he had brought into 
being at Redcliff. Proctor Baker grew to be the dominant influence in Dock 
policy from the 1860’s until 1899. He was a powerful speaker, formidable in 
debate, with a turn of sarcasm that could hurt. His opinions on Dock policy 
greatly influenced public opinion throughout the city. 

Proctor Baker was heard on Dock matters long before he became an alderman 
in 1869. In 1862 the City Council sought Parliamentary power to spend 
£800,000 on cutting through Horseshoe Point and deepening the Avon by more 
than seven feet for four and a half miles up to Cumberland Basin where a new 
lock and basin would be built. ‘The Bill proposed to meet the capital charges by, 
among much else, charging dock dues on corn and provisions hitherto exempt. 
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Great opposition developed and Proctor Baker with others gave evidence 
against the Bill before the House of Commons Committee. His evidence was to 
the effect that the scheme would retard developments at the City Docks. He 
said the new rates would cost his milling firm £650 a year. The Bill was eventu- 
ally rejected by the Committee of the House. 

By January, 1871 both the promoters of the Avonmouth Dock and those of 
the Portishead Dock were seeking parliamentary powers for the Bristol Corpo- 
ration to subscribe £100,000 towards their respective capitals. Benjamin 
Gustavus Burroughes (Docks member, 1863-1864) had moved in the Parliamen- 
tary Bills Committee that no such contribution be made to either. Alderman 
Proctor Baker succeeded with an amendment that in view of the value of the 
Corporation’s land at Portishead it was advisable to leave the matter to the 
Council. In Council his resolution to leave the contribution provision in both 
Bills was accepted on his stating that it was advisable to provide accommodation 
for large steamers. Alderman Proctor Baker was Mayor when the question of 
actually making such a contribution came before the Council on the 18th 
June 1872. A resolution that it was inexpedient was lost by 37 votes to 18 and the 
Mayor voted with the minority. With the principle of contribution agreed, 
however, the adjourned Council decided on the 1st July to subscribe £100,000 
to the capital of the Portishead Company and Proctor Baker then voted for this 
proposal. The Mayor and the Docks Chairman were with three councillors 
appointed by the Council to be directors of the Portishead Dock Company. 

In the Council meeting of November, 1877 a councillor queried the advisa- 
bility of electing directors of rival Dock companies to the Docks Committee, but 
the Council did so. Alderman James Ford, Chairman of the Portishead Dock 
Company and Docks Vice-Chairman, resigned from the Docks Committee on 
the 9th November, 1877 and shortly afterwards Dock members Proctor Baker 
and Councillors Terrell and W. Pethick resigned from their Portishead 
directorates. This left Alderman Proctor Baker free at the November 1878 
meeting to propose a successful resolution against rival Dock directors being on 
the Docks Committee. This resulted forthwith in the exclusion of four Avon- 
mouth directors who were influential members of the Docks Committee, namely, 
Mr. Charles Nash, (Deputy Chairman, Avonmouth Dock and also Chairman 
of the Docks Committee until November, 1877), Mr. Christopher Thomas, 
Mr. T. T. Taylor and Mr. Mark Whitwill. Only Mark Whitwill ever returned 
(1884-1891). Proctor Baker was not afraid of rousing antagonisms. 

Proctor Baker, now 44 years of age, was the outstanding personality in Dock 
policy. George Wills succeeded Charles Nash as Docks Chairman, but as Chair- 
man (November, 1877 to March, 1880) was unfortunate in that during his 
period of office the Avonmouth and Portishead Docks were at last open to 
traffic and severe competition between the three docks began. 
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In February, 1880 Alderman George Edwards, brother-in-law of Proctor 
Baker, informed the Docks Committee that he had had a private conversation 
on the matter of competition with Mr. Charles Nash, Chairman of the Avon- 
mouth company. As a result the Company were prepared for three of their 
directors to meet three Docks members. Alderman Edwards moved and it was 
seconded that an unofficial meeting should take place. The Chairman, Mr. 
George Wills, declined to put the motion and vacated the chair. The Vice 
Chairman, Mr. C. B. Hare, took the chair and put the resolution which was 
carried by a majority decision. Mr. George Wills resigned as Chairman on the 
8th March. On the 15th March, 1880 Mr. C. B. Hare proposed and Alderman 
Edwards seconded a motion that Alderman Proctor Baker be elected Chairman 
and the resolution was carried unanimously. 


The negotiations to avoid competition reached no satisfactory conclusion. 
A Docks sub-committee was set up in June, 1880 to consider what steps to take. 
It was the grain trade the new docks chiefly attracted. Alderman Proctor Baker 
presented a Docks report to Council on the goth August, 1880 recommending 
that the Town and Wharfage Dues at the City Docks should be abandoned for 
the time being and that the cost of labour in discharging grain cargoes should 
be borne by the Committee as such charges were not made at the outer docks. 
These concessions could be made and yet leave a profit. Proctor Baker said 
grain brought to the City Docks had fallen from 1,200,000 quarters in 1877 to 
745,000 in 1879 and from May 1880 to date only 84,000 quarters had come to 
the City Dock, say 291,000 quarters per annum. (May to the beginning of 
August was customarily a slack period for grain imports). ‘The Council approved 
the report by a large majority. 


Outside the City Council, however, there was opposition to a competitive 
arrangement which it was said put £5,000 a year into the pockets of the grain 
merchants. Either the river should be dockised or the three docks brought under 
one management. Charles Wills, president of the Chamber of Commerce 
(Docks member 1883-1895: 1897-1898) favoured amalgamation, but the 
Chamber decided in favour of supporting dockisation. In January, 1881 a 
case was brought against the Dock Committee by a plaintiff alleging that the 
payment for labour charges in discharging grain was illegal. By an Act of 
Parliament passed later in 1881, the Bristol Corporation gained the right to 
alter rates and dues though the provision for granting rebates was lost. In 
effect, therefore, the Corporation had the competitive powers they needed 
and were not greatly concerned when the plaintiff won his case in May, 1884. 
Before then Mr. Joseph Weston (Mayor from 1880 to 1884 and Docks member 
1884-1886) had first persuaded the competing dock managements to modify 
their competition and then was able to bring about agreement for the purchase 
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by the Corporation of the Avonmouth and Portishead Docks under the terms 
of the Bristol Dock Act, 1884. 

Alderman Proctor Baker’s first term as Chairman lasted from the 15th March, 
1880 to 16th October, 1882. At the Docks meeting that day a letter from him 
was read with a request that he be allowed to retire from the Chairmanship. 
The Committee expressed their regret and their appreciation of his services 
for the last two years as Chairman. They also expressed the hope that “after 
such absence as the regrettable circumstances necessitate’? he would consent 
again to place his valuable assistance at the disposal of the Committee. No 
Chairman was appointed in his place until the first meeting of the new municipal 
year on the 13th November, 1882 when Councillor C. H. Low was appointed 
and so remained until the events of the summer of 1893. Proctor Baker had not 
attended Docks since the 21st August, 1882 and though included in the 
November, 1882 list of members did not attend again until the Docks meeting 
of the 24th May, 1883. 

The local papers reported the appointment of Councillor Low in briefest 
terms but made no mention of the retirement of Proctor Baker or the reasons 
for his doing so. It could have been for reasons of the health of himself or Mrs. 
Baker. It could have been rendered advisable by reason of the action to be 
brought in the Queen’s Bench Division by the Attorney-General on the legality 
of the grain rebates and payments as mentioned above. Whatever the reason 
Alderman Proctor Baker’s influence in Dock matters remained. 

Proctor Baker was in any event planning and negotiating at this time for the 
erection of a great new mill and both a flour and a silo granary at Redcliff 
Backs. It was a massive scheme for those times and made his firm the foremost 
millers in the West of England. The new mill erected in the middle of the 1880's 
even further increased his prestige in Dock affairs and he was of great help to 
the Mayor in his negotiations to bring about the purchase of the rivermouth 
docks. 

The period from 1884 to 1889 under the chairmanship of Councillor Low 
was free of the storms and controversies of previous years. The Docks Committee 
were concerned with assimilating the three docks into one system. No great new 
developments were being argued about. Proctor Baker, deep in his successful 
Redcliff projects, had to make no powerful interventions in Dock matters, 
though his influence was used to keep any proposed capital expenditure within 
moderate limits. With his heart centred on Redcliff and thus on the City Docks 
these were probably his happiest years. One needs to have lived in Bristol no 
later than the Edwardian decade to have felt the charm and spell of the wealthy 
old city. Even to the edge of poverty the spell held, the mediaeval city not yet 
wholly gone, the harbour packed with smaller ships, and night not a lurid 
glare but a spread of gold and silver lights on dark velvet. If Proctor Baker, 
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churchwarden at Redcliff, master of his new great mills at Redcliff, wished in 
his fifth decade for the sun to stand still over the golden scene, at least his wish 
can be understood. 


But unseen though they were in the old harbour, the size of the larger ships 
was steadily increasing. The Avonmouth lock began to be too small for them. 
Proctor Baker’s fourth decade in trade was ending, indeed his career in milling 
ended in 1889 when the Redcliff mills were joined with Spillers’ mills at Cardiff 
and the firm of Spillers and Bakers took over the Redcliff and Cardiff mills. 
Proctor Baker and his partners shared a fortune by the transfer and Proctor Baker 
retired from active management at the Redcliff mills. His deep interest remained, 
however, and so did his attachment to the cause of the City Docks. But his 
fourth decade had ended and furthermore on the 11th November, 1889 Charles 
Wills became Deputy Chairman of the Docks Committee. The scene was set 
for the contentions of the 1890’s. 


The Introduction to this index of members has already given an account of 
the proposals put before the Council by the Docks Committee in 1892 and 1803 
for a new dock at Avonmouth. Proctor Baker returned in May, 1893 after a 
long absence and opposed the proposals already approved by Council. At a 
special Council meeting on the goth June, 1893, the Alderman secured a 
reversal of the new dock policy in terms which caused both the Chairman of the 
Docks, Alderman Low, and the Vice-Chairman, Charles Wills, to resign from 
their posts. An account of this meeting is given under the entry for Charles Wills. 
On the 31st July, 1893 the Docks Committee appointed Proctor Baker for his 
second term of office as Chairman. The Introduction also tells how for the rest 
of the century he staved off schemes for dock development at the rivermouth 
despite the majority opinion building up against him. Towards the end of 1899 
he informed the Committee he wished to resign from the Chairmanship on 
grounds of age and health. He relinquished that post on the 31st December, 
1899 and the progressive William Howell Davies was appointed in his stead on 
the 1st January, 1900. 


Alderman Proctor Baker remained a member of the Docks Committee until 
November, 1901 and an alderman until the 1st January, 1902. At the Council 
meeting on that day, the tribute paid to him by his successor, Alderman Howell 
Davies, was carried with acclamation. Proctor Baker died on the 17th August, 
1907 at the age of 73 years. His work for the development of the City Docks 
where his great mills were built was outstanding and at least it can be said that 
his opposition to the building of a new dock at Avonmouth indirectly resulted, 
in view of the rapid increase in the size of ships from 1892 to 1902, in a lock of 
much larger proportions being built, a lock that was adequately to serve the 
Port through fifty years of prosperity. 
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In the early 1930’s, Spillers Ltd. erected a great waterside mill at Avonmouth 
on Docks land and as part of the lease arrangements, the Docks Committee 
accepted the Redcliff mills built by Proctor Baker. To these premises in the 
1940’s came the first of the great London tea firms to base themselves at the 
Port of Bristol after the Second World War. 

‘Bristol Worthies’’, rst Series (1907): p. 85 , 

Wixi1aM Procror BAKER was, when the writer first knew him, an energetic, 
able, hard-working young man, deeply engaged in building up the business 
now known as “‘Spillers & Bakers, Ltd.,’’ which has since grown to be one of 
the largest of the kind in England, as millers and corn merchants, etc. For some 
years past he has retired from active work in the concerns in which he is interes- 
ted, which are said to include a well-known brewery and tobacco manufactory, 
as well as “Spillers & Bakers, Ltd.’? He served the office of Mayor of his native 
city, and was long an alderman, magistrate, and Chairman of the Bristol Docks 
Committee, in all of which positions he acquitted himself with ability and dili- 
gence. He is a strongly built man, over middle height, fair, with light beard and 
moustache. 

He married Miss Scott, a lady who energetically assisted him in his duties 
when Mayor and Master of the Merchant Venturers, and, as both are keen 
on sport, they have many congenial tastes. He is musical, and used to play the 
violoncello. He lived at Brislington for many years, but since his practical re- 
tirement from active business life, has been mostly residing in Somersetshire, 
where the writer thinks he purchased an estate some years since. He is popular 
and esteemed in a large business circle in the Bristol district, and has taken great 
interest in the Bristol General Hospital, of which he is President. 

See also references at pages 15-27, 30 and 32, of the present volume and 
entries for Councillor Tom Canning and Alderman W. Smith. 

Bristol Central Library 2463 and 3169. 
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Thomas Barnes 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1873-1874 
Councillor Did not seek election 
Alderman 1868-1874, by direct appointment 
Mayor 1873-1874 
Master, Merchant Venturers, 1865— 
1866 
Occupation Timber merchant 
Born About 1826. Second son of Ald. F. K. 
Barnes 
Died 11th April 1892, aged 66 years 


Residence, Woodside, Sneyd Park 
before going to London 


Wells: 


p. 194: Council, 18th June, 1872—Voted in favour of the Council resolution 
that the Corporation might subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or 
Portishead) beyond the limits of the borough. 

pp. 198/9: Council, 1st July, 1872—Voted against Council resolution that 
£,100,000 be subscribed to the share capital of the Portishead dock company. 


Western Daily Press: 13th April, 1892 


Joined family firm of F. K. Barnes & Sons, the largest timber importers in 
Bristol; became head of firm for some years. He was lately resident in London 
and was about the London docks on business a few days before his death. 


John Bates 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1860-1861 
Councillor 1854-July 1869 
Mayor 1859-1860 
j.P. 1864 
Occupation General Manager, West of England 


and South Wales Bank, Corn 
Street, Bristol. Retired in 1866 
Residence: 8 Royal York Crescent, 


Clifton 
Born About 1801 
Died 2nd July 1869 aged 68 years. He was 


was killed by the accidental dis- 
charge of his gun during re- 
loading near Whitefield Farm, 
Marwood about ten miles from his 
seat at Umberleigh, Devon 
(Western Daily Press, 3rd July 1869) 


To erect the bank premises which now face the Corn Exchange, the famous 
coaching inn, the Bush Inn, was demolished in 1854. Of the Inn it was said 
“It had as many bedrooms as might have lodged King Priam’s sons-in-law”’. 
The new bank building cost £40,000. The West of England & South Wales 
Bank failed in 1878 and the building is now Lloyds Bank. It is a notable building 
and described by Pevsner (p. 424, North Somerset and Bristol Buildings) as 
having an “‘unbelievably rich facade in glorious Venetian Cinquecento”. The 
architects were William Bruce Gingell and T. R. Lysaght. All the sculpture 
was by John Thomas. 


Wells: 

pp. 122/3: 7th October, 1858—Paired in favour of special Committee to 
consider providing docks at Avonmouth. (For details see also entry for Joseph 
Coates). 

pp. 173 /6: Council, 2nd February, 1864—Voted for Avonmouth Company’s 
second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes to 18. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 1st Series (1907): p. 12 

Joun Bates was a big, heavy man, with a good deal of dignity about him, and 
held the position of General Manager of the West of England and South Wales 
Bank, whose headquarters were at Bristol. He married a charming lady, a 
sister, we think, of the late Major Selwyn Payne, but left no family. Mr. Bates 
was a captain in the Bristol Rifles, and held the Presidency of the Grateful 
Society. He was above the medium height, and big with it, wearing a trimmed 
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beard and moustache, and had a slow, deliberate way of speaking, with rather 
a ponderous manner. From the responsible position he occupied, and having 
discharged his duties as Mayor in a satisfactory manner, he enjoyed a good deal 
of influence, and, without being especially social, or genial, he was fairly liked 
and popular with those who knew him best, and the tragic circumstances of 
his sudden death, the result of an accident while out shooting, came as a shock 
to a large number of friends and acquaintances with whom he had been associ- 
ated for many years in various ways. 
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William Charles Beloe 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1853—August 1861 
Councillor Did not seek election 
Alderman 1853-August 1861 
j.P. 1858 
Occupation Colonial produce broker. The firm of 


W. Beloe and Company of 17 Corn 
Street were large importers of 
sugar from the West Indies 

Residence: Cradley House, White- 
ladies Road 


Born About 1809 


Died 3lst August 1861, aged 52 years at 
Charlton House, Wraxall 


Wells: 


p. 61: 29th September, 1846—Member of Free Port Council for the purchase 
of Bristol Docks. 

pp. 122 /3: 7th October, 1858—Voted in Council with “‘fixed property party” 
against appointment of special Committee to consider with representatives of 
the Merchant Venturers and the Chamber of Commerce the provision of river- 
mouth docks. (For details see entry for Joseph Coates: amendment against 
appointment carried by 25 votes to 24). 
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John Ryan Bennett 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 1895-1904 
Councillor 1892-1904 (Westbury) 
j.P. (Somerset) 1894 
President, Chamber of Commerce, 
1891-1892 
Occupation Colliery proprietor: Bedminster Coal 


Co. Director, Bristol & West of 
England Building Society 

Born About 1847 at Bedminster, Bristol, 
son of Henry Bennett, J.P., owner 
of Dean Lane Pit, Bedminster 

Died Good Friday, 6th April 1917 (aged 
70 years) walking from his resi- 
dence at 3 Upper Belgrave Road, 
Clifton to Highbury Chapel, Cot- 
ham 


Education Private 





13th April, 1892—At the Annual Meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, he 
made a speech on “‘The Bristol Coalfield in its relation to the Port of Bristol’. 
A copy of this speech is in the Port Authority’s library and strongly advocates 
the provision of facilities for shipping coal from the Port. He also declared him- 
self to be a believer in dockisation. 


Western Daily Press: 7th April, 1917 


He became the manager of his father’s pit and was advised by H.M. Inspector 
of Mines to restrain his great personal daring. In 1911, he became critically ill 
by fracturing his skull in a fall from a London tramcar. He was of a genial 
disposition and had a wide circle of friends. 


See also references at page 23 of the present volume and in “‘Contemporary 
Biographies, Bristol, 1898’’, vol. 1, p. 63. 
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Joseph Thomas Board 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1886-1895 


Councillor 1885-10 July 1900 (Bristol Ward) 
Alderman 10 July 1900-1906 
Occupation Distiller: Managing Director of Bris- 


tol Distillery Co., Cheese Lane 
Residence: (1886) Derrystone, ‘Tyn- 
dalls Park, Clifton 


Born About 1836 

Died 23rd January 1906 aged 69 years, at 
Roseneath, Willsbridge, near Bris- 
tol 


Bristol Observer: Saturday, 27th January 1906 
HE was of unobtrusive disposition: a churchwarden at St. Philip’s and St. 


Jacobs. 
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John Strachan Bridges 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1880-1886 
Councillor 1880-1886 


Occupation Captain Strachan Bridges was a West 
Indian merchant. (Beaven, p. 61). 
Captain, Royal Artillery (retired) 


Born About 1842 
Died 2lst May 1925 aged 83 years, at 


Woodcote, Fleet, Hampshire 


Her married Lady Grace Stopford, daughter of the 5th Earl of Courtown in 
1878. 
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Samuel Budgett 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1887-1888 
Councillor 1885-1888 


Occupation Provision merchant of Samuel Bud- 
gett & Son, Carlton Chambers, 

Baldwin Street 
Residence: Cotham House, 71 Cot- 

ham Hill (old) 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 

OnE of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour Board 
to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by payers of 
dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation and was 
rejected by the Select Committee. 
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Benjamin Gustavus Burroughes 
CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1863-1864 


Councillor August 1862-1877 (Clifton) 
Occupation Solicitor 
Residence: 5 Buckingham Place, 
Clifton 
Born About 1808 
Died 12th February 1898, aged 90 


Wells: pp. 173 /6: Council, 2nd February 1864 


VorTeD for amendment (lost by 35 votes to 10) to delay approval of Avonmouth 
company’s second bill for Dock. In the November 1863 elections, several oppo- 
nents of the first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, had been 
defeated. 


Wells: p. 182: Council, roth May 1864 


One of thirteen members who signed protest against further approval of Gom- 
pany’s Bill for construction of Avonmouth Dock and who abstained from attend- 
ing the Council meeting. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 

VotepD for the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to sub- 
scribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the limits 
of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 

Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 

VoTED in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 

See also reference at page 43 of the present volume. 
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Alfred George De Lisle Bush 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1877-1892 
Councillor 1877-1892 (Clifton) 
President, Chamber of Commerce, 
1878-1880. Master, Merchant Ven- 
turers Society, 1878-1880 
Occupation Warehouseman: J. & R. Bush. Direc- 
tor of John Lysaght Ltd. Local 
director: Royal Insurance Com- 
pany 
Residence (1877): 7 Rodney Place, 
Clifton and later of Standish House, 
Stonehouse, Glos. 





Born About 1846 

Died 27th August 1929, aged 83 years, of 
Eastington Park, Eastington, Glos. 

Education Clifton College 


Wells: p. 215: 1877 


PROPOSER of resolution in Council to appoint six members of Docks Committee 
and six members of Council (with no direct connection with docks) to consider 
dockisation. 

Part of entry in “‘Bristol Worthies”, 2nd Series (1909): p. 157 

ALFRED GEORGE DE LisLE Bus is the eldest surviving son of the late Colonel 
Robert Bush (sketched in First Series, Bristol Worthies), and was educated at 
Clifton College. Married, 1890, Florence, eldest daughter of the late John 
Lysaght, J.P. President of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce 1878-1880. 
Master of the Merchant Venturers Society 1882-3. Is one of the local board of 
directors of the Royal Insurance Co., and a director of John Lysaght, Limited. 

For many years he did useful work, and took an active part in local matters, 
being at one time a member of the firm of J. & R. Bush, but since he joined the 
board of John Lysaght Limited he has relinquished his connection with most 
other matters. He is a well-known man in his native city, and very popular in a 
large circle of friends and acquaintances, by whom he is always spoken of as 
“George de Lisle’. 

He belongs to a family long connected and associated in many ways with the 
City and County of Bristol, and all his life has taken a keen interest in anything 
for the advantage or welfare of the ancient city. The capital portrait accom- 
panying this slight sketch gives a good idea of the person referred to. 


“Western Daily Press’: 28th August 1929 
Biographical details. 
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James Bush 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1858-13th March 1866 


Councillor 1858-13th March 1866 (Bristol) 
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, 
1853-1854. Master, Merchant Ven- 
turers, 1859-1860 


Occupation Warehouseman: J. & R. Bush 
Born About 1805 
Died 13th March 1866, aged 61 years, at 


his residence, Avon Cottage, Cum- 
berland Road, Bristol 


Wells: p. 80: September 1846 


MeEmBER of Free Port Council with object of bringing about purchase of the 
undertaking of the Bristol Dock Company. 


Wells: p. 96: November 1849 


FAILED to secure election to City Council for Bristol Ward as nominee of Free 
Port Council. 


Wells: p. 121: September 1858 


MeEMBER of committee of influential citizens pressing Corporation to provide 
docks for largest class of steamers at Avonmouth. 


Wells: p. 124: November 1858 
ELECTED to City Council for Bristol Ward as nominee of Chamber of Commerce. 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


VoTED for rejected amendment (28 votes to 25) to negotiate with Company 
concerning the latter’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 


Wells: pp. 173 /6: Council, 2nd February 1864 


VotTepD for Avonmouth company’s second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes to 
18. 
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Colonel Robert Bush 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1866-—5th August 1877 


Councillor 1866—5th August 1877 (Bristol) 
J.P. 187] 
Occupation Warehouseman: partner in J. & R. 


Bush. At earlier date, a major in H.M. 
96th Regiment 


Born November 1808, son of Robert Bush 
of Clifton-hill House, Clifton 
Died Sth August 1877, aged 68 years, at 7 


Rodney Place, Clifton 
Education Shrewsbury School and Sandhurst 





BROTHER of James Bush (Docks, 1858-1866) and father of Alfred George de 
Lisle Bush (Docks, 1877-1892). There would thus seem to have been a “‘Bush”’ 
seat on the Docks Committee from 1858-1892. 


Latimer: p. 364, 24th September 1859 

First parade of 600 men of Bristol Volunteer Rifle Corps in Queen Square, 
the first such corps in the Kingdom. Honorary Colonel, the Mayor for the 
time being: Corps Commander as Lieutenant-Colonel—Major Robert Bush. 


Latimer: p. 396, 1863 
One of the chief promoters of Avonmouth Dock Bill opposed by the Corporation 
and rejected by Parliament. 


Wells: p. 194: Gouncil, 18th June 1872 

VOTED against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: pp. 198 /g: Council, 1st July 1872 
VOTED against proposition that £100,000 be subscribed to the share capital of 
the Portishead Dock company. Proposition carried by 36 votes to 19. 


Limes and Mirror: 6th August 1877 

He entered the Army in 1826 and after service in every quarter of the globe, 
retired in 1853 and entered the family business. 

See also reference at page 12 of the present volume. 
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“Bristol Worthies’’, 1st Series (1907): p. 20 


WE have often seen that when the need comes the man also is forthcoming. 
And this was so with Colonel Bush the subject of this sketch. At the starting of 
Volunteer Movement, in 1859, one of the earliest Corps formed was the Bristol 
Rifles, and its first Colonel was found in Colonel Bush, a local man, brother (the 
writer believes) of Henry and James Bush, and a partner, as bonded warehouse- 
men, of the latter, carrying on an extensive business as “‘J. and R. Bush.” He 
was a tall man, well over six feet, and big with it, very upright and military in 
appearance, gruff in manner and speech, and a strict disciplinarian. Although 
we have had several commanders since, it is more than doubtful if we have had 
any, altogether, better than the first. He had been in the Army, and his experi- 
ence was of great value in the early days of Volunteering. He was proud of his 
regiment, and his men equally proud of their Colonel, and the high position the 
Corps has always held, both for drill and good shooting, was no doubt in great 
measure due to his unfailing devotion to his duties and the interests of the regi- 
ment, which has stood second to none in the Kingdom. His only daughter, a 
lovely girl, married Mr. Henry Wright, of ““W. Wright & Sons’’; his eldest son, 
Tobin, for many years carried on his father’s business; another, long known as 
the able wicket-keeper of the Gloucestershire Cricket team, is now the Sword 
Bearer of the Bristol Corporation; and another, George de Lisle, is a partner in 
John Lysaght, Ltd., and lives near Stroud. The Colonel died well up in years, 
much respected and regretted by a great number of his old friends and comrades. 
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William Butler 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1887-1890 


Councillor 1887-1890 (St. Philip’s South) 
j-P. 
Occupation Founder of William Butler and Com- 


pany, coal tar distillers, etc., resin 
and turpentine importers, etc. First 
Chairman of Bristol Tramways 


Company 
Born 1819 at Woodhouse Eaves, Leic. 
Died 6th October 1900, aged about 80 
years 


Chairman of Local Government Board, St. George, for 14 years. St. George and 
St. Philip’s North and South were incorporated within the City in 1885. 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 


One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour Board 
to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by payers of 
dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation and was 
rejected by the Select Committee. 


“History of William Butler & Co. (Bristol) Ltd.” (1954) 


Came to Bristol in 1843 as manager of the tar distillery at Crews Hole. Bought 
the works after a fire there in 1863. Retired from business in 1889. Father of 
W. H. Butler (Docks, 1898-1903), of J. B. Butler (Docks, 1903-1909) and of T. 
Butler (Docks, 1917-1919). 

William Butler and his three sons were prominent Methodists. 
See also reference at page 69 of the present volume. 
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Councillor 
ke 


Occupation 


Born 


Died 





Education 


William Henry Butler 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 1898-1903 


1897-1903 (St. George) 

For Gloucestershire 

Chairman of St. George Local Board 
and member of County Council for 
7 years 

Chairman of William Butler & Co. 
(Bristol) Ltd. from incorporation in 
1905 to 1931. The company were 
tar distillers, resin and turpentine 
importers, etc. 

1850 at St. George, Bristol 

20th June 1931 

Residence: Summer Hill House, St. 
George 

Redland, under Samuel Griffith 


“History of William Butler & Co. (Bristol) Ltd.” (1954) 
Expest son of William Butler. Joined his father’s business at Crew’s Hole in 1868. 


“Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898’, vol. 1, p. 64. 


Further details. 
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Thomas Canning 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1870-1871 
Councillor 1852-1876 (Bristol) 
Mayor 1870-1871 
J.P. 1863 
Occupation Warehouseman at King Street Hall, 


trading as Ford & Canning in 
partnership with James _ Ford 
(Docks, 1856—9th November 1877). 
The partnership ended in 1876 

Residence (1870): Rodney House, 
Clifton Road, Clifton 


Born About 1815 at Devizes 


Died 21st December 1888, aged 73 years, 
at Cran Hill, Weston, Bath 


Wells: pp. 122 /3: 7th October 1858 

VOTED in Council with ‘‘fixed property party’ against appointment of special 
Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details see 
entry for Joseph Coates: amendment against appointment carried by 25 votes 
to 24). 

Wells: p. 125: November 1858 

In seeking re-election, he stated he favoured dock extension if it would not 
increase the rates. 

Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 

VoTeED for motion to oppose Company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
Motion carried by 28 votes to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher Thomas). 
Wells: pp. 173 /6: Council, 2nd February 1864 

VOTED for amendment (lost by 35 votes to 10) to delay approval of Avonmouth 
company’s second bill for Dock. 

Wells: p. 182: Council, 19th May 1864. 


OnE of thirteen members who signed protest against further approval of Com- 
pany’s Bill for construction of Avonmouth Dock and who abstained from attend- 
ing the Council meeting. 


Wells: p. 192: Latimer, p. 400: 1871 
SUBSCRIBED £2,000 to the Portishead Dock Scheme. His partner, James Ford, 
who became Chairman of the Portishead Dock company subscribed £6,000, 
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Both Conservatives and Liberals were among the larger subscribers to the Portis- 
head Dock scheme. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 

VOTED against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 
VoTED in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the Portis- 
head Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 


Western Daily Press: 22nd December 1888 


WHEN he lived at Westbury-on-Trym he was a grower of very fine azaleas, his 
group being the finest in the Kingdom at the Crystal Palace Exhibition. When 
he left for Dorset, his collection went to Proctor Baker at Brislington. 

He hunted with the Duke of Beaufort’s pack at Badminton. 


‘Bristol Worthies”’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 18 


THOMAS CANNING was another of those men who are always known by an 
abbreviation of their Christian name, and although for many years a town 
Councillor, Magistrate, and served the office of Mayor, in a satisfactory manner, 
was always known and spoken of as ““T'om.”’ He was a large man in height and 
build, with a closely shaved face of florid complexion, very upright in carriage, 
and a man of iron will and convictions, and his voice was fairly well known on 
the Bristol quays. For many years he was associated in business with the late 
James Ford, and they carried on an extensive trade as bonded warehousemen 
and merchants, at King Street Hall, where the sons of the latter have since 
been engaged in the same line. Tom Canning was rather a rough customer to 
trifle with, but not a bad sort amongst those he knew. We think he served as 
President of the Dolphin Society, and in other capacities in local matters. He 
married a sister of Mrs. James Fuidge, but left no family, and was a popular 
and well known man, in a large circle of friends, when he passed away at a 
fairly advanced age. 


Michael Henry Castle 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1854-1866 


Councillor 1854-1866 (Clifton) 
j.P. 1851 
Occupation Director of Great Western Railway 


Company. Deputy Chairman of 
Bristol and Exeter Railway when 
absorbed by G.W.R. on Ist Janu- 
ary 1876 (History of G.W.R., Vol. 
II, p. 180). 

Deputy Chairman of Portishead Pier 
and Railway (Wells, p. 173, April 


1864) 

Born About 1809 

Died 7th October 1891, aged 82 years 
Residence: 3 Windsor Terrace, Clif- 
ton 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 1st Series (1907): p. 25 


MiIcHAEL CasTLe was a tall, grave-looking man, who invariably appeared — 
dressed in a frock coat, dark clothes, and silk hat. He was a magistrate and town 
councillor for Bristol, one of the Charity Trustees, etc.; a Liberal in politics, and 
a director of the G.W.R. He married somewhat late in life Miss Harriette 
Brown, of Caledonia Place, Clifton, and had, we think, three children—two 
daughters and one son. Mr. Castle was an agreeable, sociable man, with a good 
deal of quiet humour about him, possessed of much shrewdness and common- 
sense, very courteous in his manners and treatment of all who came in contact 
with him, and enjoyed the esteem and regard of a large circle of friends. His 
father, brother Robert, and nephew Tom, carried on for many years an extensive 
business as distillers and wine importers, but as far as is known to the writer, 
Michael was not engaged in any business, being possessed of private means. He 
lived for many years in Windsor Terrace, but at the time of his death, at a good 
old age, was, we think, living in the house afterwards occupied by his widow and 
family, near the Clifton College and Zoological Gardens. 


Wells: pp. 122 /3: 7th October 1858 


VoTED in Council with “fixed property party” against appointment of special 
Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details see entry 
for Joseph Coates: amendment against appointment carried by 25 votes to 24). 
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Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Votep for motion to oppose Company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
Motion carried by 28 votes to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher Thomas). 


Wells: pp. 173 /6: Council, 2nd February 1864 


VoTeED for amendment (lost by 35 votes to 10) to delay approval of Avonmouth 
company’s second bill for Dock. 


Wells: p. 178: April 1864 
OpposeD Avonmouth Dock Bill which was approved by Parliament. 


‘‘Contemporary Biographies, Bristol in 1898’’, Vol. 1, p. 155 
“A pronounced Whig”’. 
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Commander George Cawley, R.N.R. 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1895-1898 


Councillor 1895-1898 (Clifton) 

Occupation Master mariner 

Born 1839 at Bristol 

Died 14th May 1910 at Mayfield, Cribbs 


Causeway, near Bristol 


A loud voice for hailing was once a nautical requisite and when the Commander 
spoke at Docks Committee his voice could be heard throughout the building 
(R. H. Jones, General Manager 1932-45—who joined the Docks Committee’s 
staff in 1899). 


Wells: p. 287: March 1896 


Took part in controversy about the payment of tolls by passengers on pleasure 
steamers at Hotwells with a view to securing the removal of railings and the 
substitution of chains and posts. 


Western Daily Press: 16th May 1910 


WENT to sea on a Bristol West Indiaman in 1853 and sailed in most types of 
shipping, sail and steam. Became a captain in the Clan Line of Glasgow. Joined 
Royal Navy Reserve Volunteers in 1861. He was a genial and outspoken man 
and became President of the United Kingdom Pilots’ Association. 


See also reference at page 23 of the present volume. 
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Joseph Coates 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1852-1853: 1858-1862 


Councillor 1850-1853: 1856—July 1962 (Clifton) 
j-P. 1848 
Occupation Surgeon. Proprietor of Sion Spring 


which was on the site of the present 
St. Vincent Rocks Hotel, Clifton 
Residence: | Saville Place, Clifton 


Born About 1797 
Died 24th July 1862, aged 65 years 


Wells: p. 89: 1847-1848 

SKILFULLY led a movement in Clifton Ward (which he unsuccessfully contested 
until 1850) against the purchase of the undertaking of the Dock Company by 
the Corporation. Clifton was unwillingly brought into the City in 1835 and in 
1850 it was said that half the City’s rateable value came from Clifton. 

The basis of the objection of the “fixed property party” was the payment of 
sums from the rates to assist the City’s docks or the raising of capital likely to 
involve rate contributions since Clifton being residential was unlikely to benefit 
to any extent by increase in Port trade. 


Wells: p. gt: 20th June 1848 


Mr. Coates withdrew, as sole remaining objector at the Committee stage to the 
dock transfer Bill which became the Bristol Dock Act, 1848. 


Wells: p. 123: 7th October 1858 


CounciL met to consider proposal that Council should appoint members as a 
special Committee to confer with representatives of Merchant Venturers and 
Chamber of Commerce with a view to providing accommodation at Port for the 
largest class of steamers. 

Mr. Coates seconded amendment by Councillor J. G. Shaw (Bristol Ward, 
Mayor 1853-1855) that the Council favourably entertain any plan which did 
not impose additional rates or endanger value of dock property and that there- 
fore the Council do not appoint a Committee to meet any other representatives 
concerning a plan for increased dock accommodation. 

After a three and a half hours debate the amendment not to appoint a special 
Committee, etc. was carried by 25 votes to 24. 


From this decision flowed the consequence that the Avonmouth and Portis- 
head Docks were within the next twenty years constructed by private companies 
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with resultant competition and loss and the eventual necessity of the two river- 
mouth docks being purchased by the Corporation in 1884. 


The 14 members of the Docks Committee voted as follows:— 


Against appointment of Special Committee For appointment of Spectral 
to confer on rivermouth dock. Committee. 

Ald. R. Robinson (Vice-Chairman) Councillor R. J. Poole 
Ald. W. CG. Beloe King (Chairman) 
Ald. James Ford Councillor C. J. Thomas 
Councillor J. Poole (Jnr.) Councillor C. Nash 


Councillor W. Naish 
Councillor M. Castle 
Councillor R. Lang 
Councillor J. Wetherman 


Absent: Ald. J. Vining, Councillor A. Alexander, Councillor J. W. Miles. 


It is interesting to note that Mr. W. D. and Mr. H. O. Wills, tobacco manu- 
facturers, were both members of the City Council and both voted for the appoint- 
ment of a special Committee and thus against the “fixed property party”. 

A month later after the elections of November 1858, Alderman Vining and 
Councillor Lang left the Committee and four new members were appointed to a 
Docks Committee increased from 14 to 16 members. ‘The new members were:— 


Councillor F. Terrell (against appointment of Special Committee) 
Councillor James Bush 
Councillor T. P. Jose 


Councillor Joseph Coates (against appointment of Committee) 


Councillors James Bush and T. P. Jose were newly elected in November 1858 
and had been brought forward by the Chamber of Commerce as supporters of 
the Chamber’s policy of dock development. 


Wells: p. 151/152: 15th May 1861 
DEBATE on Town Dues. 

“Frequently these long debates were only relieved from dullness by occasional 
acrimonious passages between opponents in the Council Chamber. But at this 
meeting Mr. Coates agreeably varied the proceedings by some appropriate 
quotations from Shakespeare and “Tom Jones’ ”’. 

“Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”’: Vol. 1, p. 93 
CoLoneEL Charles Coates, J.P. who served with distinction in the China and Zulu 


campaigns was the son of the late Joseph Coates, J.P., retired Gommander, 
H.E.I.C.8. and resident in 1839 at 1, Saville Place, Clifton. 
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George Cole 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1869-1874 


Councillor 1852-1861: 1868-1874 

Occupation Merchant and Shipowner. Pawn- 
broker 

Born About 1812 

Died 27th October 1878, aged 66 years, at 


18 King Square, Bristol 


Latimer’s Annals, p. 342 

“AT the usual New Year’s Day meeting of the Council in 1855 Mr. Cole 
complained of the undue representation of the Conservative majority on 
Committees.”’ He stated, among other examples, that the Docks Committee 
had eight Conservatives to four Liberals. (In fact the Dock Committee appointed 
in November 1854 consisted of 8 Conservatives and 6 Liberals.) Latimer states 
it was subsequently arranged that two or three from each side should meet 
prior to annual election of committees to make arrangements satisfactory to 


both parties. 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 

VOTED in Council against “fixed property party” and for appointment of 
special Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers 
and the Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details 
see entry for Joseph Coates) Motion for special Committee lost by 25 votes to 
24. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 
VoTeED in favour of Council decision that the Corporation might subscribe 
capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the limits of the 


borough. 


Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 
VoTED in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 
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Edward Beadon Colthurst 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1888-1897: 1899-1911 


Councillor Jan. 1886-1901 (Redcliff) 
Alderman 1901-17th July 1913 
j.P. 1894 
Master, Merchant Venturers, 1888- 
1889 
Occupation Oil and colour merchant: Colthurst 


& Harding, Temple Gate 
Residence: West Town House, 
93 Pembroke Road, Clifton 


Born About 1844, son of Edward Colthurst 
Died 17th July 1913, aged 69 years 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 


One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour Board 
to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by payers of 
dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation and was 
rejected by the Select Committee. 


Council, 20th June 1893 


One of four Dock members who supported Proctor Baker’s resolution against 
the Committee’s scheme for a new dock at Avonmouth. 


Western Daily Press: Times G Mirror: 18th July 1913 
Or genial disposition, retired from business about 1909. 
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Charles William Cope-Proctor 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1886-1889 


Councillor Did not seek election 

Alderman October 1878—-November 1913 (re- 
tired) 

J.P. 1887 

Occupation Chemical manure manufacturer. 
Director, Bristol Water Works 
Company 

Residence: MHeathercliff, Clifton 

Down 

Born About 1849 

Died 25th November 1920 at 5 West Mall, 


Clifton, aged 71 years 
(Western Daily Press, 26th and 27th 
November 1920) 


“Bristol Worthies’’, rst Series (1907): p. 97 


CHARLES WILLIAM CopE-PRocToR is a man who has for many years given a 
great deal of his time to local public business, and acted as Chairman of the 
Bristol Sanitary Authority, which has so many important matters in charge, and 
deals with a considerable amount of money in the course of each day. 

He married the adopted daughter of the late Alderman Thomas Proctor, 
and added the name of Proctor to his own name. He has a large family, and isa 
man about medium height, rather slightly built, dark, and wearing beard and 
moustache. Originally connected with the business of H. & T. Proctor, the 
writer is under the impression he has long since retired from any active part 
in it, and his duties as a magistrate, alderman, and Chairman of the Sanitary 
Authority, in all of which he is active and efficient, fill up the most part of his 
time. 

He is unassuming, courteous, and affable; and enjoys the respect and esteem 
of his colleagues and the public in general, as proved by his being so often re- 
elected to the important positions he fills so ably and well. 
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Richard Cripps 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1886-1890 


Councillor April 1885—January 1891 
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce 
1868-1869 


Occupation Wharfinger and marble merchant 
Residence: Grove, Brislington 


Born About 1810 


Died 25th July 1891, aged 81 years 
(Marginal note in Beaven, Central 
Library) 





‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 26-27 


RicHARD Cripps for many years carried on an extensive business as a marble 
merchant, but to the majority of his fellow citizens, was far better known as a 
particularly lively and volatile member, of a very convivial coterie, of good 
fellows and jolly companions, who was always to the fore when any fun was on 
the carpet. In appearance, he was rather under medium height, good looking, 
with dark hair, eyes, whiskers and moustache, on a bright, pleasant face, and 
was immensely popular in his own set, by whom he was invariably addressed 
and spoken of as ‘“‘Dickie.”’ Somewhat late in life he inherited a good deal of 
money, under the will of a relation of the late Sydenham Trust, and then 
‘* *Dickie’ fairly made things hum!’ He was a widower, with several children, 
and lived in the Bristol district, where he spent most of his life, and although there 
was not much of the veteran about him to the last he must have been well up 
in years when his death took place, to the regret of a great number of cronies 
and friends, by whom he was much esteemed and appreciated. His accompany- 
ing portrait was taken some years before his death. 

(Note: The reference to Sydenham Trust is probably an error. Sydenham 
Teast had owned a dry dock on the south side of the Floating Harbour at 
Wapping). 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 

One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour Board 
to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by payers of 
dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation and was 
rejected by the Select Committee. 
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Henry Daniel 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1882-1883 
Councillor 1882-1891 
JP: 1894 
Sheriff 1906 


Occupation Auctioneer. Commenced business in 
Bristol in 1840, retired in 1896. 
Partner in Alexander Daniel & Co., 
Bristol and London. Director, 
Grand Hotel Company 





Born About 1826 in Gloucestershire 
Died 11th December 1912, aged 86 years 
Residence: | Tyndall’s Park Road, 
Bristol 
Education Privately 


‘Bristol Worthies”’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 166-167 


HERE we have a man who, for most of his somewhat long life, has looked at 
least twenty years younger than his age, and has not yet got out of the habit of 
doing so. For many years Henry Daniel was a very active and able partner in 
a firm of auctioneers, valuers, and insurance assessors, but some time since 
retired, and is a Justice of the Peace, and lately served as High Sheriff of the City 
and County of Bristol. In appearance he is of about medium height, with dark 
hair and eyes, side whiskers, and of slight build, rather pale of complexion, and 
very affable and pleasant in manner. A good, fluent, and amusing speaker, and, 
when following his former avocation, one of the best auctioneers the writer 
remembers in a somewhat extended experience. H. Daniel has always held a 
leading position amongst Nonconformists in the district, and is a moderate 
Liberal in politics. He is a genial, agreeable man, quite unaffected, and pos- 
sessed of much common sense and knowledge of the world and his fellow 
creatures, amongst whom he is very popular, and much esteemed. He resides in 
Tyndall’s Park, Clifton, and has been twice married. 


‘Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”, Vol. 1, p. 75 
Further details. 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 


One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour Board 
to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by payers of 
dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation and was 
rejected by the Select Committee. 
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Sir William Howell Davies, M.P. 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 16th November 1887 to 16th Novem- 
ber 1931. (44 years) 





Deputy 
Chairman 14th November 1898-3lst December 
1899 
Chairman Ist January 1900-16th November 
1908 
Councillor January 1885—-November 1897 
Alderman 15th November 1897-26th October 
1932 
Mayor 1895-1896 
j.P. 1894 
M.P. Bristol South 1906-1922 
Knighted 1908 
President, Chamber of Commerce, 
1884-1885 
Occupation Leather merchant, trading as Davies 
& Co. at 17 Queen Charlotte 
Street with tanneries at Bedminster 
Born About 1851 at Narberth 
Died 26th October 1932, aged 81 years, at 
Down House, Stoke Bishop 
Education North Street Wesleyan School and 


later at private schools 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 170-172 
sik WiLuiAM Howe tu Davies has been for some years an active member and 
Alderman of the Bristol Corporation, very ably served the office of Mayor, and 
was elected Member of Parliament for Bristol South at the last General Election. 
Until lately he was the chairman of the Bristol Docks Committee, and has taken 
a keen interest in matters connected with the welfare of Bristol, and was one of 
the British representatives who accompanied Sir Alfred Jones on a visit of 
Inspection in the West Indies, and was present in Jamaica at the time of the 
terrible earthquake and fires in 1906. He succeeded to, and has greatly extended, 
the business carried on by his late father as a leather factor and merchant, and in 
appearance is a good-looking man of about medium height, with dark eyes and 
hair, bald, wearing moustache only, smart and alert in manner, but affable 
and pleasant with those brought in contact with him. A fluent speaker, pos- 
sessed of a good deal of common sense, his opinions are looked upon with respect 
by the Chamber of Commerce and other business circles. He is married, and 
lives in the house on Durdham Down so long formerly the residence of the late 
Albany Savile. 

Alderman Sir William Howell Davies, M.P., the chairman of the Docks 
Committee, is the head of Davies & Co., Limited, leather factors, of Bristol, 
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Northampton, Leeds, &c. Born at Narberth in 1851, he came to Bristol at the 
early age of six, and in 1875 joined his father, the late Mr. ‘Thomas Davies, in 
the business of which he, in 1892, became the head. In the summer of 1897 
he went with Mr. W. R. Barker to Canada to represent Bristol in the celebration 
of the Cabot Quater-Centenary, having during his Mayoralty done much to 
promote the erection of the Cabot Tower on Brandon Hill. 

He has always been ‘“‘a forward policy’? man in dock affairs, and was for 
several years the leader of the Liberal party in Bristol. In 1900 he opposed the 
Right Hon. Walter H. Long in Bristol South, but was unsuccessful. In January, 
1906, however, he beat Mr. Long, and became M.P. He was the host of the late 
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman when, as Prime Minister, he came to address 
the Anchorites, in November, 1907. Alderman Davies is a prominent Wesleyan 
and a staunch teetotaller. 


‘Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”’, Vol. 1, p. 55. Further details. 


1881—Was one of 83 prominent business men backing a Bill to promote a 
Docks and Harbour Board to take over the three separate docks and to be 
elected from and by payers of dock rates. The Bill was opposed by the Corpora- 
tion and rejected by the Select Committee. 
June, 1897—Delegate from City Council to Canadian celebration of Cabot’s 
voyage of discovery from Bristol. 

Chairman of Committee for erection of the Cabot Tower, Brandon Hill. 


Wells: p. 308: Council, 21st September 1897 


SUPPORTED Alderman Inskip’s resolution calling on Docks Committee to intro- 
duce a dock extension scheme in next Session of Parliament. 


Wells: p. 310: Council, 5th October 1897 


SECONDED the adoption of the Docks report proposing a new plan for a dock, 
larger than the 1892 scheme, at Avonmouth. 


Docks Committee, 20th December 1899 


APPOINTED Chairman in succession to Alderman Proctor Baker with effect 
from ist January, 1900. 

The achievements of Alderman Sir William Howell Davies as Docks Chair- 
man were attained in the twentieth century and fuller details of him will be 
given in a second volume of Committee members. 
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James Derham 
LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1879-1887 


Councillor 1878-1880 (Bristol) 
1880-1887 (St. Philips North) 
Occupation Boot and shoe manufacturer 
Born About 1820 
Died 24th February 1890, aged 70 years, at 
Sneyd Park 


“Work in Bristol’ (1883) 


Tue brothers Samuel and John Derham started their business of bootmaking in 
a very small way at Wrington in Somerset in 1843. Their trade increased and 
the brothers moved to Bristol in 1854. Successive factories became too small and 
in 1865 large premises were erected in Barton Street, St. James. In 1883 up to 
2,000 people were employed in the busy season. 


See also page 31 of the present volume. 
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James Dole 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1888-1889 
Councillor 1883-1889 (St. Philips) 


Occupation Bacon curer in West Street, Bristol 
East. Director of Usher’s Trow- 
bridge Brewery. Extensive property 
developer in neighbourhood of 
Redland High School for Girls 


Born About 1831 


Died 20th April 1899, aged 68 years 
Residence: Redland House, 
8 Iddesleigh' Road, Durdham Park 


Western Datly Press: 21st April 1899 


HE was a genial man, of integrity. He had a taste for fine art and a good collec- 
tion with some notable paintings. | 


Matthew Dunlop 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1877-1881 
Councillor 1877-1881. (St. Michaels) 


Occupation Brewer. He came to Bristol from 
Dublin in 1846. When the new 
Baldwin Street was cut, he had 
‘“‘Dunlop’s Buildings’ erected and 
occupied the extensive ground floor 
as a wine merchant with licensed 
premises and restaurants. Retired 
in 1896 in favour of his son, Ivie 


Dunlop 
Born About 1813 at Mearns, Ayrshire 
Died 2nd November 1899, aged 86 years, at 


St. Michael’s Hill House, Bristol 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 


One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour Board 
to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by payers of 
dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation and was 
rejected by the Select Committee. 


Western Daily Press: 3rd November 1899 


In the 1860’s he favoured the construction of rivermouth docks and joined with 
Charles Nash in promoting the Avonmouth Undertaking. 
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James Fuller Eberle, O.B.E. 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1887-1894: 1895-1900 
Councillor 1886-1901 (St. Augustines) 


Alderman Ist January 1902-1939. 53 years’ un- 


broken Council membership 
j-P. 


Occupation Coachbuilder (John Fuller & Co., 
Bristol). Director of Henry Prich- 
ard & Co. Ltd 

Residence: 96 Pembroke Road, Clif- 
ton; in 1877 at 131 Pembroke Road 





Born 1854 at Devonport 

Education Clifton College and Dr. C. T. 
Hudson’s, Manilla Hall, Clifton 
Down 

Died 2lst April 1939 


City Council, 11th July 1893 

JoINED with the Chairman, Alderman Low and the Vice-Chairman, Charles 
Wills, with two other members of Committee in asking to be relieved from fur- 
ther attendance at Docks Committee in view of Council’s adverse vote on the 
scheme for a new Dock at Avonmouth: remained with others as a member on 
persuasion from Council. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 175 


JAMES FULLER EBERLE, is another of those young-looking men on whom years 
take little effect—probably temperament has something to do with it. He is 
above medium height, of slight build, good-looking, with dark hair, eyes, and 
moustache, and has two sons who are making names for themselves in the 
athletic world. He is an Alderman and Justice of the Peace, and vice-chairman 
and an active member of the Museum and Art Gallery Committee of the Cor- 
poration, and has been a generous contributor to the latter institution. But, as 
the president, patron, and liberal supporter of everything connected with the 
Bristol Veterans’ Association, he has done some of his best, though probably 
least known, work, and it is believed to be work congenial to him and his 
excellent wife, who, in a quiet, unobtrusive way, has given him much willing 
help. J. F. Eberle is not a man to sound the trumpet before him, but those who 
know him best appreciate him most, and he enjoys the esteem and regard of 
those who do know him, and the affection of all connected with the Bristol 
Veterans’ Association. 


q@> 


ole: 


Part of entry in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”, Vol. 1, p. 66 


JAmes FULLER EBERLE was a member of the firm of John Fuller and Co., coach- 
builders, St. George’s Road, Bristol, and a Director of Henry Prichard and Co., 
Ltd. Born at Devonport, 1854; educated at Clifton College, and Dr. C. T. 
Hudson’s Manilla Hall, Clifton; son of the late Rev. J. A. Eberle, Moravian 
Minister, of Dublin; adopted by his uncle, the late John Fuller, J.P., who was a 
prominent Bristol citizen. 


Western Daily Press: 24th April 1939 


Honorary Freeman of Bristol. Preservation of the Red Lodge, Park Row was 
chiefly due to him. 


See also reference at page 23 of the present volume. 
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Sir George William Edwards 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1879-1883: 1886-1887 
Councillor Did not seek election 
Alderman April 1874—5th December 1899 (re- 
signed) 
Mayor 1876-1879: 1886-1887 
J.P. 1878 
Knighted 1887 


President, Bristol Stock Exchange, 
1870-1871. Master, Merchant Ven- 
turers, 1879-1880 


Occupation Stockbroker. Partner in tobacco firm, 
Ringer Edwards & Co. Chairman 
of Edwards, Ringer & Bigg Ltd. 
who became part of Imperial 
Tobacco Co. Ltd. 





Born 16th April 1818, at Bishop Street, St. 
Pauls, Bristol, son of George 
Edwards 

Died 28th March 1902, aged 83 years 

Education Private school 


Brother-in-law of Alderman Proctor Baker (Docks member, 1875-1901). 


Docks Committee, 16th February 1880 

PRECIPITATED resignation of Chairman, George Wills, by reporting on his 
unofficial talk with Charles Nash, Chairman of the Avonmouth Dock company, 
and pressing a resolution for three members of the Committee to meet three 
Avonmouth directors to discuss the competition between the Docks. 


“Bristol Worthies’”’, 1st Series (1907): p. 34 


Str GEORGE WILLIAM EDWARDS was, when the writer first knew him, a man 
carrying on a successful business as a stockbroker, and it was not until after the 
death of his brother, who had been a partner in the firm of ““Ringer Edwards & 
Co.,”” tobacco manufacturers, that he had anything to do with the trade, but 
he then gave up the stockbroking and threw himself, with his wonted energy, 
into the new line of business, which he further increased by amalgamating with 
it the firms of ““Leake & Co.” and the successors of ““W. O. Bigg & Co.,” both 
old and well established in the trade. Sir George was a man of good height, 
with a profusion of iron-grey hair, slight beard and moustache, rather blunt 
and brusque in manner, and very downright and outspoken in speech, but very 
kind hearted and generous, and scrupulously upright and just in all his dealings, 
and perhaps, in his day and generation, there were few men more universally 
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esteemed and respected, even by those—and they were many—who did not 
see alike with him in all subjects. For many years he was an ardent Volunteer, 
and most assiduous at his drill, although declining to take a commission. He 
was very keen as a musician, both instrumental and vocal, in the former sense 
represented by his playing the violoncello, at the old Philharmonic concerts, 
and in the latter by long being an active member of the Madrigal Society, and 
a keen and generous supporter of the Bristol Musical Festivals. He served the 
office of Mayor for several years, and did it so well that he made it all the harder 
for his successors to follow him. Altogether, he was a worthy citizen in all 
respects, and his death, at an advanced age, was looked upon as a public loss. 


“Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898’, Vol. 1, p. 56 
Further details: resident at 2, Sea Wall Villas, Stoke Bishop, Bristol. 


See also references on pages 18 and 19 of the present volume; also entries for 
Alderman Proctor Baker and Councillor George Wills. 


Bristol Central Library Reference 425. 
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James Ford 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1856—-9th November 1877 
Vice-Chairman 1873—9th November 1877 


Councillor Did not seek election 

Alderman April 1856—November 1882. Directly 
appointed 

Occupation Warehouseman: Ford & Canning, 


owners of extensive warehouse 
property in Bristol. The partner- 
ship with Thomas Canning ended 


in 1876 
Born About 1813 
Died 18th December 1889, aged 76 years, 


while making a speech at the 
Constitutional Club, Bristol 

Residence (1856): Clarence Villa, 
Clifton Park and later Wraxall 
Court, Somerset 





Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 

Lep “‘fixed property party” in vote at Council against appointing a special 
Corporation Committee to consider providing docks at Avonmouth. (See also 
entry for Joseph Coates). 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 
VotTED for motion to oppose Company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
Motion carried by 28 votes to 25. 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, and February 1864 


VoTep for amendment (lost by 35 votes to 10) to delay approval of Avonmouth 
company’s second bill for Dock. 


Wells: p. 182: Council, 19th May 1864 

One of thirteen members who signed protest against further approval of Com- 
pany’s Bill for construction of Avonmouth Dock and who abstained from 
attending the Council meeting. 


Alderman James Ford was the leader of the ‘‘fixed property party’? which 
was opposed to any contribution from the City rates to enable Dock develop- 
ments to take place. ‘They also opposed in principle rivermouth developments as 
likely to draw trade from the City Docks (taken over by the Corporation in 1848), 
and thus to throw an increased charge upon the rates. Alderman Ford, like Alder- 
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man Proctor Baker, had extensive property based upon the City Docks. Thus 
Alderman Ford led a bitter but unsuccessful attack on the Avonmouth Bills 
which however received Parliamentary approval in 1864. He had however been 
successful in 1861 in bringing about the defeat in Parliament of a Bill to give the 
Great Western Railway Company power to extend their trunk lines from 
Temple Meads to a central terminus in Queen Square with further rail links to 
the Harbour and Clifton. 

Alderman Ford and his associates, despite their predictions that the Avon- 
mouth railway and pier and any dock established there would ruin the City 
docks, set about the formation of the Bristol and Portishead Pier and Railway 
Company. Their Bill received Royal Assent in 1863 and their critics mockingly 
maintained that they were averting the doom of the City Docks by duplicating 
the machinery to ruin them. 

The Portishead railway was completed in 1867 and the pier in 1868. In 1870 
the Company went to Parliament for powers to construct a dock at Portishead. 
The Bill received Royal Assent on the 13th July 1871. The principal subscribers 
were:— 


Sir Greville Smyth, landowner £15,000 
Alderman Ford (Docks member, 1856-1877) £6,000 
Mr. Lewis Fry (Docks member, 1866-1869) £5,000 
Mr. J. D. Weston (Docks member, 1884-1886) £2,500 
Mr. T. Ganning (Docks member, 1870-1871) £2,000 
Mr. J. G. Wall (Docks member, 1876-1886) £1,000 


The Smyths were extensive landowners in the Portishead vicinity and it 
was from their Ashton Court Estate that the Port Authority were to purchase 
their Portbury nucleus of 686 acres in 1958. Similarly the Avonmouth land- 
owner, Mr. P. W. 8S. Miles of Kingsweston, backed the Avonmouth railway, 
pier and dock projects. The Avonmouth Dock Bill received Royal Assent on the 
25th July 1864. Mr. P. W. 8S. Miles was Chairman of the Company and sub- 
scribed £10,000. 

Both the Portishead and the Avonmouth Acts contained powers for the Bristol 
Corporation to subscribe capital to their funds. ‘The matter was discussed by the 
City Council in a three-hour debate on the 18th June 1872 and after adjourn- 
ment, in a five-hour debate on the 1st July 1872. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 

JjAmes Forp voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Cor- 
poration to subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) 
beyond the limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 
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Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 
VOTED in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 109. 

The 21 members of the Docks Committee voted as follows:— 


Subscription of £100,000 to 
Portishead Company. 


For Against 

Councillor J. Poole (Chairman) 33 
Councillor CG. Nash (Vice-Chairman) * 
Alderman R. Robinson . 
Alderman James Ford - 
Alderman W. W. Alexander ’ 
Alderman J. F. Lucas : 
Alderman W. Naish (paired for resolution) 
Councillor J. Wetherman absent 
Councillor F. Terrell * 
Councillor C. J. Thomas : absent 
Councillor T. P. Jose * 
Councillor T. Pethick * 
Councillor W. Poole King . 
Councillor T. T. Taylor * 
Councillor G. Cole * 
Councillor Major R. Bush . 
Councillor W. H. Miles absent 
Councillor W. K. Wait is 
Councillor W. Smith + 
Councillor Mark Whitwill * 
Councillor J. Hellicar * 

9 8 


Of those voting for the £100,000 subscription Alderman James Ford was a 
subscriber for £6,000 and was Chairman of the Portishead Dock company in 
which Alderman Robinson also had an interest. 

Of those voting against Charles Nash was Chairman of the Avonmouth Dock. 
T. T. Taylor and Mark Whitwill were original subscribers as were W. H. Miles 
and C. J. Thomas, both absent on this occasion. 

The City Council appointed the following five members to be directors of the 
Portishead Dock company, namely, the Mayor (Alderman W. Proctor Baker), 
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the Chairman of the Docks Committee (Councillor J. Poole) and Councillors 
J. Perry, F. Terrell (Docks, 1858-1883) and W. Pethick (Docks 1874-1887). 
In November 1877 the inexpediency of electing directors of the rival Dock 
companies to the Docks Committee was raised in Council. ‘There were eight 
such directors on a Docks Committee of 22 members. The eight were:— 
Avonmouth company—Alderman C. Nash 
| (Chairman of Docks and Deputy-Chairman of 
Company). 
—Councillor C. J. Thomas. 
—Councillor T. T. Taylor. 
—Councillor Mark Whitwill. 
Portishead company—Alderman Ford 
(Vice-Chairman of Docks and Chairman of Com- 


pany). 
—Alderman W. Proctor Baker. Nominated 
—Councillor F. Terrell. by 
—Councillor W. Pethick. { Corporation 


The City Council elected the eight members again but Alderman Ford 
resigned from the Committee forthwith and soon afterwards his three Dock 
colleagues resigned their Portishead directorates. At the November 1878 Council 
Alderman Proctor Baker carried a proposal against such directors being appoin- 
ted members of the Docks Committee and the four Avonmouth directors were 
excluded from Docks membership. 

There are many references to James Ford in Latimer’s Annals, Wells’s “‘Short 
History of the Port of Bristol’? and Latimer’s “History of the Merchant Venturers’’. 


‘Bristol Worthies’”’, 1st Series (1907): pp. 36-37 
James Forp was a slightly-built man, under middle height, wearing his hair 
short, and a heavy moustache and imperial. 

An able man of business, a good speaker, one of the smartest captains in the 
Bristol Rifles, and possessed of great energy and ability, he was always very 
popular wherever he was known, and never seemed to alter at all, or to look 
any older, even when he had grown up sons. He was a keen politician, bluest of 
the blue in colour, and the Ford Memorial Hall in Bedminster was erected by 
some of his many friends and admirers as a permanent memento of his services 
to the city in various ways. For many years he was a very live alderman of the 
City Council, and was never behindhand in stating his views on any public 
matters, into which he threw himself with his customary energy and vigour. 
He was a widower at the time of his death, and left four sons. For some years 
he had been living at Wraxall Court, near Bristol, but almost till the last he 
came into the city every day, as he was a demon for work, and when he was able, 
liked to be up and doing. 
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Francis Frederick Fox 


CONSERVATIVE 

Docks Member 1878-1883 

Councillor Did not seek election 

Alderman 1865-1871: March 1875-l10th De- 
cember 1901 (resigned) 

j.P. 1878 for Bristol and for Gloucester- 
shire 

Sheriff 1880-1881 

Master, Merchant Venturers, 1877 

1879 

Occupation Oil and colour merchant 


Residence: Madely House, 72 Pem- 
broke Road, Clifton and later Yate 
House, Chipping Sodbury 





Born 15th March 1833, at ‘“‘Dr. Fox’s’’, the 
Mental Home at Brislington House, 
Brislington 

Died 30th May 1915, aged 82 years 

Education At Bath and at Shrewsbury 


Author of “Account of the Ancient Fraternity of Merchant Taylors of Bristol’. 

In the early 1880’s when competition between the three docks was becoming 
increasingly damaging, there was great difficulty in getting the three interests 
to negotiate some saving arrangement. It was Alderman Fox who at a Council 
meeting early in 1882 proposed that the Mayor, Mr. Joseph Dodge Weston, 
should be asked to attempt some reconciliation. ‘The Mayor was successful in 
securing a dues agreement for one year. 

In November 1883, Mr. J. D. Weston, re-elected Mayor for the fourth year, 
resumed negotiations between the three dock interests and these led to the 
purchase by the City of the Avonmouth and the Portishead Docks under the 
terms of the Bristol Dock Act, 1884. 


“Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 176-177 

FRANCIS FREDERICK Fox was long an Alderman and very live member of the 
Bristol Corporation, and gave an immense amount of time to the public service, 
during which he served the office of High Sheriff and president of the Grateful 
Society. A handsome man, above medium height, bald, and wearing full beard, 
&c., he was for many years a well-known figure in commercial circles in Bristol, 
where he carried on an extensive business in the oil trade, succeeding to the 
firm of Manning, Hayman, Baker & Co., in which he had been an active and 
energetic partner. Being very approachable, amiable and unaffected, and always 
pleased to do a good turn for others, when he had the chance, he has always 
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been universally popular, in a very large circle of colleagues, friends and ac- 
quaintances, and general regret was felt when the strenuous labours of an 
unusually active life, and the weight of advancing years, caused the genial 
Alderman to reduce the number and extent of his engagements, and seek the 
retirement he so well deserved. He lives at Yate House, Chipping Sodbury, 
and two of his sons, the elder of whom, Richard Anstice Fox, is a Justice of the 
Peace for the City and County of Bristol, carry on their father’s business. Francis 
F. Fox has been twice married, his first wife being a daughter of the late Richard 
Poole King, African merchant, of this city. He is an ardent book collector, and 
has an unusually complete and interesting library at Yate House. 


Part of entry in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”, Vol. 1, p. 56 


ALDERMAN FRANCIS FREDERICK Fox was the second son of the late Francis 
Ker Fox, M.D., of Brislington House. Born at Brislington, March 15th, 1833; 
educated at Bath and at Shrewsbury; married Alice, eldest daughter of Richard 
Jenkins Poole King, Esq., of Kensington House, Brislington. 


Also see reference on page 22 of the present volume. 


Lewis Fry 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1866-1869 


Councillor 1866-1869: 1872-1884 
M.P. 1878-1885 (Bristol) 
1885-1892: 1895-1900 (Bristol 
North) 
Privy 
Councillor 1900 
Occupation Solicitor, Shannon Court, Corn Street 


Residence: 30 Cornwallis Crescent, 
Clifton and later Goldney House, 





Clifton 
Born 1832 at Bristol, son of Mr. Joseph Fry 
Died 10th September 1921, aged 89 years 
Education Private school 


Wells: pp. 191 /192 
Drrector of Portishead Dock company: subscribed £5,000. 


Latimer: p. 494: 1877 

ProposEp the purchase of 65 acres of land (later to be Eastville Park) for 
recreation purposes. The owner, Sir Greville Smyth, required £25,000, double 
its agricultural value and Council would not proceed. 


Part of entry in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898’’, Vol. 1, p. 52 


Lewis Fry, M.P., Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol, and Balder Grange, 
Cotherstone, Yorkshire. Son of the late Mr. Joseph Fry, and younger brother of 
Mr. Joseph Storrs Fry, and the Right Hon. Sir Edward Fry, formerly a Lord 
Justice of Appeal of the Supreme Court; cousin of Sir Theodore Fry, Bart., 
late M.P. for Darlington; born at Bristol in 1832; educated at a private school; 
admitted a solicitor, 1854, and practised for many years in Bristol as head of 
the firms of Messrs. Fry and Otter, and Messrs. Fry, Abbott, Pope, and Brown; 
was President of the Metropolitan and Provincial Law Association; member of 
the Council of the Incorporated Law Society of the United Kingdom; one of 
the founders of Bristol University College; elected to Parliament for Bristol in 
the Liberal interest, 1878; re-elected, 1880; from 1885 to 1892, member for the 
North Division of Bristol, after 1886 as Liberal Unionist; re-elected for the same 
division, 1895; Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on ‘Town Holdings 
from 1886 to 1892; President of the Bristol School of Science and Art; married 
in 1858, Elizabeth (only daughter of the late Francis Gibson, Esq., of Saffron 
Walden, Essex, banker), who died in 1870. Clubs: Brooks’, Reform, Devonshire. 


QO 





‘Bristol Worthies’’, 1st Series (1907): p. 101 

Tue Right Hon. Lewis Fry, P.C., is one of the grandsons of the founder of the 
well-known firm of “‘J. S. Fry & Sons Ltd.,”” and was educated for the Law, in 
which he practised for many years, consecutively, in the firms of ““Davis & Fry,” 
“Fry & Otter,” and in “Fry, Abbot, Pope & Brown,” the latter still existing 
under a slightly altered name, but Mr. Lewis Fry has retired from it for many 
years. For a long time he was one of the members of Parliament for Bristol, being 
associated with the late Samuel Morley, but being one of those who were not 
able to swallow the proposal to give Home Rule to Ireland, and sever the con- 
nection of that country with Great Britain, Mr. Lewis Fry joined the ranks of 
the Unionists, and, since he has retired from being any longer a candidate for 
Parliamentary honours, has been made a Privy Councillor, as some recognition 
of his past services. In appearance, Mr. Fry is tall, slightly built, and wearing 
beard and moustache; somewhat grave and dignified in manner, but agreeable 
and courteous in bearing. He was long in the Town Council, and the first 
Chairman of the School Board, where he rendered valuable service. He is a 
widower, with several children, mostly daughters, and lives at Goldney House, 
Clifton, one of the show places of the neighbourhood, with its charming terraces, 
grounds, and grottoes, from whence fine views of the Harbour and the City are 
to be gained, and where he often entertains parties of his large circle of friends 
and acquaintances, and permits visitors, when scientific and other societies and 
bodies come to the ancient city. 


See also entries for Alderman Townsend and Ford in the present volume. 
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Charles Edward Ley Gardner 


Councillor 
Alderman 
Lord Mayor 


J.P. 
Occupation 


Born 





Died 
Education 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1889-1892: 1895-1900: 1902-3 


5th April 1881-1898 
1898-1929 


1901-1902: term of office covered the 
visit of the Prince and Princess of 
Wales on 5th March 1902 to cut the 
first sod of the Royal Edward Dock, 
Avonmouth 


1898 


Wholesale Provision Merchant 

Residence: Newbury House, 7 Vic- 
toria Square, Cotham and later 6 
Priory Road, Clifton 


20th August 1843, at Cheltenham. 
Eldest son of Henry Gale Gardner 
(Docks member, 1878-1888) 


14th December 1932, aged 89 years 


Bristol Grammar School and Mr. 
David Vines’ Academy, Kings- 
down 


Part of entry in ““Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898’’, Vol. 1, p. 67 


CHARLES Epwarp Ley GARDNER, was the son of the late Henry Gale Gardner; 
senior partner in the firm of Gardner, Thomas and Co., wholesale grocers, 
Nelson Street, Bristol. In 1865 he joined the 1st Gloucester Volunteer Artillery, 
and in January, 1873, received his Captain’s commission; commanded ‘“‘E”’ 
Battery until his resignation in 1881. He is a Wesleyan local preacher, a class 
leader, and has filled almost every office open to a layman of the Wesleyan 


Church. 


See also a reference at page 23 of the present volume. There are biographical 
notes in “Bristol, 1913” and the “‘Western Daily Press” of the 15th December, 


1932. 
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Henry Gale Gardner 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 1878-1888 
Councillor 1876-1888 (St. James) 
Occupation Wholesale Provision Merchant. Prin- 


cipal of Gardner, Thomas & Co., 
Nelson Street. Director, Bristol 
Tramways Co. from its early years. 
Director, Western Wagon & Pro- 


perty Co. 
Born About 1817 
Died 27th September 1894, aged 77 years, 


at Sunnyside, 19 Westbury Park. 
Father of C. E. L. Gardner (Docks, 
1889 onwards) 


Docks Committee, 16th February 1880 


SECONDED George Edwards’ resolution that three members of Docks Committee 
should meet three directors of the Avonmouth company to discuss competition 
between the docks. This resolution caused the resignation of the Chairman, 
George Wills. 


93 


James George 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1852-1853 


Councillor 1835-1846 (St. Michaels) 
Alderman 1847-1853 
Mayor 1836-1837 


A member of the unreformed Corpo- 
ration up to 1835 as recorded below 


j.P. 1841 
Warden, Merchant Venturers, 1850 
and 1852 
Occupation Brewer: Georges, Rickettses & Co., 


Old Porter Brewery, Bath Street 
Residence: Cotham Hill 


Born About 1789 
Died 27th June 1858, aged 69 years 


The reform of the Bristol Corporation came into effect upon the tst January 
1836 following the passing of the Municipal Corporations Act 1835 of which the 
unreformed Corporation of Bristol was a conspicuous opponent. during. the 
passage of the Bill through the Houses of Parliament. Sir Charles Wetherell, 
K.C., (the target of the 1831 Bristol Riots: died 17th August 1846 aged 76 years) 
was parliamentary counsel for the unreformed Corporation. 

James George, an aldermanic member of the former closed Corporation, 
consisting of twelve aldermen and thirty selected councillors, was one of the 
twenty members of the old Corporation who became members of the reformed 
Corporation. Elected for St. Michael’s Ward, he is the only Decks member who 
was formerly a member of the unreformed Corporation. Details of his former 
Council membership, etc. are as follows:— 


Elected Common Councillor (i.e. by selection) 8th June 1814 aged about 
25 years. 

Sheriff: 1814-1815: 1819: 1820. 

Mayor: 1822-1823 aged about 33 years. 

Alderman: 16th May 1827. 

Master, Merchant Venturers: 1827-1828. 


During his mayoralty, the Mayoress presented him with an addition to the 
family. His brother corporators resolved to commemorate an event so rare at 
the Mansion House by the presentation of a “‘silver cradle’’, value 100 guineas; 
and the gift was soon afterwards made through the sheriffs, two in number up 
to 1835, Gabriel Goldney and John Cave. (Latimer, p. 108). 
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Wells: p. 74: 1839 


JAMES GEORGE was one of seven directors of the Bristol Dock Company to sign 
a reply in defence of the Company who had been urged by a joint Committee of 
the Bristol Corporation, the Merchant Venturers, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Great Western Steamship Company to take a number of steps to 
improve the Port which steps appear in the then financial state of the Company 
to have been quite impracticable. 
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James Gibbs 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 31st August 1848-1850: 1851-25th 
February 1853 

Alderman 31st December 1835-1844. 1844-1850 
(Clifton). 1850 contested Clifton, 
but failed to secure election. Re- 
elected Alderman, but declined 


Councillor 1851—25th February 1853 (Clifton) 
Mayor 1842-1843 

J.P. 1848 

Occupation Vitriol manufacturer, St. Philips. 


Head of firm of Gibbs, Ferris & 
Co., Chemists, Union Street. 
Chairman, Bristol and Exeter Rail- 
way Company. Chairman, Bristol 
and South Wales Union Railway. 
Director, Great Western Railway 


Company 
Born About 1791 
Died 25th February 1853, aged 62 years 
Residence: Aldbourne Villa, Clifton 
Park 


Wells: p. 88: 25th October 1847 
VoTED at Council for purchase of the undertaking of the Bristol Dock Company. 


History of Great Western Railway: p. 127: 1837 


Director of Bristol and Exeter Railway Co. 

P. 207: 1845 

Director of South Devon Railway, nominated by Bristol and Exeter Railway 
Co. 


Bristol Mirror: 26th February 1853 
DrrEcTor of Great Western Railway Company. 


Latimer: p. 332: 25th February 1853 


James Grpps was killed instantly in a railway accident at Ealing to the Bristol / 
London express on which several Great Western directors were travelling. The 
public were never informed of the cause of the accident. 
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William Goldney 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 3lst August 1848-24th January 1850 
Councillor 1840-24th January 1850 (Clifton) 
Mayor 1846-1847 
Occupation Untraced 
Residence: 34 Cornwallis Crescent, 
Clifton 
Born About 1794. A member of the locally 
prominent Goldney family 
Died 24th January 1850, aged 55 years, at 


his Clifton residence 


Wells: p. 88: 25th October 1847 


Tue Mayor, William Goldney, voted in favour of the purchase of the undertaking 
of the Bristol Dock Company. Carried by 42 votes to 4. 
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Thomas Harding 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1885-1889 
Councillor 1885-1891 (Redcliff) 
Occupation Oil and colour merchant. Joint foun- 


der of Colthurst and Harding, 
Temple Gate 


Born About 1823 at Mere, Wiltshire. His 
family were large landowners for 
many generations. He removed to 
Brislington at an early age 


Died 22nd May 1900, aged 77 years, at 
Wick House, Brislington 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 

One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour Board 
to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by payers of 
dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation and was 
rejected by the Select Committee. 


Western Daily Press: 23rd May, 1900 
In 1859, with Edward Colthurst, he founded the business of Colthurst & 
Harding, oil and colour merchants, ‘Temple Gate. 

He resigned from the Council on account of deafness. He lived at Firfield 
House, Knowle for some time and left two sons in the business. 
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Charles Bowles Hare 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1873-—7th October 1911 
Vice-Chairman 1877-1887: 5th July-November 1897 


Councillor 1871—May 1896 (Redcliff) 
Alderman May 1896—7th October 1911 
j.P. 1881 
Sheriff 1878-9 
Master, Merchant Venturers, 1876-— 
1877 
Occupation Floorcloth and paint manufacturer: 


John Hare & Co. Ltd. Director of 
Georges Brewery, the Bristol Water 
Works Co., the Suspension Bridge 
Co. 
Residence: Clarence House, 2 Clifton 
Park 
Born 6th June 1841, at 9 Saville Place, 
Clifton, son of Charles Bowles Hare 
Died 7th October 1911, aged 70 years at an 
exhibition at the Coliseum, Park 
Row, Bristol 


Education Cheltenham College 





Beaven’s “Bristol Lists’: p. 62 


One of six Council Members of family of floorcloth manufacturers. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


VOTED against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: p. 198: Council, rst July 1872 

VoTED in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 

Docks Committee meeting: 5th July 1897 


ALDERMAN Proctor Baker, reported the sudden death of the Vice-Chairman, 
Edward Burrow Hill and Alderman C. B. Hare was unanimously elected 
Deputy Chairman. Alderman Hare asked that this appointment should only 
be for the current year. 


‘Bristol Worthies”’, rst Series (1907): p. 110 


CHARLES BowLes Hark is one of those men who begin life looking years younger 
than their age, and never get out of the habit of doing so! 
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He is rather below middle height, and of slight build, in spite of the many 
banquets he has attended as Alderman and Member of the Society of Merchant 
Venturers; a good looking man, with dark hair, eyes, and moustache. He has 
always taken a keen interest in municipal affairs, has served the office of High 
Sheriff, and has been a Justice of the Peace for many years. He is a frequent 
speaker at Town Council meetings, and is well able to say what he means, and is 
listened to with respect. He is practically the head of the several firms carried on 
in connection with ‘“‘John Hare, Ltd.,’’ and is a widower without family, living 
in Clifton Park. For many years he was an active and efficient officer in the 
Bristol Rifles, and has a large circle of friends in and out of the Bristol district, 
with whom he has always been popular for his bright, cheery manners and 
unaffected sociability. 


Western Daily Press: 9th October 1911 


HE brought to public affairs considerable culture and refinement of taste. He 
was for a time party leader and by his Council service of forty years became 
‘Father of the City Council’. 


See also reference at pages 19 and 23 of this present volume and in entry for 
Councillor George Wills. 


Further biographical details in ‘Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 
1898”, Vol. 1, p. 57. 
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John Harvey (Junior-1887) 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1878-1883 
Councillor Did not seek election 
Alderman 1877—June 1900 
Sheriff 1884-1885 
Occupation Wine merchant. Chairman of Harvey 


& Sons Ltd., Wine Merchants, 
Denmark Street. (1893-1900). En- 
tered his father’s business in De- 
cember 1846. Eldest son of John 
Harvey Senior of Harvey and 





White’s 
Residence: Glenside, Leigh Woods 
Born [Sth September 1832, at Kidder- 
minster 
Died June 1900, aged 67 years 
Education Privately 


Part of entry in ‘‘Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”, Vol. 1, p. 58 
ALDERMAN J. Harvey. Eldest son of the late John Harvey, senior of the firm of 
Harvey’s and White. 

In 1891 H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh honoured Mr. Harvey by 
accepting his invitation to conduct Mr. George Riseley’s band at a concert 
held in the Colston Hall for the benefit of the Industrial Home at 
Knowle, and at its close Mr. Harvey entertained the Duke of Edinburgh, the 
Duke of Beaufort, the Earl of Cork, and others, at Colston Hall. ‘The Mayor and 
Corporation afterwards presented H.R.H. with the freedom of the city; this is 
the only occasion during the present reign on which a member of the Royal 
Family has passed a night in Bristol. 


See also “‘Bristol Cream”? (1955) by Godfrey Harrison, a history of the wine 
firm of Harveys. 
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John Hellicar 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1864-1874 
Councillor March 1864-1874 (St. Augustines) 
Master, Merchant Venturers 1840-— 
1841 
Treasurer, Merchant Venturers 
1873-1876 
Occupation General merchant and agent in oil 
and foreign produce, 22 Queen 
Square 
Residence: 14 Berkeley Square, Clif- 
ton 
Born About 1810 
Died 4th June 1879, aged 69 years 


Wells: p. 121: September 1858 


MEMBER of committee of influential citizens pressing Corporation to provide 
docks at Avonmouth for largest class of steamers. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the limits of 
the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 
Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 
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Edward Burrow Hill 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1889-29th June 1897 
Deputy 
Chairman 31st July 1893-29th June 1897 
Councillor 1889-June 1897 
Master, Merchant Venturers 1894— 
1895 


Occupation Shipbuilder, Cumberland Road to 
Floating Harbour 
Residence: 4 Royal York Villas, 


Clifton 
Born About 1860 
Died 29th June 1897, aged 37 years 


Second son of Charles Hill, the second, who died in 1899 aged 70 years. 

Brother of Charles Gathorne Hill, the elder son, who died in 1934 and whose 
ill-health had necessitated his son Charles Loraine Hill running the family 
business since his early twenties. The latter’s two sons, John Charles Gathorne 
Hill and Richard Hill take an active part in the management of the firm as does 
their cousin, Francis Eustace Hill. 

Edward Burrow Hill died suddenly of heart trouble at Bristol Joint Railway 
Station. 

See also reference at page 21 of the present volume and in “Shipshape and 
Bristol Fashion”, by John C. G. Hill, an account of the long-established Bristol 
business of Charles Hill and Sons as shipbuilders and ship-owners. 
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Joseph Holman 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 1899-1907 
Councillor 1898-1907 
j.P. 1902 
President, Chamber of Commerce, 
1897 
Occupation Grain merchant: Messrs. Blood Hol- 


man & Co., King Street, Bristol 
Chairman of Turner Nott & Co. 


Ltd. 
Born 1853, at Bridgetown, Totnes 
Died 25th April 1942, aged 89 years, at 


Downside House, Downleaze 
Education ‘Totnes School 





Western Daily Press: 27th April 1942 

Came from ‘Totnes in 1870 and was with H. H. & S. Budgett for 17 years, 
after which he went into business on his own account and in 1887 helped to 
found the grain importing firm of Blood Holman & Co. who became one of the 
leading grain merchants at the Port. In his later years, Joseph Holman was 
regarded as the “Father” of the Bristol grain trade. His outside interests were 
angling and cricket. 


Part of entry in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”, Vol. 1, p. 157 
JosepH Hotman was President of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce and Ship- 
ping in 1897-98 in which capacity he has instituted a most important inquiry 
amongst the district trades, as to the benefits to be derived from the development 
of the dock facilities of the Port; Chairman of Board of Directors of Turner, 
Nott and Co., Limited, Bristol, and a member of Directorate of Pitts, Son and 
King, Limited, Plymouth, since its formation. 


“Clifton Society’ 23rd October 1902 
Cartoon: Bristol Central Library Reference 6572. 
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Walter William Hughes 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 1895-1900 
Councillor 1890-1905 
Occupation Estate agent, College Green, Bristol. 


Chairman of College Green Hotel 
Company for 30 years. Director of 
Bristol West of England and South 
Wales Building Society 

Residence: Downfield Lodge, 2 
Downfield Road, Clifton 


Born 1833 at Bristol, son of Walter Hughes 
of Bristol 

Died Sth January 1909, aged 75 years 

Education Locally 





Part of entry in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898’, Vol. 1, p. 67 
WALTER WILLIAM HuGuEs is Registrar and Surveyor to the Dean and Chapter 
of Bristol Cathedral; takes an active part in public affairs and particularly in 
street improvements; attended Peace Congress at Frankfort-on-Main, 1850, as 
delegate from the (late) Bristol Young Men’s Society; member of the Docks 
Committee, and advocate of a forward policy; helped to emphasise Cabot’s 
connection with Bristol, by placing a tablet to his memory on St. Augustine’s 
Bridge, under the auspices of the local antiquarian society; member of the 
Committee for the erection of the Cabot Memorial ‘Tower, Brandon Hill, and 
author of a monograph on Cabot’s discovery. 


Western Daily Press: 6th January 1909 


He attended the Continental Peace Congress a few months ago and was the 
only member there who had attended the Congress of 1850, when he would 


have been 17 years of age. 


See also reference at page 23 of the present volume. 
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Frederic James 
LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1874-1876 


Councillor 1873-1876 (St. Michaels) 
Occupation Wholesale grocer of Budgett, James 
& Branth 


Residence: 8 Cambridge Park, Red- 
land and later Rodney House, 
Clifton Road, Clifton 
Born About 1838 


Died 22nd April 1880, aged 42 years 


No further information found 
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Francis J arman 
LIBERAL 


Docks Member 3lst August 1848-10th March 1849 


Councillor 1841-10th March 1849 (St. James) 

Occupation Attorney at Law and Public Notary 
Office and residence: 16 Bridge Street 

Born About 1796 

Died 10th March 1849, aged 53 years 


No further information found 
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John Averay Jones 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1875-1883 


Councillor Did not seek election 
Alderman 1873—June 1890 
Mayor 1875-1876 
TP. 1878 
Master, Merchant Venturers 1862- 
1864 
Occupation Senior partner in Jones and Nash, 


timber merchants, Canons Marsh. 
Mr. Charles Nash (Docks, 1853- 
1878, Chairman, Avonmouth 
Dock, Chairman, Bristol Docks 
1873-1877) was junior partner 

Residence: Vale House, 81 Pem- 
broke Road, Clifton 


Born About 1814 
Died Sth February 1896, aged 82 years 





Member of Free Port Association (Wells, p. 98). Gave evidence on behalf of 
Avonmouth Dock Bill on 1st July 1864 (Wells, p. 183). 


He was regarded as an authority on commercial subjects. 


‘Bristol Worthies”’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 48 


Joun AveRAyY JONEs a well-known man in Bristol in his day as the senior partner 
in the firm of Jones & Nash, doing an extensive business in the timber trade. 
In appearance he was a rather slightly-built, lean-visaged man, wearing his 
hair short, and slight beard and moustache, of active habits and pleasant, 
sociable disposition. He married Miss Podmore Clark, and lived with his family 
of daughters, and we think but one son, in Pembroke Road, Clifton. He served 
the office of Mayor and President of the Grateful Society in a creditable manner, 
and was also Master of the Society of Merchant Venturers. He was looked upon 
as a shrewd and capable man of business, and a sociable, agreeable companion, 
who was generally popular in a large circle of relations and friends, and much 
regret was felt at his death when fairly on in years, although there was little of 
the old man about him to the last. 


Wells: p. 98: 30th September 1850 


Robert Podmore Clark, stockbroker, and John Averay Jones moved the 
resolution for winding up at the final meeting of the Free Port Association at the 
Guildhall. 
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Richard Jones 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1849-1855 


Councillor 
j.P. 


Occupation 


Born 


Died 


1849-1855 (District) 
1850 


Tobacconist, snuff and cigar dealer, 
at 7 Bridewell Street and later St. 
James’s Churchyard 

Residence: 4 Ashley Place, Ashley 
Road 


About 1780 


16th January 1857, aged 76 years 
(Bristol Mirror, 16th January 1857) 


No further information found 
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Thomas Porter Jose 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1858-1873 
Councillor 1847-1850 (Clifton) 
1858-1873 (St. Augustines) 
Mayor 1863-1864 
].P. 1868 


Master, Merchant Venturers, 1856- 
1857. President, Chamber of Com- 
merce, 1856-1858 


Occupation America merchant: tobacco broker. 
Danish Consul. Principal of T. P. 
Jose & Sons, 3 Queen Square, 


Bristol 
Born About 1801. (Cornishman) 
Died 19th January 1875, aged 74 years, at 





1 Royal York Crescent, Clifton. 
Father of W. W. Jose (born 1833: 
Docks 1874-1878: 1886-1895) 


Wells: p. 81: September 1846 

Member of Free Port Association formed to bring about transfer of undertaking 
of Bristol Docks Company. 
Wells: p. 121: September 1858 

Member of committee of influential citizens pressing Corporation to provide 
docks at Avonmouth for largest class of steamers. 
Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Voted for rejected amendment (28 votes to 25) to negotiate with Company 
concerning the latter’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, and February 1864 

Voted for Avonmouth company’s second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes 
to 18. 
Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 

Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock Company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 
Latimer: p. 365 

In 1859, Mr. ‘I’. P. Jose erected ‘“‘a chastely designed fountain in the wall of 
St. Augustine’s churchyard” to make drinking water available to pedestrians. 
“Bristol Worthies’’, 1st Series (1909): p. 51 
THoMAS PorTER Jose, J.P., was a man well known in the Bristol district in his 
day and generation. In appearance he was rather below middle height, very 
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near sighted, wearing abundance of white silvery hair, and slight side whiskers, 
with marked features, and benevolent expression. He was a Cornish man, and 
married Miss Cook, of Tetbury, for his second wife, and had several children. 
His first marriage left him with four children: Rev. 8. P. Jose, Alderman W. W. 
Jose, Miss Emily Jose, and Miss Harriet Jose—all of whom survived him. In 
business he was a tobacco broker, and had large transactions in connection with 
the several well-known Bristol firms and others. He served the office of Mayor 
and other public positions efficiently and well, and was a Justice of the Peace. 
He was a good and ready speaker, both in the Town Council and at public 
meetings, particularly those for some religious or benevolent object, matters in 
which he took keen interest. He was an amiable, well meaning man, with a 
strong opinion of his own dignity and importance, but kind hearted, courteous, 
and affable with those who had to do with him, and were used to his many 
peculiarities. 

He lived for many years in Buckingham Villas, and the Royal York Crescent, 
Clifton and enjoyed the respect and esteem of a large circle of friends, both in 
commercial and private life, and passed away at a good old age. 
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William Wilberforce Jose 


CONSERVATIVE 

Docks Member 1874-1878: 1886-1895 
Councillor May 1874—1878 (Clifton) 
Alderman December 1881—1904 
j.P. 1889 

Master, Merchant Venturers, 1870- 

1871 

Occupation America merchant: tobacco broker. 


Partner in T. P. Jose & Sons, 3 
Queen Square, Bristol 

Born 11th September 1833, at Bristol 

Died 25th July 1916, aged 82 years, at 38 
Royal York Crescent, Clifton, also 
lived formerly at 5 Gloucester Row, 
Clifton 

Education Bishop’s College, Bristol 

Second son of T’. P. Jose (Docks 1858- 

1873) 





Wells: p. 282: City Council, 11th July 1893 


Supported Docks Chairman Alderman C. H. Low and Vice-Chairman 
Charles Wills in proposal for Avonmouth Docks developments and upon Council 
supporting Alderman Proctor Baker’s opposition, was one of five Docks members 
asking to be permitted to be discharged from further attendance at Dock meet- 
ings. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 187 


WILLIAM WILBERFORCE JOSE, J.P. is a tall, fair, slightly-built man, wearing 
whiskers, moustache, &c., on an amiable, pleasant face, very upright in bearing 
and grave in manner. He has long been in the Town Council, an Alderman and 
Magistrate for his native city. He is the second son of the late ‘Thomas Porter 
Jose, J.P., and married Maria, eldest daughter of the late George Rocke Wood- 
ward, of this city, by whom he has several children. He lives in the West Mall, 
Clifton. W. W. Jose is a deliberate, good, able speaker, and his voice is often 
heard in the ‘Town Council and the other public bodies with which he is con- 
nected, and these are numerous and important. He is a staunch churchman, 
and holds evangelical views. He has been for many years in business in Bristol 
as a tobacco broker, which has brought him much in contact with the leading 
firms in that important trade in the district. He is a genial, courteous man, who 
is greatly esteemed by a large circle of friends in and out of business, and has 
always given up an immense amount of time to the various matters in which he 
is interested, but of so calm and amiable a disposition, that his years sit lightly 
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upon him, and although many decades have passed since he first entered 
business and public life, his friends see but little alteration in his appearance or 
in his ability to perform the daily work on which he has so long and ably engaged. 


Further details in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”’, Vol. 1, p. 58. 
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Richard Jenkins Poole King 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 3]st August 1848—-November 1859 


Chairman 3lst August 1848-November 1859. 
The first Chairman of the Docks 
Committee 

Councillor 1835—-September 1874 (Redcliff) 

Mayor 1844-1845 


Nominated for Alderman in May and 
November 1859, but was unsuc- 
cessful 


iL. 1847 
President, Chamber of Commerce, 
1839-1842 
Master, Merchant Venturers, 185]— 
1852 


Occupation Shipowner: African merchant. Like 
his father, ‘Thomas King, he was 
connected with the commerce of 
the Port all his Ide. ("Timer © 
Mirror’, 28th September 1874) 
Counting house, 2 Redcliff Parade 





Born 1799 ‘‘within the sound of Redcliff 
bells” 
Died 26th September 1874, aged 75 years 
Residence: Kensington House, Bris- 
lington 


“Records of Bristol Ships” (1800-1838): Grahame Farr 


p. 3. From 1815 onwards, Thomas King, erstwhile a West India merchant, 
built up a fleet of trading ships for the West Coast of Africa. (Note: ‘Thomas 
King was the father of R. J. Poole King, first chairman of the Docks Committee, 
1848-1859, and of W. ‘I’. Poole King, a member of the Committee, 1860-1880). 

p. 123. 17th September 1829. s.v. “‘John Cabot” built at Bristol, 1826 sold 
to ‘Thomas King, Richard Jenkins Poole King, William ‘Thomas Poole King, 
merchants and co-partners trading as ‘Thomas King and Sons, Bristol. 

p. 177. 21st May 1833. s.v. “Congo” built at Chepstow that year, owners— 
R. J. P. and W. T. P. King, merchants and co-partners trading as R. & W. 
King, Bristol. 

p. 199. 2nd August 1847. s.v. “Amelia” (Bristol-built 1837 and purchased 
by R. & W. King in November 1845) bound from Bristol to Africa, parted her 
cables and was wrecked on the beach at Piccaninny Bassam. ‘Three men were 
drowned, one was killed by natives and the others purchased their lives with rum 
saved from the wreck. 
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In June 1839, a Committee of representatives of the Bristol Corporation, the 
Merchant Venturers, the Chamber of Commerce and the Great Western Steam- 
ship Company sent proposals for Port improvements to the Bristol Dock Com- 
pany. 

The proposals optimistically estimated to cost £100,000 also included the 
paying off of the Company’s loan debt, dues reductions, the giving up by the 
Company of a fixed rate-in-aid of £2,355 and the raising of new capital by the 
Company. The Company which had not paid a dividend on its shares from 1804 
until 1823 had paid 1% for the year ended goth April 1839 and its small cash 
balance carried forward had fallen by £5,150 to £8,425. The long-suffering 
shareholders must have read the Committee’s proposals with incredulity. 

The Bristol Dock Company regretted that the labours of so important a 
Committee had “terminated in a result so little likely to be productive of any 
practical effect’’. 

The Mayor, William Fripp (soap manufacturer), Alderman J. Vining (sugar 
trade, trustee of the Great Western Steamship Company and later a Docks 
member, 1848-1858) and Councillor R. J. Poole King were the Corporation 
representatives on the Joint Committee. 

Wells: p. 80: 1844-1845 

During his mayoralty R. J. Poole King sought to signalise his year of office 
by bringing the Bristol Docks into municipal ownership, but without success. 
Wells: p. 88: 25th October 1847 

Voted at Council for purchase of the undertaking of the Bristol Dock Company. 
Wells: p. 93: 31st August 1848 

Chosen as first Chairman of Docks Committee whose report in October for 
wholesale reduction of Dock Dues was accepted. Dues on ships were reduced 
by about 50% and on goods by about 20%. 

Extract from Dock Accounts: 


Dock Company: Docks Committee: 
year ended year ended 
goth April 1848. goth April 1850. 
Dues: re £ 
Ships 21,025 12,088 
Goods 8,659 8,905 
Rate on Houses 25355 2,355 
Borough Rate Nil 5,050 
Foreign Shipping 104,925 tons 129,254 tons 
Coastwise Shipping 454,367 tons 513,963 tons 
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Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 


Voted in Council against “fixed property party” and for appointment of 
special Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers 
and the Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details 
see entry for Joseph Coates: Motion for special Committee lost by 25 votes to 
24), 

Latimer: pp. 358 /362 

In 1860, schemes for the provision by the Corporation of dock or pier accom- 
modation at the mouth of the Avon for ships too large to reach the City Docks 
had been under consideration. The heavy capital costs were to be to some extent 
financed by the current revenue surplus of the City Docks acquired from the 


Bristol Dock Company in 1848. In January 1860 the City had purchased for 
£850 Dunball Island, Avonmouth (now the site of the R.E. Entrance Lock). 


At City Council on 21st December 1860, Councillor R. J. Poole King, 
‘another champion of vested interests’? proposed there should be no further 
liability on the fixed property of the City for dock purposes and that the surplus 
revenue of the City Docks should be disposed of by improving the river and 
docks or reducing the dues. This resolution after much discussion was carried 
at the Council meeting on 19th February 1861. The dues reduction came first, 
to the extent of £6,000 a year, when the Council adopted the Docks Committee 
report in May 1861. 


The building of a new rivermouth dock by the Corporation was thus barred. 
Two private companies were eventually to construct and in the late 1870's 
open the Avonmouth and the Portishead Docks. Much money was to be lost 
by those who for public or private motives subscribed their money to either of 
the dock projects; much money was to be lost by both the Corporation as owners 
of the City Docks and by the two dock companies in the competition and rate- 
cutting which developed in the few years between the opening of the two docks 
and their purchase by the Corporation in 1884. 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, 2nd February 1864 


Voted for Avonmouth company’s second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes 
to 18. In the municipal elections of November 1863 several opponents of the 
first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, were defeated. 


Wells: p. 194: Gouncil, 18th June 1872 


Voted for the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 
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Wells: p. 198: Council, rst July 1872 
Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 


King Wharf alongside the Floating Harbour at Bristol Docks lay at the foot 
of the red limestone cliff along the edge of which the Georgian Redcliff Parade 
was built. To the east was Redcliff Wharf, to the west the entrance from the 
Harbour into Bathurst Basin. The wharf, formerly known as Alfred Wharf, 
belonged to Thomas King in 1828 and there the many ships of the King family 
engaged in the African trade were accustomed to lie. As late as 1897 the wharf 
was still owned by the shipowning firm of R. & W. King and by then so were 
the mediaeval Redcliff caves cut back for a considerable distance into the hill of 
Redcliff. After the sale of the wharf to the Midland Railway Company it was 
used as a barging depot and called Midland Wharf. It came into Corporation, 
but not Dock ownership, in 1950. 


“Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 48/9 


RicHARD PooLe Kinc who for many years carried on a large business as an 
African merchant, in partnership with his brother William, was a fine-looking 
man of commanding figure and appearance. He lived at Brislington, and had, 
we think, but one daughter, who married the popular Alderman Francis F. 
Fox. R. P. King was long connected with public affairs in the city of Bristol, 
where he was greatly esteemed and respected. He ably filled the position of 
Mayor, and was a good speaker, who was always listened to with respect. The 
business of his firm was an extensive one, and many ships were employed in its 
prosecution, probably more than by any others at that time, when the march of 
education had not largely reached the distant shores of Africa. R. P. King was 
one who took an active interest in all matters relating to the commercial and 
social welfare of the city of Bristol, and was always ready to support with his 
patronage and financial aid, any good objects brought before him. During the 
latter part of his life he did not enjoy the best of health, but he must have been 
well on to the allotted age of man when he passed away, amid the sincere grief 
of a very large number of colleagues and friends, to whom his sterling character, 
courteous bearing, and amiable disposition had endeared him. 


See also references at pages 8-11, 15 and 16 of the present volume. 
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William Thomas Poole King 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1860-1880 
Councillor 1841-1880 (Redcliff) 
Sheriff 1871-1872 
Master, Merchant Venturers. 1850- 
1851 
Occupation Shipowner: African merchant. Count- 


ing house, 2 Redcliff Parade. 
Director of Bristol and Exeter 
Railway when taken over by Great 
Western Railway in 1876 
“History of G.W.R.”, Vol. II, p. 180 
Residence: 1 Rodney Place, Clifton 
and later at Avonside, Clifton 


Down 

Born About 1806. Son of Thomas King, 
Redcliff shipowner 

Died 13th September 1887 aged 81 years 


Brother of R. J. Poole King. (Docks member, 1848-1859). 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 


Voted in Council against “fixed property party’? and for appointment of 
special Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers 
and the Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details 
see entry for Joseph Coates: Motion for special Committee lost by 25 votes to 24). 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 
Voted for motion to oppose Company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
Motion carried by 28 votes to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher ‘Thomas). 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted for the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 


Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 49/50 


WILLIAM Poo.Le KincG we think, was a younger brother of Richard Poole King, 
and his partner in the African trade, so long carried on from Bristol, and which 
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we think is still in the hands of their family. W. P. King was a large man, both 
in height and build, very bald, wearing sandy hair, beard, &c., and lived for 
many years in Rodney Place, afterwards, to his death, at Avonside, Clifton 
Down. He married Miss Kesterman, and had a family of several sons and two 
daughters. His eldest son, Arthur, was in the army, and married Miss Julia 
Woodland; his second son, Mervyn K. Poole King, married Miss Bright, and 
we think, with his brother Edward, has continued the business of their father’s 
firm. One of the younger brothers took Holy Orders. W. P. King was a man who 
always devoted himself a good deal to literature, and was looked upon as well 
read and informed, and a good speaker, often being heard in the Town Council, 
of which he was long an active member, as well as in discussions at some of the 
Literary Societies which flourished at that time in the district. For some time 
before his death he was not in good health, and withdrew from almost all public 
life, but he was regarded as a kind-hearted, hospitable, and straightforward 
man of ability and worth, and much regret was felt, in a large circle of friends, 
when his death at an advanced age, took place. His widow survived him. 
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William Lane 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 18381-1890 
Councillor 1881-1890 (St. Michaels) 
1892-1895 (Westbury) 
j-P. 1894 
Occupation As a lad he went as a clerk with the 


firm of Stoate and Hosegood, grain 
merchants. He eventually became 
a partner in the firm and President 
of the Bristol Corn Trade Associa- 
tion. He was a nephew of Mr. 


Hosegood. 
Born About 1839 
Died 30th August 1898, aged 59 years at 


Weston-super-Mare 
Residence: lived formerly at Oak- 
leigh, 1 Apsley Road, Clifton 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 


One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour 
Board to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by 
payers of dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation 
and was rejected by the Select Committee. 


Wells: p. 245: February 1882 


Presented to Council a petition seventy-two yards long from 6,000 ratepayers 
in favour of Dock and Harbour Board. Alderman Proctor Baker said it was a 
scheme to saddle the City with the outer docks. 


Wells: p. 247: March 1882 

Gave evidence before Committee of House of Lords in favour of Harbour 
Board Bill; as did A. W. Warren (Docks, 1866-1871), William Butler (Docks, 
1887-1890), Mark Whitwill (Docks, 1871-1878 and 1884-1890). 
Wells: p. 258: 5th February 1884 

Member of Committee appointed by Council to assist Mayor in negotiations 
for purchase of Avonmouth and Portishead Docks. 
Western Daily Press: 1st September 1898 

Obituary. 
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Robert Lang 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 1855-1858: 1859-1862 
Councillor 1853-1862 
Occupation Iron merchant: Thomas Lang & Co., 


Baldwin Street 

Residence: (1855) Devon House, 
Kingsdown and later 13 Upper 
Belgrave Road, Clifton 


Born About 1816 
Died 22nd April 1898, aged 82 years 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 

Voted in Council with “‘fixed property party’ against appointment of special 
Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details see entry 
for Joseph Coates: amendment against appointment carried by 25 votes to 24). 


Latimer: p. 287: 1882 


Supported Bristol Academy of Fine Arts to which he gave a number of 
paintings, chiefly by Bristol artists, as an example to wealthier citizens. 


Latimer: p. 335: 1856 

Gave picture by Syer to Bristol Free Library on its establishment. 
Latimer: p. 365: 1859 

Gave £100 to Council for 3 drinking fountains. 


Latimer: p. 479 


When Alderman Thomas Proctor gave Elmdale House at Clifton to be the 
Mansion House, Mr. Lang presented a cabinet of Bristol china, valued at £750, 
for the drawing-room. The sale of his porcelain, paintings and books lasted four 
days in 1884. Bristol Central Library, Reference 7885. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 52 

All the readers of these sketches who remember Robert Lang will agree with the 
writer that any list of Bristol Worthies who have lived during the last half cen- 
tury, would be incomplete without his being mentioned, for as long as he lived 
he took a keen interest in his native city, and all connected with it. In appearance 
he was of about medium height, with a pleasant face, wearing a wig in his later 
years, and slight side whiskers, and most agreeable and courteous in his manner. 
He was practically the head of the firm of Thomas Lang & Co., iron merchants, 
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unmarried, a cultured, well read man, and quite an enthusiast in artistic matters. 
At a time when the Bristol Academy of Fine Arts was at a low ebb, he made a 
handsome presentation from his collection of a number of valuable and repre- 
sentative specimens, mostly, or entirely, the work of Bristol artists, and was at 
all times the patron and generous supporter of anything which he thought worthy 
of help in the district, and, even after he left the neighbourhood, kept up his 
interest in it, and letters often appeared from him when anything attracted his 
attention concerning it. 

It need hardly be said that such a man was universally esteemed and respec- 
ted, and that his departure from Bristol, with which he had been so long con- 
nected, was much deplored, as he was one of those genial, amiable men whom 
it is always a pleasure to meet, and who are never better pleased than when 
they are saying a kind word, or doing a friendly act, for some of their fellow 
creatures. 
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William Albina Latham 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1891-1897 


Councillor 1890~—3rd February 1906 
j-P. 1898 
Occupation Leather merchant at the corner of 


Ferry Street and Redcliff Street 
within a stone’s throw of Proctor 
Baker’s mills 


Born About 1836 
Died 3rd February 1906, aged about 70 
years 


Residence: Merrywood Hall, Merry- 
wood, Bedminster 
(Obituary, Western Daily Press) 


Council, 20th June 1893 


One of four Dock members who supported Proctor Baker’s resolution against 
the Committee scheme for new dock at Avonmouth. 


See also references at pages 21 and 23 of the present volume. 
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Arthur Albert Levy-Lang field 


LIBERAL UNIONIST (1898) 
INDEPENDENT (1899) 
CONSERVATIVE (1902) 


Docks Member 1898-1911: 1915-18th August 1927 
Councillor 1896-1913 
Alderman 1913-1927 


Occupation Draper, etc., of Levy, Langfield & 
Co., Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Bridge Street 
(on corner by St. Peter’s Church) 


Born About 1862 


Died 18th August 1927, aged 65 years at 
Trinmore, Clifton Down 
(Western Daily Press, 19th August 
1927) 


Latimer: p. 310: 21st September 1897 


At Council, Alderman Inskip, seconded by Councillor Howell Davies moved 
that Docks Committee introduce dock extension scheme in next Parliamentary 
session. Councillor Levy-Langfield moved deferment until arrangements made 
with railway companies and landowner. Amendment failed by 39 to 8 though the 
Mayor with Alderman Proctor Baker (Docks Chairman), Councillor Arthur Baker 
(Docks, 1890-1901) and Councillor E. B. Colthurst (Docks, 1888-1897 and 
1899-1911) supported Councillor Levy-Langfield. 


Wells: p. 317: Council, 11th October 1898 


Supported Alderman Townsend’s amendment asking Docks Gommittee to 
report in three months on cost of dockisation of River Avon and as a “‘dockiser”’ 
Mr. Levy-Langfield was added to the Docks Committee. 


Wells: p. 329: Council, 22nd January 1901 

Declined to pledge himself to Royal Edward Dock scheme when 70 members 
voted in favour. 
Western Daily Press: 19th August 1927 


Levy-Langfield was the author of the “‘Bristol Channel Guide” which P. & A. 
Campbell, the Bristol pleasure steamer owners, adopted as their Official Guide. 
Bristol Central Library, Reference 8284 and 1932. 
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Charles Hoskins Low 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1873-—11th March 1900 
Chairman 1882—26th June 1893 (resigned) 
Councillor January 1873-May 1891 — (St. 
Michaels) 
Alderman May 1891—11th March 1900 
JF 1887 
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, 
1865-1866 
Occupation Timber merchant, founding in 1855 


the firm of ‘Taylor & Low Bros. 
with his brother, J. B. Low, and 
Mr. Henry ‘Taylor, Mayor 1879- 
80 

Business at Canada Wharf, Cumber- 
land Road from 1857 to date. 

Director of Bristol ‘Tramways and 
Carriage Co. and of Bristol and 
Clifton Building Society 

Born 1831 at Clifton 


Died 11th March 1900, aged 68 years, at 
Towerhurst, Leigh Woods, Bristol 





Education Private schools 


Wells: p. 258: 5th February 1884 


Member of Committee appointed by Council to assist the Mayor in negotia- 
tions for purchase of Avonmouth and City Docks. 


Wells: p. 280: 20th June 1893 


The Docks Committee had submitted a scheme for a new dock at Avonmouth 
and also a Harbour Railway extension scheme. Alderman Proctor Baker moved 
a resolution against the Harbour Railway Extension and instructing the Docks 
Committee to consider the whole subject of the traffic and the improvement of 
the port “‘with a view to presenting a well-digested scheme in the next Session 
of Parliament’’. ‘The resolution was carried by 36 votes to 13. 

Note:—At the Docks meeting on 26th June 1893 Alderman Low and Council- 
lor Charles Wills resigned their respective offices as Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman as they were unable to comply with the Council resolution of the 
20th June 1893 in regard to the Dock extension report. On the 31st July 1893 
Alderman W. Proctor Baker and Mr. E. Burrow Hill were elected Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman respectively. 
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Wells: p. 282: 11th July 1893 


At Council, Alderman Low, Councillor Charles Wills, Alderman W. W. 
Jose, Councillors Heber Mardon and J. Fuller Eberle asked to be discharged 
from further attendance at Docks meeting. The Council unanimously asked 
them to continue and they did not retire from the Committee. 


See also references at pages 19 - 21 and 23 of the present volume and in the 
“Western Daily Press” of the 12th March 1900. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 56/7 


CHARLES Hoskins Low a well-known figure in Bristol and Clifton, was an active 
member of the firm of ‘Taylor & Low Brothers, timber merchants, but was 
perhaps quite as well known to the public at large as a Town Councillor and 
Chairman of the Bristol Docks Committee. He was of about medium height, of 
square build, very fair in complexion, wearing moustache and whiskers of 
yellowish colour, on a round, pleasant face. For some years he was an active 
Volunteer in the Bristol Rifles, and was generally popular with all who knew him, 
as he was a sociable, courteous man, with no “‘side’’ about him, and was re- 
garded as a shrewd business man in commercial circles. At one time he lived at 
Downend, but, we think, for many years before his death, at a comparatively 
early age, when he showed but little traces of advancing years, he had resided 
in the neighbourhood of Clifton. He was married, and had several children, but 
we are not sure he had any sons in his business, which since the death of the 
senior partner, the late Henry Taylor, had been carried on by his brother and 
self. He was essentially a busy man, and divided his time between his own affairs 
and his public engagements. His death caused general regret, as he was greatly 
esteemed and respected by a number of friends. 


Part of entry in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898’’, Vol. 1, p.59 
ALDERMAN CHARLES Hoskins Low has been twice President of the Harbours, 
Docks and Piers Association of the United Kingdom; now President (for the 
second time) of the Timber Trade Federation of the United Kingdom; Mr. Low 
was one of the first thirty to join the rst Gloucestershire (City of Bristol) Rifle 
Volunteers, and passed through every grade to Captain, being senior of his rank 
at the date of his retirement. 
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Edward Thomas Lucas 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1861-July 1863 


Councillor 1859-July 1863 
Warden, Merchant Venturers—1861— 

July 1863 

Occupation African merchant: head of Lucas 
Bros. & Co., Bathurst Wharf, 
Wapping 

Born About 1824: second son of Thomas 
Lucas 

Died 24th July 1863, aged 39 years, at 
Albert Lodge, Victoria Square, 
Clifton 


(Clifton Chronicle, 29th July 1863) 


“Records of Bristol Ships (1800-1838) ,”” Grahame Farr 


goth April 1849: partner in Lucas, Gwyer & Co., merchants, Bristol who 
purchased the S.V. “Anna Watson’. 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Voted for rejected amendment (28 votes to 25) to negotiate with Company 
concerning the latter’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. (For details see entry 
for Christopher Thomas). 
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John Frederick Lucas 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1870-1883 


Councillor Appointed Alderman direct 
Alderman 1868—October 1893 
j.P. 1881 
Master, Merchant Venturers: 1868- 
1869 
Occupation African merchant, head of Lucas 


Bros. & Co. Director of Daniel 

Sykes Ltd., Brewers and Maltsters 

at 107 Redcliff Street in 1872 
Residence: Clift House, Stapleton 


Born On the night of the Bristol riots, 
Sunday 30th October 1831 
Died 12th October 1893, aged 61 years, at 


Pensford, Somerset 
(Western Daily Press, 13th October 
1893) 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted for the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to sub- 
scribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the limits 
of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. : 


Wells: pp. 198/199: Council, 1st July 1872 
Voted against proposition that £100,000 be subscribed to the share capital of 
the Portishead Dock company. Proposition carried by 36 votes to 19. 
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Heber Mardon 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1891-1893 


Councillor 1891-1893 (St. Pauls) 
26th November 1901 (Redcliff) 
Occupation Manufacturing stationer 
Residence: Southfield, Westbury-on- 
Trym 
Born 1840 at South Molton, Devon 
Died 1925, aged about 85 years 





Wells: p. 244: November 1881 

One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour 
Board to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by payers 
of dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation and was 
rejected by the Select Committee. 


Wells: p. 282: Council, 11th July 1893 

One of five members of Docks Committee asking to be discharged from further 
attendance at Docks Committee when Council asked for a ‘‘well-digested 
scheme” of Port development in lieu of the Avonmouth scheme put forward by 
the Committee. 


Note by W. L. Nicholls, Esq., formerly of Messrs. Mardon, Son & Hall Ltd., 
Bristol. 

The Mardon family came to Bristol from South Molton in 1846 to take an 
interest in a small printing business run by John Harris, brother-in-law of James 
Mardon, Heber Mardon’s father. 

Heber Mardon joined the family firm, then in Broad Street, in 1854. In 1860 
he became a partner and the style of the firm was changed to ‘““Mardon & Son’. 
The premises were then at 10 and 11 St. Stephen’s Street, at the head of the 
Quay. The building still stands, occupied (in 1965) by Halden & Co., Stationers. 

An interesting note of industrial history is that in 1859 Mardon’s introduced 
the Saturday half-holiday, the first printing firm in the country to do so. To 
compensate for finishing work on Saturdays at 2 o’clock, working hours on 
Friday evenings were extended to 9 p.m. 

When Heber Mardon began work in 1854, employees numbered less than a 
dozen. When he retired in 1904, Mardon’s were then one of the largest printing 
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undertakings in the world, with a pay-roll of some 2,800 people. From 1883 
onwards they became increasingly involved in supplying packaging material for 
tobacco firms, and it was not surprising that when the Imperial Tobacco Com- 
pany was formed on the roth December, 1901, Mardon’s were invited to join 
as the official printing branch. 

The creation of the family firm was in fact his life’s work. He served as City 
Councillor for St. Paul’s Ward for some years but he resigned in order to devote 
himself unreservedly to his business responsibilities. 


See also entry for Councillor R. G. Tovey. 


Presented a model of the siege of Lucknow to Bristol Art Gallery in 1908. 
Bristol Central Library, Reference 7983. 
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Alfred Marshall 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1892-1893 
Councillor April 1892-1896 (Clifton) 
Occupation Corn merchant 
Residence: 13 Park Place, Clifton and 
later at 12 Whatley Road, Clifton 
Born About 1846 


Died 21st March 1921, aged 75 years 


Council, goth June 1893 
One of four members of Docks Committee who supported Proctor Baker’s 
resolution against the Committee’s scheme for a new dock at Avonmouth. 
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William Mereweather 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1889-1891 


Councillor 1888-1891 (Bedminster West) 

Occupation Builder and contractor 

Born About 1831 

Died 5th November 1899, aged 68 years, at 
South View House, West Street, 
Bedminster 


No further information found 


John William Miles, M.P. 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 31st August 1848-1868 


Councillor 1844—1868 (Bristol Ward) 

M.P. April- June 1868 (Bristol) 

A petition against the election of Mr. 
Miles was lodged by Mr. Samuel 
Morley, the defeated Liberal, on 
the grounds of “an undue use of 
money, beer and intimidation and 
the election was declared void as 
Mr. Miles was, by his agents, guilty 
of bribery” (Latimer, p. 440) 


Occupation Banker: of Sir William Miles, baronet, 
& Co. at the Miles Bank, Corn 
Street, Bristol. Partner in ship- 
owning firm of Miles and Kington. 
Director of Great Western Railway 





Born 1817 
Residence: Kingsweston 
Died Sth November 1878, aged 61 years: 
unmarried 
Education Eton and Christ Church, Oxford 


The third son of Philip John Miles (1773-1845) a partner in the Miles Bank 
from 1794 to 1845 and M.P. for Westbury, Wilts., 1820-1826, Corfe Castle 1829— 
1832 and for Bristol 1835-1837. P. J. Miles purchased the Manor of Leigh and 
built Leigh Court; he also purchased for the sum of £210,000 in July 1833 the 
Kingsweston Estate, lately the property of Lord de Clifford, deceased. When 
P. J. Miles died in 1845 his estate was proved at over one million pounds and 
he was thus the first recorded instance of a millionaire citizen of Bristol. P. J. 
Miles had received £9,076 from the compensation fund set up under the Slave 
Abolition Act, 1833. 

The Kingsweston Estate ran down to the River Avon and to the shores of 
the Severn at Avonmouth and both the Bristol Port and Channel Docks Com- 
pany and the Docks Committee had to purchase land from the Miles Estate or pay 
ground rents to them for the muddy estuarial lands upon which the original 
Avonmouth Dock was built in the 1870’s and the Royal Edward Dock in the 
1900's. 

J. W. Miles was a partner in the Miles Bank (1839-1877) at No. 8 Corn 
Street and its successor, the Old Bank, from 1877 until his death in 1878. 
(“History of Bristol Banking’’, p. 80). He was also a director of the Great 
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Western Railway Company from 1840 until his death (“History of G.W.R.”, 
Vol. II, p. 39). 
William Henry Miles (Docks 1868-1886) was his cousin. 


Wells: p. 88: Council, 25th October 1847 
Voted for purchase by the Corporation of the undertaking of the Bristol 
Docks Company. 


Wells: p. 185: 

Subscribed £1,000 to the Port and Channel Docks Company in their scheme 
for the Avonmouth Dock in 1867. 

J. W. Miles appears neither to have taken part nor to have voted in the 
Council controversies in 1864 on the proposed Avonmouth Dock. 


“Bristol Worthies’”’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 63 

Joun Witi1aAM MiILEs was a younger brother of Sir William, who lived most of 
his life at Kingsweston, and was one of the active partners in the banking firm 
carried on for many years in Corn Street, Bristol, as Miles, Miles, Harford, 
Savile & Miles, and latterly as Sir William Miles, Bart., & Co., but who looked 
much more like what he really was, a country gentleman farming his own estate. 
In appearance he was above medium height, with dark hair and slight whiskers, 
and had a frank, pleasant manner, which made him a general favourite with 
those who knew him. 

He was not a man who cared much for public life in general, but was fond of 
sport to a moderate extent, and did some hunting and shooting. Writer thinks 
he served the office of Sheriff for Bristol, and was persuaded to stand as a candi- 
date for Bristol in Parliament, when he was returned by a substantial majority, 
although afterwards unseated on petition on some technicality, not through any 
fault on his part, and he did not stand again. Altogether, he was a genial, 
straightforward man, who was much esteemed and respected wherever he was 
known, and his death in the prime of life caused widespread regret amongst his 
friends. (Note: W. H. Miles, not J. W. Miles, served as Sheriff.) 
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William Henry Miles 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1868-1886 


Councillor 1868-1886 (Bristol Ward) 
Sheriff 1866-1867 
Occupation Banker, of Sir William Miles, bart., 


& Co., of No. 8 Corn Street, Bristol. 
Partner in Miles Bank, 1854—1877 
and in their successors, the Old 
Bank, 1877-88. 


Born About 183] 
Died 15th January 1888, aged 57 years, by 


taking cold when driving home to 
Ham Green 





Son of Sir William Miles (baronetcy, 1859), cousin of John William Miles 
(Docks, 1848-1868). 
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Roger Moore 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1883-1887 
Councillor 1881-1887 
Occupation Toilet Soap manufacturer, 123 Red- 


cliff Street (1874) 
Residence: 5 Royal York Crescent, 


Clifton 
Born About 1839 
Died 26th May 1915, aged 76 years at 174 


Hotwell Road 


Western Daily Press: 27th May 1915 

He took an early interest in shipping and commerce and was a staunch friend 
of the pilots at the Port. He was of great assistance to Samuel Plimsoll, M.P. in 
his efforts to establish the load line for ships. He became honorary secretary of 
the Plimsoll Committee and owned a collection of many documents regarding 
trade and ships. In a letter to the “Western Daily Press’, he claimed that 
while ill and asleep he dreamt of the torpedoing of the S.S. “‘Lusitania” in the 
early afternoon of the 7th May 1915, the time of that event. 


Three election addresses in Bristol Central Library, Reference 7823-5. 


William Naish 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 31st August 1848-1859: 1861-1870: 


1871-1873 
Councillor 1847-1859 (District Ward) 
Alderman September 1861—-November 1873 
Mayor 1864-1865 
j.P. 1856 
Occupation Hosiers, glovers and manufacturers 


of sewing cotton balls, Naish & Co., 

76 Castle Street. Director of the 

Gas Company 

(Western Daily Press, 30th July 1875) 
Residence: 1848, Brookfield Lodge, 

199 Cheltenham Road. 1855, 

Moorland Lodge, Durdham Park 


Born About 1806 
Died 29th July 1875, aged 69 years 


Wells: p. 92: 1847 

Said to have opposed Bill to transfer undertaking of Bristol Dock Company 
to the Corporation. 
Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 


Voted in Council with “fixed property party” against appointment of special 
Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details see 
entry for Joseph Coates: amendment against appointment carried by 25 votes 
to 24). 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 

Voted for motion to oppose Company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
Motion carried by 28 votes to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher Thomas). 
Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted for the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to sub- 
scribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the limits 
of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909) p. 69 
WiuuiaM NaisH was a sturdily built man, rather below middle height, wearing a 


large grey beard and moustache when we remember him, and a partner in a 
firm at that time carrying on a large business in the cotton trade, in which we 


K 137 


think his brothers Henry, Edmund, and Joseph had been at one time associated 
with him. He was twice married, and had some family by both wives. He lived 
for some years in Durdham Park, Redland, and was fond of riding and driving. 
He served the office of Mayor of Bristol, and Justice of the Peace, was consider- 
ably impressed with a sense of his own importance, but was not a bad sort with 
those who really knew him, though he had a somewhat gruff, brusque manner, 
and loud voice. He was often seen on the Bench of Magistrates, and was long 
in the ‘Town Council. For some time before his death, at a fairly advanced age, 
he was in rather feeble health, and mostly resided we think at Weston-super- 
Mare. He came of an old Quaker family, by whom he was looked upon as a 
backslider, when he introduced a piano and musical parties in his house at 


Redland. 
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Charles Nash 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1853-1878 





Deputy 
Chairman 1859-1872 
Chairman 1873-1877 
Councillor 1851-1886 
Alderman 1886—October 1888 
J.P: 187] 
President, Chamber of Commerce: 
1874-1875 
Occupation ‘Timber trade: Jones & Nash. 
Bristol Steam Navigation Co. 
Chairman, local board of National 
‘Telephone Company 
Residence: 1854, 6 Bellevue, Clifton 
Born About 1819, son of Councillor J. E. 
Nash 
Died I7th July 1901, aged 82 years, 
at 22 Leopold Road, St. Andrews, 
Bristol 


Wells: p. 61: 1846 


Member of Free Port Council. 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 

Voted in Council against “fixed property party” and seconded motion for 
appointment of special Committee to consider with representatives of the Mer- 
chant Venturers and the Chamber of Commerce the provision of river-mouth 
docks. (For details see entry for Joseph Coates: Motion for special Committee 
lost by 25 votes to 24). 


Latimer: (1863), p. 396 
One of promoters of Bristol Port & Channel Dock Bill for construction of 
Avonmouth Dock. 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 

Voted for rejected amendment (28 votes to 25) to negotiate with Company 
concerning the latter’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. (For details see 
entry for Councillor C. J. Thomas). 


ok 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, 2nd February 1864 


Proposed resolution in favour of Avonmouth Company’s second Bill for Dock. 
Carried by 33 votes to 18. In the municipal elections of November 1863 several 
opponents of the first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, were de- 
feated. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: pp. 198/199: Council, 1st July 1872 


Voted against proposition that £100,000 be subscribed to the share capital of 
the Portishead Dock company. Proposition carried by 36 votes to 19. 


November 1877. Resigned from Chairmanship of Docks Committee. 


Latimer p. 495: Council, November 1878 


Removed from Docks Committee as director of Avonmouth Dock company 
as result of resolution moved by Alderman Proctor Baker. 


The “‘Western Daily Press’ in an obituary on Charles Nash on the 18th July 
1901 states that he was the son of Councillor J. E. Nash. As a young man Charles 
Nash had early experience in the office of Robert Bright, steamship owner, and 
the moving spirit in the Free Port agitation which resulted in the City Docks 
being taken over by the Corporation in 1848. Charles Nash was an energetic 
member of the Free Port Council. 

At a latter date Charles Nash joined Mr. J. A. Jones, timber merchant (Docks 
Committee, 1875-1883) and the style of the firm soon became Jones & Nash. 
He also joined the Bristol Steam Navigation Company although he subsequently 
ceased to take part in control. He also became Chairman of the Port and Channel 
Dock Company who constructed the Avonmouth Docks. 

The “Western Daily Press” says that he was gentle and unobtrusive in dis- 
position and a Churchwarden at St. Peters, Clifton Wood. He died at his 
residence at Leopold Road, St. Andrews, Bristol, then a new suburb. 

Charles Nash became Deputy Chairman of the Avonmouth Dock company 
in 1867 and he cut the first sod near the Lighthouse there on the 26th August 
1868 as the Chairman, P. W. 8. Miles, declined as the landowner to do so from 
feelings of delicacy. In October 1881 he became Chairman of the Company in 
place of Mr. Miles. (See also entry for Alderman Proctor Baker). 

He was elected an Alderman in 1886 being the first Councillor to receive this 
honour. Ill-health was the reason for his withdrawal from public affairs in 
October, 1888. 
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“Bristol Worthies”, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 68 /69 


CHARLES Nasu was for a number of years engaged in the timber trade in Bristol, 
being junior partner in the firm of Jones & Nash. He was a staunch Churchman, 
and a liberal supporter of all matters connected with Church affairs. He was 
said to be hard hit by his support of some of the local railways, which, in his 
later years, rather put a limit on his natural readiness to give a helping hand 
where it was required. He was long a ‘Town Councillor, and also an Alderman 
for Bristol, and an able and frequent speaker at their meetings. He married Miss 
Wilson, and lived with his family most of his life in Clifton, where his death, well 
on in years, caused general regret, as he was respected and esteemed by a large 
number of friends for his many amiable qualities and strict integrity. In appear- 
ance he was rather a slightly built man, with sharp cut features, wearing beard 
and moustache, and always neatly but plainly dressed. 

It is much to be regretted that this worthy citizen did not live to see his son, 
Mr. Vaughan Nash, holding the distinguished office of private secretary to two 
Prime Ministers of the British Empire, as we understand he has lately been 
appointed by the present Premier to the same post he had held under his pre- 
decessor, Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, which shows the high appreciation 
which must be entertained of his services. 


See also references at pages 12-15 and 18 of the present volume. 
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Edward Parsons 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1890-8th May 1929 


Councillor 1889-1904 (Bedminster, West) 
Alderman 1904-8th May 1929 

j.P. 1898 

Occupation Seed merchant, 24 Nicholas 


Street and 12 Broadmead 
Residence: 71 Coronation Road, 
Bedminster 


Died 8th May 1929 


Wells: p. 325: Council, 30th July 1900 

Moved that Docks Committee be asked to prepare a scheme of dock extension. 
Motion approved and Royal Edward Dock scheme prepared. Proposals based 
on the 1892 scheme, were approved by Council on goth October 1goo. 


Western Daily Press: 9th May, 1929 


In his active political days, Edward Parsons was humorously known as the 
“King of Bedminster’. 


See also references at pages 20, 21, 23, 25 and 31 of the present volume. 
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Benjamin Perry 
CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1897-12th June 1900 


Councillor 1896-12th June 1900 (resigned) 
(Redcliff) 
Occupation Haulier, railway carrier, warehouse- 


man, (Council Minutes) of Benja- 

min Perry & Sons, 127 Redcliff 

Street, and 11-13 Temple Street 
Residence: Avonleigh, Stoke Bishop 


Born About 1835 
Died 9th September 1902, aged 67 years 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 

One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour 
Board to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by 
payers of dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation 
and was rejected by the Select Committee. 


Western Daily Press: 1oth September 1902 


Was associated with Finzel’s refinery at the Counterslip (closed 1877) many 
years ago. Started his own business in about 1882. Was a great friend of George 
Muller, the philanthropist. Supported a progressive Port policy. 
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Thomas Pethick 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1864-1872 


Councillor 1863-1872 (St. James) 

Occupation Hide and tallow merchant: Haycroft 
and Pethick, 29 Queen Square, 
Bristol 


Residence: 133 (North Hill Villa), 
Pembroke Road, Clifton 


Born About 1806 
Died 23rd February 1884, aged 78 years 


Father of William Pethick (Docks, 1874-1887). 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, 2nd February 1864 


Voted for Avonmouth Company’s second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes 
to 18. In the municipal elections of November 1863 several opponents of the 
first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, were defeated. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: pp. 198/199: Gouncil, 1st July 1872 
Voted against proposition that £100,000 be subscribed to the share capital of 
the Portishead Dock company. Proposition carried by 36 votes to 19. 
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William Pethick 


LIBERAL (1886) 
LIBERAL UNIONIST (1866) 


Docks Member 1874-1887 


Councillor 1866-1872: 1874-1887 (Bedminster) 
Alderman 1889-1992 

iP. 1871 

Sheriff 1894-1895 

Occupation Hide and tallow merchant 


Residence: 1874, Lanoy House, 87 
Pembroke Road, Clifton 


Born About 1831 at Bideford. Son of 
Thomas Pethick (Docks, 1864-— 
1872) 

Died 12th November 1902, aged 71 years. 


Residence: Woodside, Sneyd Park 
(Obituary, Tzmes and Mirror) 


Education Privately 





Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: p. 198: Council, rst July 1872 

Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. Appointed Corporation 
director of Portishead Dock company. Resigned in 1878. (See page 18). 


Wells: p. 248: December 1881 


During attack in Council on Docks Committee for paying for discharge of 
grain cargoes at City Dock, William Pethick, who never minced his words, 
created uproar in defending the Committee by stating funds for the agitation in 
the city had been supplied by those interested in the outer docks. ‘The Mayor 
induced Mr. Pethick to withdraw his statement. 


Part of entry in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”. Vol. 1, p. 59 


ALDERMAN WiuiAmM Peruick, J.P. for the county of Cornwall, resided at 
‘Woodside’, Sneyd Park, and Lanoy, Launceston. Son of the late ‘Thomas 
Pethick; born at Bideford, North Devon, and educated at private schools; came 
to Bristol in 1850, and was partner in the Bristol, Plymouth, Exeter, and London, 
South American importing-house of Haycroft and Pethick; now retired. 
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Robert Phippen 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 3st August 1848-1852 


Councillor 1835-1838: 1839-1854 (Bedminster) 
Alderman November 1855-July 1869 

Mayor 1840-1841 

Sheriff 1854-1855: 1868—July 1869 

J.P. 

Occupation Attorney at Law: Phippen & Craven, 


Guildhall Chambers. Director of 
the Bristol and Exeter Railway. 
Director of the Bristol Water Works 


Company 

Born About 1801 at Church House, Bed- 
minster 

Died 5th July 1869, aged 68 years, at a 


dinner party at Cote Hill, the resi- 
dence of the Mayor, Francis Adams. 
Dr. Frederic Terrell (Docks, 1858- 
1883) was a fellow guest and gave 
what assistance he could 

(Western Daily Press, 6th July 1869) 


Wells: p. 88 


Voted at Council, 25th October 1847 for purchase of the undertaking of the 
Bristol Dock Company. 


Wells: p. 92 
Stated to have opposed the Bill to acquire the Company’s undertaking. 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 


Voted in Council with “fixed property party” against appointment of special 
Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details see entry 
for Joseph Coates: amendment against appointment carried by 25 votes to 24). 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Voted for rejected amendment (28 votes to 25) to negotiate with Company 
concerning the latter’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. (For details see entry 
for Christopher Thomas). 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, and February 1864 


Voted for amendment (lost by 35 votes to 10) to delay approval of Avonmouth 
Company’s second bill for Dock. In the November 1863 elections, several oppo- 
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nents of the first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, had been de- 
feated. 
Beaven: p. 255 

President, Bristol Royal Infirmary (1869). 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, rst Series (1907): p. 62 

ROBERT PHIPPEN was a man who was born, lived, and died in Church House, 
Bedminster, where he had lived all his life, and was many years a warden, and 
took much interest in the Parish Church there. By profession he was a solicitor, 
senior partner in ‘“‘Phippen & Craven’’, and amassed a fairly large fortune, which 
was left to Miss Brown, who afterwards married Lord Esme Gordon. 

In appearance he was a grave-looking man, above middle height, wearing 
slight side whiskers, and dressed in old-fashioned style. He served the office of 
High Sheriff, but, writer thinks, never accepted the Mayoralty, though he was 
for years one of the “‘Mayor-makers’’, as the Committee for selecting the Mayor 
was called. He was an active, able man in his profession, and out of it; took a 
leading part in municipal and other public affairs, entertained a good deal in a 
quiet way, and went out to many of the public dinners and private entertain- 
ments in the district. He was married, but without family, and much respected 
and esteemed by a great number of friends. Both he and his wife attained a good 
old age, and their deaths caused general regret, as they were a worthy couple, 
not easily replaced. 
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James Poole 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 3lst August 1848—December 1872 
Chairman 1859-—December 1872 
Councillor 1847—December 1872 (St. Michaels) 
Mayor 1858-1859 
j.P. 1858 
Occupation Coal merchant, Hotwells and St. 


Stephen’s Wharf, Quayhead, later 
carried on by his sons as Poole Bros. 

Residence: 1848, Park Cottage, 6 
West Park, Clifton 





Born About 1797: brother of Paul Poole, 
R.A. 
Died 24th December 1872, aged 75 years, 
at Wick House, Durdham Down, 
Bristol 
(Times & Mirror, 26th December, 
1872) 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 


Voted in Council with “fixed property party” against appointment of special 
Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details see entry 
for Joseph Coates: amendment against appointment carried by 25 votes to 24). 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Voted for motion to oppose Company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
Motion carried by 28 votes to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher Thomas). 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, 2nd February 1864. 


Voted for Avonmouth Company’s second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes 
to 18. In the municipal elections of November 1863 several opponents of the 
first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, were defeated. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted for the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to sub- 
scribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the limits 
of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: p. 198: Council, rst July 1872 
Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 
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“Times & Mirror’’: 26th December 1872 


Handed over business to his sons in last few years. He was Chairman of the 
Taff Vale Railway Company at the time of his death. He came from an old 
Bristol family long resident at Hotwells. 


‘Bristol Worthies”’, 1st Series (1907): p. 63 


James PooLe was for a great portion of his life known as ‘.J.P., Jun.,” as his 
father lived to an advanced age. He was extensively interested in the coal trade, 
and the business was afterwards continued by his sons under the name of Poole 
Bros. For a great deal of his life he lived at Wick House, Durdham Down, was 
an active member of the Town Council, and filled the offices of Mayor and 
President of the Grateful Society ably and well. He had a family of five sons and 
three daughters—James, Frederick, Charles, David, and Edward; Mrs. Bevan, 
Miss Poole, and another married daughter, whose name the writer forgets. 
Mrs. J. Poole was a large, stout lady, who took an active part in her duties as 
Lady Mayoress, and entertained extensively at Wick House. 

Mr. Poole was a good-looking man, above middle height, wearing a long 
beard, and a pleasant, genial manner, and was a fairly fluent speaker. He was 
very popular in a large circle of friends, and lived to attain three score and ten 
years or thereabouts, and died generally regretted and respected. 


See also references on pages 12-15 of the present volume. 
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William Augustus Frederick Powell 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1878-1881 


Councillor 1861-1885 (Redchiff) 
j.P. 1875 
Master, Merchant Venturers 1873- 
1874 
Occupation Glass manufacturer, of Powell 


Ricketts & Co: also held an interest 
in Temple Gate Pottery. His busi- 
ness life covered more than 60 years 


Born 27th January 1814 


Died 9th February 1906, aged 92 years 
Residence: Norland House, 
33 Canynge’s Road, Clifton 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 

Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.c. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: p. 198: Council, ist July 1872 
Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 1st Series (1907): p. 64 

W. A. F. PowELL was a somewhat reserved and retiring man, below middle 
height, with dark hair, beard, etc., when the writer first remembers him, and 
lived all the latter years of a long life at Norland House, Clifton. Besides being 
the head of the old-established firm of Powell, Ricketts & Co., he was also 
interested in the Bristol Pottery Co., and, as a relaxation from his other work, 
was no mean hand as a turner in wood and metal, and many are the specimens 
of his handiwork the writer has seen, on the many occasions when he was privi- 
leged to visit his well-fitted private workshops and watch him at work. He was a 
man grave and sedate in manner and appearance, but all right when you knew 
him, a genial host and pleasant companion with a fund of anecdotes and 
amusing reminiscences of his visits to many of the leading Continental countries, 
with whom his firm did a large business, and many of the queer-looking flagons 
and flasks which are known as the distinctive peculiarities of some of the rare 
wines and liqueurs have been produced by the Bristol works. W. A. F. Powell 
rose to the highest post in the Order of Freemasons, and was looked upon as 
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one of the leading lights of that body, which was largely represented at his 
funeral when he died at a great age not very long since. He was unmarried, 
living for many years with his mother, two sisters, and brother, all but the last- 


named of whom predeceased him, and the business is carried on by his surviving 
brother and his sons. 
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Louis Edward De Ridder 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1894-1895 
Councillor 1894-1897 


Occupation Surveyor and estate agent: came to 
Bristol in 1872. De Ridder & Co., 
Whiteladies Road 


Born About 1851 at Lympsham near 
Weston-super-Mare 
Died 2nd November 1932, aged 81 years 


Residence: Newbridge ‘Towers, New- 
bridge Hill, Bath 


Education At Weston-super-Mare and Bristol 





‘Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”, Vol. 1, p. 91 


Louts Epwarp DE RippER, Chateau de Renescure, Bournemouth. Born at 
Lympsham, near Weston-super-Mare; educated partly at Weston and partly at 
Bristol. (Named Louis Edward after his grandfather, who was naval aide-de- 
camp to Napoleon I, and a member of one of the oldest noble families of French 
Flanders, patents of nobility granted A.D. 780, for saving the life of the then 
King of France at the Battle of Neustrie). Game to Bristol in 1872, and soon 
interested himself in the question of dockising the river Avon; opposed the 
Docks Bill of 1892, and submitted to the Council plans for dockisation, which 
allowed for the safe berthing at Bristol of vessels from 450 to 500 and 550 feet 
in length; in 1893 sought the suffrages of the Clifton Ward as candidate for the 
City Council, and fought two elections, polling 511 votes on the first occasion, 
and 858 on the second, when he was defeated by only five votes. Putting up 
again in 1894, purely on the dockisation ticket, he secured a majority of 500 
votes. Though not now in the Council, Mr. de Ridder still presses his scheme as 
the most advantageous which could be adopted. 
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Richard Charles Ring 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1881-1883 


Councillor 


Occupation 


Born 


Died 


1879-April 1885 (resigned) 


R. C. Ring & Co., coal merchants, 
tobacco pipe manufacturers and 
cigar merchants, Temple Back. 
(1881-1885 Directory) 

Clerk, Haymarket, 1887-1894 

Residence: 1881-1885, The Manor 
House, Whitchurch: 1887, Temple 
Back: 1899, Weston-super-Mare 


About 1820 


10th February 1911 at Hasley House, 
Minehead, Somerset, aged 91 years 


No further information found 
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Richard Robinson 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 3lst August 1848-1875 


Deputy 

Chairman 1852-1859 

Councillor Elected direct to aldermanic bench 

Alderman 1841-October 1878 

Master, Merchant Venturers: 1846- 

1847 

Occupation West India merchant at 38 Queen 
Square: carried on business until 
about 1858 

Born About 1802 in the parish of St. 
Stephen’s, Bristol, the last of twelve 
children, son of West India mer- 
chant, chiefly Jamaica 

Died 17th October 1878, aged 76 years, at 
Richmond Cottage, Hanover Place, 
Clifton 


(Times & Mirror, 18th October, 1878) 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 

Voted in Council with “fixed property party” against appointment of special 
Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details see entry 
for Joseph Coates: amendment against appointment carried by 25 votes to 24). 


Latimer: p. 397: 1863 

One of the promoters of the Portishead Pier and Railway Company with 
Alderman James Ford (Docks, 1856-1877) and Michael Henry Castle (Docks, 
1854-1866) after opposing other rivermouth development schemes as detri- 
mental to the City’s interests. 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Voted for motion to oppose Company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
Motion carried by 28 votes to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher Thomas). 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, and February 1864 

Voted for amendment (lost by 35 votes to 10) to delay approval of Avonmouth 
Company’s second bill for Dock. In the November 1863 elections, several 
opponents of the first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, had been 
defeated. 
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Wells: p. 182: Council, 19th May 1864 


One of thirteen members who signed protest against further approval of 
Company’s Bill for construction of Avonmouth Dock and who abstained from 


attending the Council meeting. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 
Voted for the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 


limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Limes and Mirror: 18th October 1878 
As good a type of English man of business, a Bristol merchant, as could be met; 
hearty, kindly, sociable. 
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George Eddie Sanders 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1848-1851 


Councillor 1835-1839: 1846-April 1851 (Bristol) 
j.P. 1836 
Occupation Seed merchant. Chairman of the 


Bristol Water Works Company 
(1846-1851) 


Born About 1781 
Died 2nd April 1851, aged 70 years, at his 
residence, Clifton Hill House, 
Clifton 
(Felix Farley's Bristol Journal, 5th April, 
1851) 


On 25th October 1847 G. E. Sanders was one of the 4 Council members 
voting against the transfer of the undertaking of the Bristol Dock Company 
to the Corporation. 


John Sharland 


LABOUR 


Docks Member 1895-1899 


Councillor 1893—April 1902 (St. Philips North) 
Occupation Engine fitter 
Born About 1854 
Died 14th April 1902, aged 48 years 
Residence: 2 Jubilee Road, St. 
George 


His son, E. Sharland, was a local etcher whose work sold freely at the time. 


Western Daily Press: 15th April 1902 
Was prominent in the labour movement locally until ill-health brought about 


his retirement in 1900. 


See also reference at page 23 of the present volume. 
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Alfred John Smith 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 1898-1908 
Councillor 1897—November 1907 (Somerset 
Ward) 
Alderman November 1907—March 1920 
Lord Mayor 1905-1906: 1906-1907 
j.P. 1902 
Occupation Coal merchant and shipowner at 


9 Queen Square. A. J. Smith Ltd. 
and Newport Coal & Coke Co. 
Ltd. 

Residence: Highgrove, 186 Wells 
Road, Totterdown 





Born 1843 at Bedminster, son of John Smith 
of Bristol 
Died March 1920, aged about 77 years 


“Bristol Worthies”’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 211 

In these days, when the labours and claims upon men in high positions are so 
many and great, it is not often we find citizens willing and able to undertake the 
office of Lord Mayor of an important city like Bristol for more than one year at 
a time, and the citizens should be grateful to Alfred John Smith the subject of 
this sketch, who carried out his duties, judicial, official, and hospitable, in a very 
able manner for two years. In appearance his ex-lordship is rather over medium 
height, of substantial build, wearing beard, &c., and with a pleasant, genial, 
unaffected manner, which secured him great popularity during his terms of 
office, in which he was much helped in the many hospitalities he offered to his 
colleagues and friends by the Lady Mayoress, who spared neither time or 
trouble to have all in her power done for the enjoyment of her guests. 

The only drawback to a downright good Lord Mayor is that he is a bad man 
to follow, and the successors to the subject of this slight sketch doubtless have 
had this experience. His lordship, without going in for being flowery, is a good, 
straightforward speaker, who knows what he means and how to say it, and as he 
is quite outspoken, and without any “side,” he is always welcome wherever he 
appears, and he spares himself very little in the performance of his many and 
important duties. 


Part of entry in “‘Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”. Vol. 1, p. 71 


ALFRED JOHN SMITH, has been for many years ship owner, coal merchant and 
contractor for freights in Bristol and Newport, and is also carrying on business 
at Bradford-on-Avon; Director of the Newport Coal and Coke Company, 
Limited, St. Philip’s, Bristol, which business was founded by his father nearly 
forty years ago. 
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William Smith 


CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1870-1882 
Councillor 1870-1882 (Clifton) 
Alderman April 1883-February 1900 
Sheriff 1876-1877 
j.P. 1878 
Occupation Colonial produce broker at No. 


10 Corn street. Consul for Chili. One 
of the managers of the Bristol and 
West of England Land Investment 


Co. 
Born About 1825 
Died 16th February 1900, aged 75 years, 


at Sundon House, Clifton Down 
later the home of Harry W. Beloe, 
director of Spillers & Bakers Ltd. 
and former partner of Alderman 
Proctor Baker 





Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 

Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: pp. 198/199: Council, 1st July 1872 
Voted against proposition that £100,000 be subscribed to the share capital 
of the Portishead Dock company. Proposition carried by 36 votes to 19. 


Wells: p. 103: 24th February 1877 


Attended the opening of Avonmouth Dock and spoke after the ceremony 
when the s.s. “Juno” an Irish trader sailed back to Bristol. 


Wells: pp. 221 /224: March 1879 


Moved resolution at Docks meeting in favour of purchase of Avonmouth 
Docks. 

The Docks Secretary (Mr. F. B. Girdlestone) submitted a report on the matter 
to the Docks Committee on the instructions of the Chairman (Mr. George Wills) 
who had challenged many of Mr. Smith’s deductions. 

There was further discussion by the Docks Committee in May when Proctor 
Baker spoke strongly against purchase and counselled that any expenditure 
should be made on the City Docks. Nevertheless Alderman Smith’s motion for 
purchase was carried by 11 votes to 6. The matter was referred to the City 


199 


Council, but at their meeting on the 24th June 1879 it was resolved to do nothing 
until the report of a dockisation Committee came before the Council. 


Wells: p. 271: Council meeting, 23rd July 1886 

The Chairman, Mr. C. H. Low, put forward the Docks Committee’s pro- 
posals for coastwise dues being charged. On motion of Mr. Smith proposal was 
deferred for a couple of months. Meanwhile representations from the Chamber of 
Commerce and Traders postponed such charges until 1888. 


Western Daily Press: 19th February 1900 
Alderman Smith took up residence in Bristol in 1865. He was widely read and 
cultured and had a great interest in music. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 101 


Wixui1am SmitH, who married a daughter of the late Alderman Lucas, and 
lived for many years at Sundon House, Clifton Down, carried on for a number of 
years the business of a Colonial broker, was looked upon as a shrewd business 
man in commercial circles, and was known amongst his intimates as “Garibaldi 
Smith,” from a fancied likeness to the Italian patriot. In appearance he was big 
in height and weight, wearing a thick head of hair, beard, &c., and took an 
active part in local municipal affairs, being an Alderman of the Bristol Corpo- 
ration and a Justice of the Peace for Bristol. He had several daughters, but, we 
think, no son, and was rather brusque and outspoken in business and other 
matters in which he was concerned. The accompanying portrait was taken some 
years before his death, which took place when close on the allotted age of man, 
though he was up and about nearly to the last, and his loss was felt by a large 
circle of relatives and friends, by whom he was respected and valued. 
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Richard Court S tephens 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1895-1911 


Councillor 1895-26th November 1918 (Bristol) 

Alderman 26th November 1918-1926 

Occupation Haulier, railway carrier, warehouse- 
man at Little King Street. (Council 
Minutes) 


Residence: 11 Edgecumbe Road, 
Redland (1895) 


Born In 1841 


Died 2nd November 1926, aged 84 years, 
at 34 Cranbrook Road 


Wells: p. 24.7: 1882 

Gave evidence before Select Committee in favour of Port and Docks Com- 
mission for Bristol, Avonmouth and Portishead Docks. The chief promoters 
were a small London syndicate and the Bill was lost. 


Western Daily Press: 3rd November 1926 

He was a remarkable man physically, looking very much younger than his age. 

He joined the Queen Charlton troop of the North Somerset Yeomanry in 
1858 when Sir William Miles was Colonel. He was an ardent Yeomanry man and 
did not retire until 1906 after 48 years’ service with the rank of Quartermaster, 
honorary Captain. He was an excellent swordsman and in 1867 won the Lord 
Cork medal and purse of gold for the best display of swordsmanship in the 
British Army. He also won many other honours. 

He had 5 sons serving with the Army in the 1914-18 War, one from America, 
one from Australia and three from the homeland. 

He retired from his extensive haulier’s business some years before his death. 
His public service covered a period of 50 years, being 36 years with the Incor- 
poration of the Poor. (1870-1906). 

See also reference on page 23 of the present volume and entry for Councillor 
Charles Wills. 
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Thomas Terrett Taylor 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1863-1878 


Councillor 1859-June 1880 (St. Augustine) 
Master, Merchant Venturers: 1872- 
1873 


Occupation Goldsmith—later a sugar refiner. 
Also see further information below 


Born About 1814, son of Thomas Taylor, 
Silversmith 


Died 27th June 1880, aged 66 years, at 
Milan 
Residence: The Mythe, Stoke Bishop 


‘“History of the Merchant Venturers’’ (Latimer): pp. 251 /253: 1863 
Supporter of the Avonmouth Dock Bill: for brief summary see C. J. ‘Thomas. 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Voted for rejected amendment (28 votes to 25) to negotiate with Company 
concerning the latter’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. (For details see entry 
for Christopher Thomas). 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, 2nd February 1864 


Voted for Avonmouth company’s second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes 
to 18. In the municipal elections of November 1863 several opponents of the 
first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, were defeated. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: pp. 198/199: Council, 1st July 1872 
Voted against proposition that £100,000 be subscribed to the share capital 
of the Portishead Dock company. Proposition carried by 36 votes to 19. 


Latimer: p. 495: Council, November 1878 


Removed from Docks Committee as director of Avonmouth Dock company 
in accordance with resolution moved by Alderman Proctor Baker. 


Father of Edmund Judkin Taylor, Town Clerk of Bristol from 1900 to 1925. 
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Further notes on business activities of Councillor T. T. Taylor. 


Entered his father’s business of silversmith at No. 9, High Street and later 
No. 30, College Green. In Mathews’ Directory for 1845, the entry reads “Charles 
Taylor & Son, working jewellers and goldsmiths to his Royal Highness, Prince 
Albert’. In 1884, the business became the Goldsmiths’ Alliance. 

He developed into a man of affairs:— 


Director, United Gas Company. 

Director, City Hotel Company. 

Director, Ashton Vale Ironworks. 

Director, Bristol Steam Navigation Company. 


Proprietor of Old Market Sugar Refinery which stood to the rear of the 
site of the present Drill Hall (Western Daily Press: 29th June 1880). 


Residence (1863): Rockleaze House, Sneyd Park. 


Frederick Terrell 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 1858-1883 
Councillor 1847-1883 
j.P. 1866 
Occupation Surgeon who practised at 3 Queen 


Charlotte Street, Queen Square. 
Chairman, Bristol Gas Company 


Born About 1804 

Died 14th August 1889, aged 85 years, at 
residence, 83 Pembroke Road, 
Clifton 


Wells: p. go 
Voted in Council (March 1848) against Bill to purchase the undertaking of 
the Bristol Dock Company. 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 

Voted in Council with “fixed property party’? against appointment of special 
Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details see 
entry for Joseph Coates: amendment against appointment carried by 25 votes 
to 24). 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 
Voted for motion to oppose Company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
Motion carried by 28 votes to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher Thomas). 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, and February 1864 

Voted for amendment (lost by 35 votes to 10) to delay approval of Avon- 
mouth Company’s second Bill for Dock. In the November 1863 elections, 
several opponents of the first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, 
had been defeated. 


Wells: p. 182: Council, 19th May 1864 


One of thirteen members who signed protest against further approval of 
Company’s Bill for construction of Avonmouth Dock and who abstained from 
attending the Council meeting. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted for the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 
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Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 

Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 

See also entry in the present volume for Alderman R. Phippen and in the 
“Western Daily Press” of the 15th August 1889 
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Christopher James Thomas 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 31st August 1848-1878 
Councillor January 1845-1883 (St. Philips) 
Mayor 1874-1875 
J.P. 1854 
Occupation Soap manufacturer of Thomas, Fripp 


& Thomas and later head of 

Christopher Thomas & Bros. Ltd. 

of Broad Plain, St. Philips 
Residence: (1848) Ashley Lodge, 


Ashley Hill 
Born About 1808 
Died 2nd January 1894, aged 86 years, at 


Drayton Lodge, 31 Durdham Park 


Wells: p. 88: Council, 25th October 1847 
Voted for purchase of the undertaking of the Bristol Dock Company. 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 


Voted in Council against “fixed property party’ and for appointment of 
special Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers 
and the Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details 
see entry for Joseph Coates: Motion for special Committee lost by 25 votes to 24). 


“History of the Merchant Venturers’’ (Latimer): pp. 251 /253 


In autumn 1861, Mr. P. W. Miles, Mr. Robert Bright, Mr. C. J. Thomas 
and a few other prominent citizens produced prospectus of the Port Railway and 
Pier Co. to lay a railway from Hotwells to Avonmouth with pier opposite Dun- 
ball Island for passenger steamers. Act obtained in 1862. In 1863 the promoters 
supported by Mr. T. T. Taylor (Docks Committee, 1863-1878, Con.) sought 
Bill for a dock at Avonmouth. “Fixed property party’ led by Alderman Ford 
(Docks Committee, 1856-1877, Con.) induced Corporation to oppose (by 28 
votes to 25) and Bill was thrown out. But ratepayers at subsequent election 
favoured an Avonmouth Docks and a Bill to that effect was later obtained. 
Great financial panic of 1866 prevented Avonmouth Dock promoters making 
progress for many years. Avonmouth Dock eventually opened in February 1877. 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Voted for rejected amendment (28 votes to 25) to negotiate with Company 
concerning the latter’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
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Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, 2nd February 1864 


Seconded resolution in favour of Avonmouth Company’s second Bill for Dock. 
Carried by 33 votes to 18. In the municipal elections of November 1863 several 
opponents of the first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, were 
defeated. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Latimer: p. 495: Council, November 1878 


Removed from Docks Committee as director of Avonmouth Dock company 
as result of resolution moved by Alderman Proctor Baker. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, rst Series (1907): p. 73 


CHRISTOPHER THOMAS was for many years an active man in local public affairs 
as a town councillor, alderman, one of the Charity Trustees, and a leader of the 
Liberal party in politics. In business he was the head of the firm now known as 
Christopher Thomas & Bros., Ltd., and was looked upon as a shrewd man of 
business, possessed of much energy and commonsense. He was a magistrate, 
and served in the office of President of the Anchor Society, and as long as health 
permitted devoted much time to the various matters in which he was interested. 
One of his brothers (a partner), the late Herbert Thomas, was an active worker 
in philanthropic movements, and also a magistrate. Both these gentlemen were 
highly respected and esteemed by their friends and the public in general, and 
lived quiet, unobtrusive lives, as good citizens. 

Mr. Christopher Thomas was rather below middle height, with profuse grey 
hair and whiskers, remarkably bright eyes, and a quick, alert manner about 
him, which conveyed the idea of great brightness and intelligence. 

C. T. fell into bad health some years before his death, causing his retirement 
from public life, but his brother lived to a great age, surviving him by many 
years. Both were generally regretted amongst their colleagues on the Bench and 
elsewhere. 
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George Thomas 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 31st August 1848-1852 





Deputy 
Chairman November 1848-1852 

Councillor 1835-1852 (Redcliff) 

Occupation Provision merchant. He was the head 
of the firm of Thomas and Com- 
pany, tea merchants, at a time 
when more money was made in the 
tea trade than at the time of his 
death. Chairman of the Bristol 
Water Works Company (1858- 
1869) 

Born About 1791] 

Died 7th December 1869, aged 78 years, at 
his residence at Brislington, near 
Bristol 

(Western Daily Press, 8th December, 
1869) 


A Quaker and a considerable benefactor. 


Wells: p 88: Council, 25th October 1847 

Voted for purchase of the undertaking of the Bristol Dock Company. 
Latimer: p. 145: 1850-1858 

Gave £6,000 towards building of Bristol General Hospital. 
Latimer: p. 408: 1863 

Became Chairman of the Leigh Woods Land Company formed to purchase 
the woods and save them from building spoliation. 
Latimer: p. 423: 1865 

Joined with other public-spirited citizens in purchasing the grove, known as 
Lovers’ Walk, Redland, to prevent spoliation by building. 
Latimer: p. 447: December 1869 

The Mayor, many members of Corporation and thousands of citizens attended 
his funeral to mark their appreciation of his many benefactions and under his 
will a further £13,000 was given to various charities. 
‘Bristol Worthies”’, 1st Series (1907): pp. 74/75 
THE writer has had the pleasure, at one time or another, of numbering amongst 
his acquaintances and friends many belonging to the Society of Friends, formerly 
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known as Quakers, but he does not call to mind one who was so thoroughly 
typical of that esteemed sect as the late George Thomas. 

Rather over medium height, with bald head, scanty silver hair and whiskers, 
white neckcloth, always dressed in black, with upturned collar to his coat, and 
wearing a broad-brimmed hat, mild and gentle in manner, slow and plain in 
speech, he quite “‘filled the bill’ as a typical Quaker. 

And he was a worthy member of his class, universally esteemed and respected 
by his numerous friends and colleagues, holding office in many public companies, 
such as the Severn & Wye Railway, Bristol Gas & Water Companies and the 
Charity Trustees, of all of which we think he was Chairman, and was credited 
with much common sense and sound judgment, shown in his several public 
positions, and in the conduct of his own extensive business as a provision mer- 
chant and wholesale grocer. 

We are not aware that he left any family when he passed away, at a good old 
age, but he left a good name and large means behind him, and his place was 
not easily filled in the city, where he was much appreciated and mourned, and 
where he had spent the best years of his good and useful life. 


William Tothill 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 31st August 1848-1855 
Councillor 1836-1839 (Redcliff) 
1840-1855 (Bedminster ) 
Occupation Manufacturer of Roman cement etc. 


at Temple Back. On marriage 
to Miss Darby he became a partner 
in the Coalbrookdale Company and 
was in the Ebbw Vale Company for 
many years 


Born About 1784 
Died 2nd December 1875, aged 91 years, at 
the Grove, Stoke Bishop, Glou- 
cestershire 
(Western Daily Press, 3rd December, 
1875) 


Came to Bristol from Staines, Middlesex. 


Wells: p. 364: 1833 
Was one of the most active promoters of the G.W.R. Company to which he 
subscribed £14,000. 


“History of G.W.R.” Vol. II, p. 207: 1845 
Director of South Devon Railway nominated by G.W.R. 


Wells: p. 88: Gouncil, 25th October 1847 


Voted for purchase of the undertaking of the Bristol Dock Company by the 
Corporation. 
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Robert Gray Tovey 


LABOUR 


Docks Member 1887-—March 1891 


Councillor 1887—March 1891 
Occupation Clothier’s cutter 
Residence: 29 Albert Street, St. Pauls 
Born About 1833 
Died 28th October 1896, aged 63 years 


Robert Gray Tovey, the first Labour Councillor, was elected for St. Pauls 
Ward in November 1887. He had narrowly missed election in November 1886 
when the voting in that ward was: 


Charles Wathen—Liberal Unionist—584 (Docks 1884-1890). 


Robert Gray Tovey—Labour —566. 

In November 1887 the voting was as follows: 
Robert Gray Tovey—Labour —418 
Edward Follwell—Liberal —392 


Henry William Carter—Conservative—369 


Albert Vincent, the Labour candidate, failed to secure election in this ward 
in 1888 and in 1889 the Liberal candidate beat him by 793 votes to 362. In 
1890, however, R. G. Tovey beat his Liberal opponent by 643 votes to 511. 


Tovey resigned in March 1891 when Heber Mardon (Docks, 1891-1893) was 
returned. Frank Sheppard, later Alderman Frank Sheppard, won the 1893 
election at St. Pauls for Labour. 


Ernest Bevin fought St. Pauls as Labour candidate in 1909 and lost to the 
Liberal, J. H. Gibbs, by 1,052 votes to 663. 
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Charles Townsend, M.P. 


LIBERAL 

Docks Member 1877-1882 
Councillor 1873-1893 (District Ward) 
Alderman 1897—November 1908 
hes 1881 
M.P. 1892-1895 (Bristol North) 

President, Chamber of Commerce, 

1875-1876 

Occupation Head of firm of Ferris and Company, 


wholesale and export druggists, 
formerly Gibbs, Ferris & Co., of 
which James Gibbs (Docks 1848- 
1850 and 1851-1853) was then 
the head 

Residence: (1877) Avenue House, 
Cotham Park 





Born 6th June 1832 at Edgbaston, the son 
of John Henry Townsend of Bristol 
Died 4th November 1908, aged 76 years 
Residence: St. Marys, Stoke Bishop 
Education At Leeds and Bristol 


Charles Townsend was the leader of those in favour of the dockisation of the 
River Avon. 


Wells: p. 230: 1880 


Appointed Chairman of the special Committee to consider dockisation. 


Wells: p. 237: Council, 25th May 1883 

Presented dockisation report and proposed its adoption, but by this time, the 
purchase of the Avonmouth and Portishead Docks was to the fore. William 
Pethick (Docks, 1874-1887) proposed an amendment that the report be received 
but that nothing be done on further engineering investigations until the two 
docks were purchased and the amendment was carried by 34 votes to 8. ‘The 
prospect of dockisation thus became remote. 


Wells: p. 315: Council, 29th July 1898 
In view of the blocking of dock extension at Avonmouth by the Great Western 
Railway who raised difficulties over the railway arrangements Alderman Proctor 
Baker brought forward a lesser scheme for developing Portishead Dock. 
Alderman Dix seconded by Alderman ‘Townsend put forward an amendment 
in favour of dockisation. ‘This was rejected by 41 votes to 21 and the Portishead 
Dock development scheme was approved. At Council on 28th September 1898 
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it was necessary to approve the application for parliamentary powers. Alderman 
Proctor Baker sarcastically referred to the ‘“‘feeble objections of the dockisers’’ 
but their votes against the Portishead scheme were sufficient to prevent the 
necessary statutory majority being obtained for Parliament powers to be sought. 


Wells: p. 329: January 1901 


Alderman Townsend though still a “dockiser’’ supported the Royal Edward 
Dock scheme at Avonmouth as the next best thing. 


Part of entry in “Bristol Worthies”’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 137/140 


When a man has passed the majority of his years in holding public offices of one 
kind and another, besides being on the Magisterial Bench, and having repre- 
sented an important city like Bristol in the House of Parliament, it naturally 
follows that his name must be included in a list of Bristol Worthies of the present 
day. Charles ‘Townsend is now, and has been for some years, practically the 
head of the firm formerly known as Gibbs & Score, and many other names since, 
but now as Ferris & Co., Ltd., probably the largest in their own line in the West 
of England. He is a man of substantial build, above middle height, wearing his 
greyish hair rather long, with slight beard only, on a rather pale, grave face. A 
Liberal in politics, and one of the leaders amongst Nonconformists in the district, 
he is a ready speaker, and has often taken part in the questions brought before 
the Town Council and elsewhere during his long connection with public life. He 
is a man who is regarded with much esteem and respect in a very large circle of 
friends in Bristol and elsewhere. 


Bristol Evening Times, 4th November 1908 
DEATH OF Mr. CHARLES TOWNSEND 


Alderman Charles ‘Townsend died to-day at his residence, Stoke Bishop, after 
a long illness. Mr. ‘Townsend was born on June 6th, 1832. His father was Mr. 
John Henry Townsend, an old Bristolian who for many years was a deacon at 
Broadmead Baptist Chapel and superintendent of the Sunday School in connec- 
tion with that place of worship. Mr. Townsend was educated at Leeds and 
Bristol, receiving a sound business training, and he became the senior partner in 
the well-known firm of Ferris & Co., wholesale and export druggists, of Union 
Street, Bristol, in which concern his father was also for a long time a partner. Mr. 
Townsend himself had for many years the management of the wholesale and 
export department, previous to which he had represented the firm as a traveller 
over the whole of the West of England and South Wales. He resigned on entering 
Parliament in 1892. In 1859 Mr. Townsend married Anna Maria, daughter of 
Mr. Adam Holden, sugar refiner, whose business premises originally stood on 
the site of Finzel’s great refinery at Counterslip, which was built in 1846 at a 
cost of some £250,000. 


1713 


At one time he was a strong advocate of the dockisation of the River Avon, 
and obtained the appointment of a special committee of the Council to consider 
the whole question. Over this committee he presided. This was in 1880, and the 
subsequent report was favourable to dockisation, but it was negatived by a 
majority of the Council. 

Standing for Bristol North at the General Election of 1892, as a Gladstonian 
Liberal, Mr. Townsend defeated the Liberal Unionist candidate, Mr. Lewis Fry. 
In 1895 the tables were turned, 4,702 votes being recorded for Mr. Fry and 
4,464 for Mr. Townsend. Although a personal friend of Mr. Lewis Fry, Mr. 
Townsend had been separated from him in 1886 upon the Home Rule question, 
and was asked to stand against him. At that time, he declined to do so, but after 
the General Election consented to come forward as the Liberal candidate upon 
a subsequent occasion, and did so, as stated, in 1892. For years before his election 
to Parliament he was the local leader of the Liberal Party, and frequently pre- 
sided over and spoke at important Bristol meetings. 


‘‘Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”, Vol. I, p. 60. Further details. 
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Henry William Twiggs 


Chairman 
Councillor 


Alderman 
Lord Mayor 
j.P. 
Occupation 


Born 





Died 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1890-1896: 1900—November 1929 


1908—November 1924 


1890-1896 (Redcliff) 
9th April 1900-8th December 1908 
(St. Pauls) 


8th December 1908—November 1929 
1918 
1902 


Perambulator manufacturer, 65 
Victoria Street 

Residence: (1890) 2 Rosemont, Nine- 
tree Hill, Cotham 


29nd December 1855 in Bristol. His 
father’s family were Devonians and 
his mother was Welsh 


14th January 1932, aged 76 years, at 
Woodstock Road, Redland 


Young Mr. Twiggs was 22 years of age when in 1878 he went into business 
on his own account. (Western Daily Press, 15th January 1932). In 1890, he had a 
second shop at No. 1 Stokes Croft and works in Philadelphia Street. 

The achievements of Alderman Twiggs in the interests of the Docks Committee 
lie in the twentieth century and a further entry for him will be included in the 


second index of Dock members. 


See also references at pages 20 and 31 of the present volume. 
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John Vining 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 31st August 1848-1858 


Councillor Contested Clifton unsuccessfully in 
1835 
Alderman 1835-1859 
Mayor 1855-1856 and 1856-1857 
j.P. 1856 
President, Chamber of Commerce, 
1842-1845 
Occupation Sugar trade 
Residence: (1848) 3 Richmond Hill, 
Clifton 
Born About 1785 
Died 26th September 1866, aged 81 years, 


at Weston-super-Mare 


Western Daily Press, 28th September 1868 
Alderman Vining was a partner with Barnard in the Sugar-house, at the Stone 
Bridge, destroyed by fire in 1859. He acquired a handsome fortune by commerce. 


Wells: p. 364: 1833 
Subscribed £11,500 to Great Western Railway Company. 


‘Records of Bristol Ships, 1800-1838” Grahame Farr 

Page 199, S.S. ““Great Western’’. Built at Bristol, 1837. Owners: John Harford, 
Joseph Cookson and John Vining, esquires, Bristol, trustees of the Joint Stock 
Company called The Great Western Steamship Company. 


Wells: p. 72: 1839 

Signed report as one of the representatives of the Bristol Corporation on the 
Joint Committee (with the Merchant Venturers, the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Great Western Steamship Company) requesting the Bristol Dock Com- 
pany to carry out port improvements. 


Wells: p. 87: Council, 25th October 1847 

Proposed resolution for the purchase of the undertaking of the Bristol Dock 
Company. It is interesting to note that the resolution, carried by 42 votes to 4, was 
seconded by Henry Overton Wills, Liberal councillor for St. Pauls, who with 
William Day Wills, also Liberal councillor for St. Pauls, founded Bristol’s 
famous tobacco firm, W. D. & H. O. Wills of Bedminster. Both represented the 
ward for some fifteen years, both were J.P.’s and both though nominated for 
aldermen were not appointed. 
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Harman Visger 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 3lst August 1848-1856 
Councillor 1836-1839 (Bristol Ward) 
1842-1860 (St. Philips Ward) 
Occupation Manufacturer of vegetable dyes. Head 


of Visger and Miller, merchants 
and orchill and cudbear manu- 
facturers at River Street, near 
Froom Bridge. Prussian vice consul 
Residence: (1848) Eastfield, West- 


bury-on-Trym 

Born About 1801: his father was believed 
to be a citizen of the United States 
of America 

Died 4th January, 1867, aged 65 years, of 


apoplexy at his residence at Fren- 
chay, near Bristol 


Latimer: p. 195: 1833 

With other prominent Liberals, Harman Visger laid the complaints of the 
citizens of Bristol against the unreformed Corporation before the Commissioners 
enquiring into local government. 


‘Thirty letters on the Trade of Bristol” by a Burgess (1834). 

The author of these letters attacking the unreformed Bristol Corporation and 
the Bristol Dock Company was John Barnett Kington, barrister-at-law: Mr. 
Harman Visger supplied the tables and port information attached to this pub- 
lication. The Port Authority’s copy of ‘“Thirty Letters” has a manuscript letter 
asking for the news of Kington’s death to be broken to his mother. 


Latimer: p. 309: Council, 1st January 1849 
Proposed resolution carried unanimously for the abolition of ‘Town dues 
amounting to only £227 on 325 out of 350 scheduled articles. 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 

Voted in Council against “‘fixed property party” and for appointment of 
special Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers 
and the Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details 
see entry for Joseph Coates: Motion for special Committee lost by 25 votes to 
24). 
Times and Mirror: 5th January 1867 

Harman Visger held the lucrative post of Treasurer of the County Court, 
Bristol from the establishment of the Court in 1847. This appointment came 
from the Liberal Government in recognition of party services in Bristol. At his 
death he had retired from the post for a year on pension. 
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Charles Wait 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1853-1854 
Councillor May 1844-1854 (Clifton Ward) 
Occupation Rope and sailcloth manufacturer and 
ship agent, Wapping 
Residence: 1 Clifton Wood Villas, 
Clifton Wood 
Born About 1793 


Died 25th August 1868, aged 75 years 


Wells: p. 58: Council, 25th October 1847 
Voted in favour of purchase of the undertaking of the Bristol Dock Company 
by the Corporation. 


Hamilton Wilfred Killigrew Wait 


CONSERVATIVE 





Docks Member 1895-1908 


Councillor 1893-1906 (Bristol) 
1906-1908 (Central East) 
Occupation Corn merchant, Welsh Back 
Residence: 1895, 13 The Paragon, 
Clifton 
Born About 1865 at Clifton 
Died 24th August 1947, aged 82 years, at 


6 Hermitage Road, Bath. Lived 

away from Bristol for many years 

and late of Brimpsfield, Glos. 
(Western Daily Press, 28th August, 


1947) 
Education Winchester College (1878-1883) 
Trinity College, Oxford, B.A. (1886) 
M.A. (1890) 


Son of W. K. Wait, Mayor, 1869-1870. (Docks, 1870-1885). 


Mr. R. H. Jones (General Manager 1932-1945) confirmed that H. W. K. Wait 
was the third and last of the Waits in the old and substantial grain trading firm 
of Wait & James. 


William Killigrew Wait, born 1797, died 1852. 
Original partner in Wait and James, corn merchants, 32 Welsh Back, Bristol. 


Common Councillor 1834 
Sheriff 1835 
His son was William Killigrew Wait, born 1826, died 1go2. 


Docks member, 1870-1885 
Mayor of Bristol 
M.P. for Gloucester. 


His son was Hamilton Wilfred Killigrew Wait who went bankrupt in 1926 
with the result that the long-established firm of Wait and James at last 
closed down. One of the great interests of Mr. H. W. K. Wait was hunting. 


Bristol and the Great War: (1920) 
In February, 1915, Major H. W. K. Wait was transferred by the War Office 
from the command of a field battery in the rgth Division to assist in recruiting 
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in Bristol and was next sent to command the 127th Heavy Battery which fought 
in France until the end of the war. 


Part of entry in ““Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898’’, Vol. I, p. 73 


H. W. K. Warr was the son of William Killigrew Wait, Mayor of Bristol 1869-70. 
Born at Clifton; educated at Winchester College, (1878-1883), and Trinity Col- 
lege, Oxford; B.A., 1886; M.A., 1890; holds a Captain’s commission in the 
Gloucestershire Artillery Volunteers, who won the Prince of Wales’ prize at 
Shoeburyness while under his command; entered the Bristol City Council in 
1893, and though not taking a prominent part as a debater, is a very active 
worker in committee. 
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William Killigrew Wait 


CONSERVATIVE 


Docks Member 1870-1885 


Councillor February 1867-1885 (Bristol Ward) 
Alderman 1886—-May 1891 

Mayor 1869-1870 

j.P. 1871-1881 

M.P. 1873-1880, for Gloucester 
Occupation Grain merchant at the Granary, 


Welsh Back; also at Gloucester 

Residence: (1870) 2 Worcester Villas, 
Clifton Park, later at St. Vincents 
Hall, Clifton Park 





Born 2\lst December 1826, at Cote, son of 
Alderman W. K. Wait, grain mer- 
chant 

Died December, 1902, aged 76 years 

Education Bristol College, Park Row 


Wells: pp. 198/199: Council, ist July 1872 
Voted against proposition that £100,000 be subscribed to the share capital of 
the Portishead Dock company. Proposition carried by 36 votes to 19. 


‘Buildings of North Somerset and Bristol’, Nikolaus Pevsner. 


Page 431: The granary, Welsh Back to Queen Charlotte Street, was erected 
for W. K. Wait, the subject of these notes, and is described as follows: 

‘“‘“A massive, indeterminately Gothic old brick warehouse with Italian battle- 
ments. It is by Ponton and Gough, 1869 and was built as a granary’’. 

The query at once arises as to why a granary was not built on the quay at the 
Welsh Back and if not on the quay why on a site separated from the quay by a 
public highway. 

The quay was of course one of the old City quays and to this day, with the 
exception of the National Dock Labour Board premises and the River Police 
Station, there are no buildings on the three lengths of ancient City quayage 
other than buildings in Port ownership. 

In 1869 large numbers of small trows and sailing ships brought bag grain 
coastwise to the city quays. ‘The bags were hoisted on deck or on to quay and 
carried to the granary to be hoisted up one at a time. This impressive building 
was becoming obsolete from the day it was erected as Proctor Baker was to show 
within fifteen years when he built his equally monolithic Floor Granary on the 
waterside at Redcliff almost immediately across the water from Wait’s Granary. 
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The Princes Wharf Granary erected by the Docks Committee at a cost of 
£58,000 trumped both the other granaries when it was opened on the 18th 
September 1888. A massive building, larger than the other two granaries put 
together, it dominated the view from the City down St. Augustine’s Reach. It 
could not only take alongside steamers carrying thousands of tons of grain but 
had machinery capable of raising 40 tons of grain per hour. Last up, it was first 
down—in the German air raid of the 3rd /4th January 1941 with 8,000 tons of 
grain stored there. The Granary on the Welsh Back, one of the most impressive 
and depressive buildings in Bristol remains as a landmark to W. K. Wait even 
as the Redcliff granary remains a reminder of Alderman Proctor Baker. 

W. K. Wait was a benefactor to the Children’s Hospital. The north porch of 
Bristol Cathedral was built at his cost. A devout churchman he had the courage 
to hold advanced views. In 1873, the committee of the Children’s Hospital ap- 
pointed Dr. Eliza Walker as house surgeon. The remainder of the medical staff 
secured her resignation by resigning in a body. In a letter to a public meeting 
Mr. Wait declared this action had converted him to the principle of female 
suffrage. 


‘‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 142 /3 


WitiiaM KILLicREw Wait—a good-looking man of over medium height, with 
curly hair, beard and moustache of dark brown hue, and invariably wearing 
glasses of some kind—married Miss Perrin, an Irish lady, and lived for many 
years in Cornwallis Grove, but all the latter part of his life at St. Vincent’s, 
Clifton Park. 

He was long in the Bristol town Council, served the office of Mayor in a 
highly creditable manner, and was for some time one of the representatives of 
Gloucester in the House of Gommons. He was a cultivated, well-informed man, 
a good speaker and a genial, pleasant companion, with no nonsense about him, 
and enjoyed considerable popularity with all classes. He was the head of the 
firm carrying on a large business in the corn trade at Bristol and Gloucester 
known as Wait & James, but his many other engagements prevented his devoting 
much time to office work. 

A breakdown in health when still in the prime of life, necessitated his retire- 
ment from all kinds of business, but he retained the regard and esteem of a large 
circle of friends, to whom his many charming qualities had endeared him. One 
of his sons, with much the same name as his own, succeeded to his position in 
his firm, and one of his daughters is well-known as being interested in philan- 
thropic affairs in the district. He died in December, 1902, aged 76, leaving a 
widow and several children. 
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James Cresswell Wall 
CONSERVATIVE 
Docks Member 1876-1885 


Councillor 1866-1869 (Bristol) 

Alderman May 1876-1895 

j.P. 1878 

Occupation Haulier and railway carrier, 25-27 


Redcliff Street. General Manager, 
Bristol and Exeter Railway 

Born About 1824, eldest son of James Wall 
of Worcester who carried on a large 
business as a carrier by water 


Died 2\1st February 1897, aged 73 years 





Latimer: p. 400: Subscribed £1,000 to Portishead Pier and Railway scheme. 


‘History of the Great Western Railway”, MacDermot, Vol. II, pp. 97, 98, 153, 
158, 171, 180, 187, 188, 246. 

Before 1850, J. G. Wall had been a traffic canvasser for certain canals in the 
Midlands, first at Newport, then at Bristol where his energy brought him to the 
notice of some of the directors of the Bristol and Exeter Railway Co. 

1850—J. GC. Wall (aged 25) appointed Traffic Superintendent to Bristol & 
Exeter Railway Co. 

ist January 1855—Left service of Bristol and Exeter Railway Co. to become 
its Agent for collection and delivery of goods and parcels and the general man- 
agement of the goods traffic, including the provision of clerks and porters and 
responsibility for claims, on commission under a contract. 

ist January 1870—Rejoined Bristol & Exeter Railway as General Traffic 
Manager, retaining agency and commission, a somewhat peculiar arrangement 
which seems to have been satisfactory to G.W.R. 

May-—August 1875—-Negotiated for Bristol & Exeter Railway with G.W.R. 
representative for purchase of Somerset & Dorset Railway. Asked South Western 
Railway to join in purchase but the S.W. after asking for time to consider, 
secretly approached Midland Railway who joined with S.W. in acquiring the 
5S. & D., a transaction which the G.W.R. and B. & E. Railway considered a 
breach of good faith. 

Ist January 1876—G.W.R. took over Bristol & Exeter Railway. J. C. Wall, 
then General Manager of B. & E. Railway, did not join G.W.R. but retained 
his Goods and Parcel Agency in West of England for many years and built up 
a large horse-drawn haulage business. 
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Wells: p. 192 
Subscribed £1,000 to Portishead Dock scheme. 


Wells: p. 258: Council, 5th February 1884 


Appointed on Committee to assist the Mayor, J. D. Weston, in negotiations 
for purchase of the outer docks. 


Western Daily Press, 22nd February 1897: Obituary. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): pp. 143 /4 


JAMES CRESSWELL WALL came to Bristol in the first instance, we think, as one of 
the clerical staff of the then Bristol and Exeter Railway Company, of which by 
his ability and energy, he afterwards became the general manager, and so con- 
tinued until it became merged in the Great Western Railway Company, of 
which he was afterwards the traffic manager, at any rate of its routes west of 
Bristol. 

In appearance he was about middle height, with a round, intelligent face, and 
smart, alert manner, very keen in business matters, and lived for many years at 
Redland Lodge, Durdham Down, with a family, of whom two of the sons 
entered the legal profession, and he had besides several daughters. He went in 
for shooting as a recreation, and his luncheon and dinner parties were considered 
models of their kind. He was either an excellent judge of horseflesh, or had cap- 
able advisers, as of the large number in his possession, there were many fit for 
the keenest competition in their own classes, and at the Spring Horse Parades, 
then annually held in the district, evoked great admiration. He was a most 
genial, agreeable man in company, with a cheery, jovial manner, and was uni- 
versally popular with a large circle of friends, by whom his death, well on in 
years, was deeply lamented. He was long an Alderman, and had served as 
president of the Grateful Society, but had not much leisure for public work in a 
general way. 
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Algernon William Warren 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1866-1871 


Councillor 1858-1861. August 1863-1871 (Red- 
cliff) 1880-April 1883 
j.P. 1875 


Occupation Wholesale druggist: A. & J. Warren, 
24 Redcliff Street 

Residence: (1866) 5 Great George 
Street, Park Street 


Born About 1821 
Died 15th April 1883, aged 62 years, at 


Lanesfield, Downside Road, Clifton 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, 2nd February 1864 

Voted for Avonmouth Company’s second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes 
to 18. In the municipal elections of November 1863 several opponents of the first 
Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, were defeated. 


Wells: p. 244: November 1881 

One of 83 Bristol merchants backing Bill to create a Docks and Harbour 
Board to take over the three separate Docks and to be elected from and by payers 
of dock rates. The Parliamentary Bill was opposed by the Corporation and was 
rejected by the Select Committee. 


Wells: p. 24.7: March 1882 


Gave evidence for Dock & Harbour Trust Bill which Select Conimittee re- 
jected. 


Sir Charles Wathen 


LIBERAL UNIONIST 


Docks Member 1884-1890 


Deputy 
Chairman 1887-1888 
Councillor 1877-1888 
Alderman 1888—February 1893 
Mayor 1884—1885: 1885-1886 
j-P. 1887 
Occupation Clothing manufacturer, principal of 
Wathen, Gardner & Co. 
Residence: Ashley House, Ashley 
Down 
Born About 1833, probably at or near 
Stroud 
Died In Council Chamber, 14th February 


1893, aged 60 years. 


Charles Wills, the Docks Deputy Chairman, was sitting next to Sir Charles 
and prevented him falling at the onset of his fatal attack. Medical attention was 
unavailing and Sir Charles died within a short space of time. Lady Wathen was 
then brought to the Council House as quickly as possible, but by the time she 
reached the entrance hall of the Council House in Corn Street the full news had 
not been broken to her. The old Council Ghamber in 1893 was on the ground 
floor a few steps from the entrance hall. Lady Wathen ran impetuously into the 
Council Chamber. The body of Sir Charles was lying on the floor of the Chamber 
where he had collapsed and this was the first intimation to her of the full measure 
of her loss. 


Western Daily Press: 15th February 1893 


Charles Wathen’s father owned Paul Wathen’s Mill at Stroud and when 
business there ceased came to Bristol. 


See also entry for Councillor R. G. Tovey in the present volume. 


“Bristol Worthies”’, 1st Series (1907): pp. 76/77 


SiR CHARLES WATHEN was, as he would have been the first to admit, for he was 
a man without any nonsense about him, essentially a self-made man, with an 
overpowering love of work, which may be gathered from his own statement that 
when he was the practical head of two important houses of business—one in 
Bristol and the other in London,—in order to give the whole of each working 
day to their conduct, he used each week to spend three days in each, and travel 
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by night, thereby spending three nights in the train each week. He was a very 
live member of the Town Council from the first time he was elected, and served 
the office of Mayor for six years, and was most generous in his entertainments 
during his years of office. There is every reason to believe that the energy with 
which he threw himself into every matter in which he took part, and the amount 
of work he accomplished in one way and another, had much to do with the 
apoplectic seizure which carried him off, within the precincts of the Council 
House, where he had laboured for so many years, and practically in the presence 
of many of his most intimate friends and colleagues. He was one of those men 
who by force of will and character, combined with indomitable energy and great 
natural ability, made his way into the foremost rank, and took more pleasure in 
overcoming obstacles than in sailing in smooth waters. Sir Charles was a large 
man, of full habit, with a thick head of hair and all-round whiskers and beard, 
very active and alert, and seeming to be possessed of great bodily vigour and 
determination. He was generally respected and greatly regretted. 
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Thomas Wedmore 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1872-1877 


Councillor 1862-1877 (St. Pauls) 

j.P. 1881 

Born About 1809 

Died 5th February 1897, aged 88 years, at 


7 West Mall, Clifton, a lodging 
house kept by Thomas Ambrose, 
where in his later years he wintered 
rather than at his residence at 
Druid’s Stoke, Stoke Bishop. In 
1897 19 out of 34 houses in West 
Mall were described as “lodging 
houses”’ 


Occupation Sugar trade. Wedmore & Co., were 
wholesale provision merchants at 
Bristol Bridge 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Voted for rejected amendment (28 votes to 25) to negotiate with Company 
concerning the latter’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. (For details see entry 
for Christopher Thomas). 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Gouncil, and February 1864 

Voted for Avonmouth Company’s second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes 
to 18. In the municipal elections of November 1863 several opponents of the 
first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, were defeated. 
Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 

Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 19. 


Western Daily Press: 6th February 1897 
A member of the Society of Friends. 
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Sir Joseph Dodge Weston, M.P. 


LIBERAL 
Docks Member 1884-1886 
Councillor 1868-1892 
Mayor 1880-1884 
jE. 1875 
M.P. For South Bristol 1885-1886 
East Bristol 1890-1895 
Knighted 1886 
Occupation Ironmaster, Patent Nut and Bolt 


Company. Chairman, Great Wes- 
tern Cotton Works, Barton Hill, 
Bristol. One of the founders of 
Bristol Wagon & (Carriage 
Company, Lawrence Hill 





Born In 1822 at Kingsdown, Bristol 

Died Sth March 1895, aged 72, at Dorset 
House, Clifton Down 

Education Privately 


After a private education, he entered at Gambridge, but was soon recalled 
because of family deaths to join his father’s business of iron and hardware mer- 
chant in Redcliff Hill. The family were also shipowners. 


Latimer: p. 400 
Subscribed £2,500 to Portishead Pier and Railway scheme. 


Wells: p. 192: July, 1871 
Subscribed £2,500 to the Portishead Dock scheme. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: p. 198: Council, 1st July 1872 
Voted in favour of £100,000 being subscribed to the share capital of the 
Portishead Dock company. Carried by 36 votes to 109. 


Wells: p. 245: Council, February 1882 


As Mayor he opposed Harbour Board petition and said the Docks should be 
under the control of the ratepayers. 
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1882-1884: While Mayor he successfully negotiated first, a modification of the 
competition between the three docks and then, the transfer of the outer docks to 
the Corporation. For this, on the 21st October, 1884 a banquet was held in his 
honour at the Grand Hotel and he was presented with a large silver bowl. 


Western Daily Press: 6th March 1895 


Extensive obituary which mentions that the family ships entered the Australian 
trade for emigrants in the Gold Rush of 1853. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 1st Series (1907): pp. 78/79 


Sir JosEPpH DopcEe Weston for many years carried on an extensive business as 
an iron merchant, and was on the directorate of several important public com- 
panies, was a rather slight man, above medium height, wearing beard and 
moustache, and married, rather late in life, the youngest daughter of the late 
Charles Beloe, with whom he lived in Litfield Place, Clifton. 

He served the office of Mayor for several years with great ability, and was a 
generous entertainer during his terms of service. Was for many years in the Town 
Council and on the Bench of Magistrates, and represented Bristol East as M.P. 
for that division. 

He was a shrewd man of business, and made many fortunate speculations in 
land, at Clifton and elsewhere, in which he was advised by the late Josiah 
Thomas, who acted as his agent in most of his transactions. A Liberal in politics, 
he was moderate and unobtrusive in manner, affable and courteous in bearing, 
and enjoyed the respect and esteem of a large circle of friends in and out of 
business concerns, and filled a number of public offices with tact and ability. 
His death, about the allotted age of man, caused widespread regret; his widow 
survived him, but without family, and his nephew, Mr. J. Weston Stephens, 
succeeded to his business, in which his brother-in-law had long been associated 
with him. When Mayor, his sister, Mrs. Yate Stevens acted as Lady Mayoress, 
as he was then unmarried. 
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John Wetherman (junior) 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1855-1877 


Councillor 1849-1852 (St. Michaels): 1854— 
Oct. 1877 
Occupation Dealer in wines, spirits and beers at 


17 Small Street and 13 King Street, 
Queen Square 


Born About 1806. Early life spent on sugar 
estate in West Indies 
Residence: (1855) Stapleton Court, 
Stapleton 
Died 14th October 1877, aged 71 years, at 


the Grange, T’yndall’s Park, Clifton 


Bristol Times @ Mirror: 15th October 1877 


At his death he had recently retired after conducting Messrs. Guinness’s busi- 
ness in the South and West of England for forty years with immense success. 


Wells: pp. 122/123: 7th October 1858 


Voted in Council with “‘fixed property party’? against appointment of special 
Committee to consider with representatives of the Merchant Venturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce the provision of rivermouth docks. (For details see entry 
for Joseph Coates: amendment against appointment carried by 25 votes to 24). 


Wells: pp. 168/171: Council, 6th January 1863 


Voted for motion to oppose Company’s Bill to construct Avonmouth Dock. 
Motion carried by 28 votes to 25. (For details see entry for Christopher Thomas). 


Wells: pp. 173/176: Council, 2nd February 1864 


Voted for Avonmouth company’s second Bill for Dock. Carried by 33 votes 
to 18. In the municipal elections of November 1863 several opponents of the 
first Bill rejected by 28 votes to 25 in January 1863, were defeated. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted for the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to sub- 
scribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the limits 
of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


1g! 


Mark Whitwill 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1871-1878: 1884-1891 


Councillor 1870-1891 (St. Philips) 
j.P. 1875 
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, 
1857-1858 


Occupation Shipowner and shipbroker. In 1846 
joined the business of his father, 
Mark Whitwill. This business had 
been established in 1831 
Residence: (1871) Devonshire Villa, 
31 Cotham New Road 





Born In 1826 at Scarborough, Yorkshire 
Died 6th August, 1903 suddenly in London 

Residence: | Berkeley Square, Clifton 
Education At private schools 


The Whitwill family can claim a direct and unbroken male line of five Mark 
Whitwills, shipowners and shipbrokers at the Port of Bristol from 1829. 

The ship’s register of the “Rhoda’’, 220 tons, brig. rig built at Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia in 1828 was entered at Bristol on the 18th April, 1829. (Records of 
Bristol Ships, 1800 to 1838, Grahame Farr: p. 154). The register shows that 
Messrs. Protheroe and Brown, merchants of Bristol, held 43 shares and Mark 
Whitwill, master mariner of Bristol, 21 shares. The 21 shares were sold to George 
Taylor, spirits merchant, of Bristol, on the 31st March 1832. This Mark Whitwill 
was the father of Mark Whitwill, member of the Docks Committee from 1871 to 
1878 and from 1884 to 1891. 

The first Mark Whitwill, the master mariner, came from Scarborough in 
Yorkshire where his family belonged. He went to sea as a cabin boy when eleven 
years old and was wrecked in the Baltic. At eighteen years of age he was press- 
ganged, escaped, was press-ganged again at nineteen and went on the frigate 
‘“Astria”’ to the East Indies. Then followed many years and many adventures at 
sea from which he retired in 1830. That year he decided to settle in Bristol and 
his young son, Mark Whitwill, born in 1826 at Scarborough was brought to 
Bristol. 

In 1831, the present shipping business began and in 1836 Mark Whitwill 
introduced the era of the steam tug to Bristol by bringing his little steam tug 
“Fury” from Newcastle. Up to this time sailing ships had been worked up and 
down the river by men towing in a number of rowing boats according to the size 
of ship, with or without the aid of horses upon the towpaths. ‘The towing men of 
Pill rioted at this innovation which they could see would reduce their scanty 
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living. Upon a night in February, 1836, the “Fury” was boarded in Kingroad 
by thirty men, some with firearms, and the crew of the ‘‘Fury”’ were set adrift in 
a rowing boat. Mr. Mark Whitwill was fired at when he remonstrated with the 
rioters who attempted to scuttle the tug, but finally set her adrift. The tug was 
recovered next day. ‘The rioters went unpunished although the military were 
sent after them. The tug resumed service and the success of this method gradu- 
ally brought about the end of the age-old method of bringing sailing vessles up 
and down the river. Robert Louis Stevenson’s Captain Smollett and his drunken 
mate, Mr. Arrow, accomplished a remarkable feat of navigation in taking that 
sweet schooner of two hundred tons the “Hispaniola’’? outward bound for 
‘Treasure Island” down the Avon Gorge under sail; a procedure nearly as 
hazardous as the anchoring of the ‘“‘Hispaniola’”’ ‘‘some way out’’ in the ancient 
tidal harbour which twice daily sank to a muddy stream before the dock works 
of the 1803 Act. 


Happy are those who read brave tales while young 
Before stern Truth has chance to use her tongue. 
W.G.N. 


The “Fury” had escaped violence, but ended in violence—on the a2ist 
September, 1859 when she was destroyed by the explosion of her boiler in King- 
road the anchorage between Avonmouth and Portishead. 

The “Dorchester’’, 417 tons, barque rig, built at Quebec in 1832, was registered 
at Bristol on the 27th March 1838 with Mark Whitwill, shipowner, 16 shares, 
George Whitwill, shipowner, 16 shares and with two other Bristolians with 16 
shares each. The ship was engaged on the Quebec-Bristol run, was stranded near 
Laugharne in July, 1839 and in August, 1839 while in tow of two steam tugs 
became a total wreck in Mill Bay on the Welsh coast (Farr, p. 205). 

In February, 1854 the register of the steamer ‘‘Phoenix”’ gives the name of 

Mark Whitwill as one of the trustees of the Bristol General Steam Navigation 
Company. 
_ The first Mark Whitwill, shipowner, shipbroker, had died in 1857 and Mark 
Whitwill, his only son, 31 years of age, succeeded him. It is this second Mark 
Whitwill who was to be a member of the Docks Committee from 1871 to 1878 
and again from 1884-1891. He soon showed himself to be of progressive mind. 
In the first year of his succession to his father’s business he interviewed I. K. 
Brunel, the designer of the mammoth steamer “‘Great Eastern”, and the Secre- 
tary of the Company building the ship, in order to induce them to base the ship 
upon the Port of Bristol. The “Great Eastern” interests inspected Kingroad, but 
decided that even if a pier were constructed, the ship should lie in a dock. Mark 
Whitwill was the prime mover in getting the Chamber of Commerce to recom- 
mend dockising the whole river with entrance locks at ‘Avon’s Mouth’, 
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In 1858 the Chamber of Commerce (with Mark Whitwill as Chairman) and 
the Society of Merchant Venturers asked the City Council to appoint a Gom- 
mittee to confer with the Chamber and the Society’s representatives regarding 
the provision of accommodation for larger ships by dockising the River Avon at 
its mouth. The City Council refused by 25 votes to 24 at the instance of the 
“fixed property party’ (see entry for Joseph Coates). In the November 1858 
elections the Chamber sponsored several candidates in favour of dock extension 
including Mark Whitwill who put up for the important Bristol Ward. Mr. 
Whitwill then a Conservative but later to become a Liberal (Beaven, p. 3) was 
a late nomination and was unsuccessful both in 1858 and 1860. It was not until 
1870 that he entered the City Council as a Liberal for St. Philips. 

Early in 1864 when the Bill promoted by the Bristol Port Railway and Pier 
Company for the building of the Avonmouth Dock was issued, Mark Whitwill 
was given as one of the first subscribers (Wells, p. 173). Latimer states (p. 399) 
that Mark Whitwill became a director of the Bristol Port and Channel Dock 
Company (the Avonmouth Dock proprietors) in 1868. 

Both the Company constructing the Avonmouth Dock and the Company con- 
structing Portishead Dock took powers in their Acts for the Bristol Corporation 
to subscribe to their share capitals. ‘The question whether such a subscription 
should be made and to which company caused great controversy in the City and 
was considered by the City Council of which Mark Whitwill was now a member, 
at two meetings. It was not considered a contribution would be made to both 
companies. On the 18th June 1872 the principle of a capital contribution was 
considered. Mark Whitwill voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient 
for the Corporation to subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portis- 
head) beyond the limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. On 
the 1st July 1872 the proposition to appoint a Committee to consider a sub- 
scription to the Avonmouth Dock undertaking was lost on an adverse amend- 
ment which was carried. The next proposition that the Corporation should take 
shares to the value of £100,000 in the Portishead company was somewhat to 
public surprise carried. Mr. Whitwill voted against the proposition which was 
carried by 36 votes to 19. 

Mark Whitwill like W. K. Wait was one of the moving spirits in the develop- 
ment of the Children’s Hospital on St. Michael’s Hill. 

After the transfer of the s.s. “Great Western” from Bristol to the Liverpool- 
America run in the 1840’s the regular Atlantic traffic of Bristol was carried in 
sailing ships. On the rst July 1871 Messrs. Mark Whitwill and Son established a 
regular service of steamers between Bristol and New York with the iron screw 
steamer “‘Arragon”’ of 1,317 tons gross with a first cargo of about 1,000 tons of 
general goods and 44 passengers. ‘The ship returned to Bristol on the 11th August. 
Later a new s.s. ““Great Western” was brought on to the service and in 1881 
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the Great Western Steamship Company was formed with a capital of £300,000. 
Later the Company had several ships of gross tonnages between 1,800 and 2,700 
tons but to be profitable the Atlantic trade required much larger ships and in 
1895 the Company was wound up. 

In November 1878 the City Council resolved on the proposition of Alderman 
Proctor Baker, always a powerful advocate of the development of the City Docks 
in preference to rivermouth schemes, that no director of either the Avonmouth 
or the Portishead Dock company should sit on the Docks Gommittee. Four Avon- 
mouth directors thus lost their seats on the Docks Committee, namely, Charles 
Nash, Christopher Thomas, T. T. Taylor and Mark Whitwill, who remained a 
City Councillor from 1870 until 1891 and returned to the Docks Committee in 
1884 after the purchase of the Avonmouth and Portishead Docks by the Cor- 
poration. 

Before his return to the Docks Committee in 1884, Mr. Mark Whitwill gave 
evidence in March 1882 in favour of the Docks and Harbour Board Bill to take 
over the three separate docks with a board to be elected from and by payers of 
dock rates. The Bill was rejected by a Committee of the House of Lords. 

In July 1893, Mr. Mark Whitwill was still pressing for dockisation through 
the Chamber of Commerce. He was, and remained, a dockiser and his support 
for Avonmouth Dock schemes from 1863 and through successive decades to the 
century end was the support of a progressive for what he believed to be the next 
best thing to dockisation. At his death in 1903, he left one son, Major Mark 
Whitwill (Docks, 1906-1921). 

The continuity in a family business from 1831 to 1967 of five men of identical 
name in direct male line is so unusual at this Port or elsewhere that it would be 
worse than remiss not to add a brief note on the third, fourth and fifth Mark 
Whitwills. 

Major Mark Whitwill, son of the second Mark Whitwill, was born at Bristol 
in 1858 and educated at Mill Hill School, London. He entered the family business 
in 1875 and became a partner in 1883. He became President of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce for the year 1896-1897. He rose to the rank of Major in 
the Gloucestershire Volunteer Artillery and received the long service medal for 
twenty years’ service therein. He died on the 5th December, 1921. 

Colonel Mark Whitwill, the son of Major Whitwill, was born on the 17th 
June 1889, and educated at Clifton College and at University College, Oxford. 
In the first World War he gained the Military Cross and the D.S.O. He became 
a partner in the family firm in 1919. He was awarded the C.B.E. in 1949 and 
was a past President of the Chamber of Commerce, Bristol. Colonel Mark 
Whitwill died on the 19th April 1967. 

His son, the fifth Mark Whitwill, was educated at Canford School and joined 
the Royal Engineers in 1937. Lieutenant Mark Whitwill gained the Military 
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Cross during the retreat to Dunkirk in 1940. He is now a partner in the family 
firm. 

It will be seen that there are continuing traditions in the Whitwill family 
other than the remarkable tradition of succession to the family business. 


“Bristol Worthies’’, and Series (1909): pp. 147 /8 


Mark WHITWILL was a slightly-built, grave, but pleasant-looking man of about 
medium height, with dark hair, eyes, moustache. &c., who carried on business 
as a shipbroker and agent in Bristol, where he was much better known for the 
attention he gave to his duties as vice-chairman, and afterwards chairman, of 
the School Board, and for his excellent work in connection with the Children’s 
Hospital, of which he was, if not the actual founder, one of the most constant 
and active supporters, and probably did more for it, in one way or another, than 
anyone else. 

A Liberal in politics, and a live member of the Non-conformist persuasion, he 
took an active part in what was going on in the district, and being energetic, and 
always looking younger than his years, he was well-known and much respected 
in a large circle of friends, by whom his death, long before he had any appear- 
ance of advanced age about him, was much lamented. He left a family, of whom 
one of his sons, another Mark, succeeded to his business, and is much interested 
in Reformatory work. 


Part of entry in “Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898’’, Vol. 1, p. 77 


Mark WHITwILL joined his father in business, 1846—business established 18315 
from 1848 to 1855, firm maintained regular services of sailing ships carrying 
cargo and passengers between Bristol, New York, and Quebec, and from 1852 
to 1855 frequently despatched sailing ships with cargo and passengers for Aus- 
tralia. After the “‘Great Western’ ceased running to New York in 1842, no 
steamer from America entered Bristol until 1871, when Mr. Whitwill and some 
friends purchased the SS. “Arragon,”? re-opened the trade, and with several 
steamers, bought and chartered, soon initiated steam service between Bristol and 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Montreal. Chairman of Chamber 
of Commerce, 1857; strenuous advocate of the dockisation of the river since 
1858; and one of the promoters of Avonmouth Dock as the next best scheme; 
inaugurated the movement for the Hospital for Sick Children, which was 
opened in October 1866, and of which he is President. 


Charles Wills 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1883-1895: 1897-1898 (resigned) 


Deputy 
Chairman 1889-26th June 1893 (resigned) 


1897-1898 
Councillor 1883-1895 (Bristol Ward) 
1897-1898 (Horfield) 
j.P. 1889 
Sheriff 1898-1899 


President, Chamber of Commerce, 
1880-1882: 1883-1884 


Occupation Wholesale clothing manufacturer 
Residence: (1883) Rostrevor, 2 Ash- 
grove Road, Redland 





Born Ist March, 1838 at Burn Farm, Den- 
bury, Newton Abbot, Devon 

Died 17th April 1921, aged 83 years, at 
Avongrove, Sneyd Park 

Education Crockers Academy, Newton Abbot 


Charles Wills came to Bristol in 1859 at age of twenty-one and after beginning 
as a traveller in wholesale drapery he started his own highly successful clothing 
business in Victoria Street. Later in life as Chairman of Chas. Wills & Son Ltd. 
he built an imposing and spacious factory in Rupert Street and a further large 
factory still standing in Easton Road. 

Charles Wills, an advocate of modern docks at Avonmouth, was probably the 
most powerful Dock personality since 1848 never to become Chairman of the 
Docks Committee. The very forthrightness of his personality and the opposition 
of Alderman Proctor Baker to Avonmouth development combined to keep him 
from the highest office in the City’s Port. In Dock matters Charles Wills was the 
spearhead of the new progressive men who were beginning to come to the Docks 
Committee from the City Council in the last two decades of the 19th century 
and who had little or no private stake in the commerce of the Docks. ‘These men 
were to come into their power on the Docks Committee on the rst day of the goth 
century, the day Alderman Howell Davies became Chairman after the resigna- 
tion from the Chairmanship on grounds of health and age of Alderman Proctor 
Baker on the last day of the r9th century. By that time Charles Wills had gone 
from the Docks Committee. 

In 1892 and 1893 Mr. Wills had had, inevitably in terms of his own person- 
ality, to fight too soon the battle for progress, massive progress at Avonmouth. 
The new men including the future Chairman, Mr. Howell Davies, and Mr. 
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Twiggs, had not yet come to full stature as Dock members. But if Proctor Baker, 
that protagonist of the priority of the City Docks where his great flour mills lay, 
was able on the 20th June 18093 to inflict a resounding Council defeat by 36 
votes to 13 on those advocating Avonmouth development, nevertheless the City 
Dock cause of Proctor Baker was within the next seven years to become as dis- 
credited as the wish of King Canute. 

In September 1892, Mr. Charles Wills as Deputy Chairman had presented to 
Council a Docks Committee’s report recommending a new dock at Avonmouth 
20 acres in extent, with an entrance lock 730 feet long and 85 feet wide. The 
capital cost was estimated at £945,000. The Council adopted the scheme by 40 
votes to 8 and on the 31st January 1893 the Council approved of the proposed 
Parliamentary Bill by 43 votes to 1, the opponent being Mr. W. A. Todd, an- 
other wholesale clothier and the Conservative member, with Mr. Charles Wills 
the Liberal member, for the important Bristol Ward which then elected two 
members to the City Council each year. 

So far, so good, but Latimer records that after the introduction of the Bill 
Alderman Proctor Baker returned from the Continent; Wells says from a tour in 
India. From whatever quarter he came, Alderman Proctor Baker ‘‘forthwith 
organized an agitation against the measure amongst the non-progressive section 
of the Council, the owners of warehouse property, and persons in dread of in- 
creased rates, succeeding eventually in obtaining petitions against the Bill from 
thinly attended meetings in some of the wards, and in frightening many timid 
Councillors by threats of opposition to their re-election. The train being thus 
laid, a special meeting of the Council was convened for June 20th, to determine 
whether the Bill should be further proceeded with.”’ (Latimer: 1893, p. 33). 

‘The crisis came at a meeting of the Town Council on Tuesday, June 20th 
1893, and was quite dramatically surprising. Besides the resolutions and peti- 
tions against the Bill from public bodies and meetings of ratepayers, there was 
a request from the Board of Guardians that dockisation should be reconsidered! 
The Council had been specially convened to discuss the expediency of going 
further with the Bill which was then pending in Parliament. Alderman W. 
Proctor Baker was expected to make a great attack upon the scheme, which some 
hoped and some feared would kill it. Alderman C. H. Low rose to make a state- 
ment before the debate began. The officials of the Corporation and of the Great 
Western and Midland Railway Companies had met in London, he said, and as 
a result of the conference, the Docks Committee’s representatives assumed that 
all points had been satisfactorily settled. ‘The respective engineers had met again 
on the previous day (Monday, June roth), and the plans were duly signed. But 
the railway engineers added the important condition: “Terms of user to be 
arranged hereafter’. Seeing that the Docks Committee were bound by the 
Council to be satisfied with the terms before the Bill authorising the Avonmouth 
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works passed, the Alderman was obliged to say, with the deepest regret, that 
the Committee could not recommend that the Avonmouth part of the Bill should 
proceed, and he moved a resolution to withdraw it. The Council, although tot- 
ally unprepared for such an announcement, at once carried the resolution 
without debate’”’. (Wells: pp. 280 /281). 

It might be thought this would have disposed of the matter for that day, but 
Proctor Baker was not to be baulked. He “felt aggrieved that the Chairman of 
the Docks Committee had not, while they were in conversation ten minutes 
before the meeting of the Council, informed him of the impending statement. 
As a consequence of Alderman Low’s reticence, he was placed in a difficulty 
with regard to the speech he had prepared, and he asked the indulgence of the 
House in the form of a short adjournment. The House adjourned for half an 
hour ...” (Wells: p. 281). A length of time suggested by a celestial precedent 
no doubt. 

How could Proctor Baker attack the withdrawn Avonmouth scheme? He did 
not—directly. In a long speech, presumably now mostly impromptu, he attacked 
a minor and remaining part of the Bill for a Harbour Railway extension and for 
a projected Ashton Swing Bridge which Proctor Baker said was in the wrong 
place. He proposed that the extension and bridge be not proceeded with and, 
here came the sting, that the Docks Committee be instructed to consider the 
whole subject of the traffic and improvement of the Port “‘with a view to pre- 
senting a well-digested scheme in the next Session of Parliament’. 

The resolution was carried by 36 votes to 18. The Docks Committee voted as 
follows on Proctor Baker’s resolution: 


For Against 

C. H. Low Conservative = 
Proctor Baker Conservative * 

W. W. Jose Conservative sf 
E. B. Hill Conservative - 
C. B. Hare Conservative * 
Arthur Baker Conservative * 

E. B. Colthurst Conservative si 
W. A. Latham Liberal * 

H. W. Twiggs Liberal - 
E. Parsons Liberal ** 

W. H. Davies Liberal * 
Chas. Wills Liberal “ 
Heber Mardon Liberal Not present 
J. T. Board Conservative 6 
J. F. Eberle Conservative - 
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For Against 


W. W. Hughes Liberal Left before vote 
J. R. Bennett Liberal : 
Alfred Marshall Conservative . 


The report of the debate in the Central Library copy of the “Bristol Times & 
Mirror” of Wednesday, the 21st June 1893, makes interesting reading and re- 
flects both the high level of Council reporting in those days and the greater 
interest which Bristolians showed in the conduct of their local affairs. 

This debate so apparently disastrous for the progressives and for a great Avon- 
mouth development was in fact the watershed between the old policy that the 
three existing docks were adequate with minor additions for the trade of the 
Port and the policy of the progressives for a great new dock at Avonmouth which 
would and in fact was to usher in a new era of prosperity for Bristol greater than 
ever before. 

The cause of the status quo was, unknown to all, lost. At the meeting of the 
Docks Committee on the 26th June 1893 the Chairman, Alderman C. H. Low, 
and the Vice-Chairman, Mr. Charles Wills, resigned from their respective offices 
as they found themselves unable to comply with the Council resolution of the 
20th June 1893 in regard to a Dock extension report. At the City Council 
Meeting on the 11th July 1893 Alderman Low asked that the Vice-Chairman 
and himself, Alderman W. W. Jose, Councillor Heber Mardon and Councillor 
J. Fuller Eberle be discharged from further attendance at meetings of the Docks 
Committee because of their inability loyally to accept the Council resolution. 
The phrase “well digested scheme” had given deep offence after the time and 
trouble the Docks Committee had taken in preparing it. The five members were 
prevailed upon by the Council to remain in the Docks Committee, but the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman would not reassume their office and on the 31st 
July 1893 after interim negotiations Alderman W. Proctor Baker and Mr. E. 
Burrow Hill were elected Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively. But the 
proferred resignations at the July Council of men of the standing of the five 
Dock members made the price of victory a little high for thinking citizens. It 
recalled memories too of November 1878 when Proctor Baker’s resolution that 
no director of the Avonmouth or Portishead Dock companies should sit on the 
Docks Committee, appropriate enough no doubt, brought about the exclusion 
from the Committee of Charles Nash, Chairman of the Docks Committee a year 
before, Christopher Thomas, the soap magnate, T. T. ‘Taylor and the progressive 
Mark Whitwill. 

Charles Wills was due to seek re-election for Bristol Ward in November 1895. 
In 1889 and 1892 he as a Liberal and W. A. Todd, another wholesale clothier 
and a Conservative, had both been returned unopposed for this two-seat ward. 
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In 1895, however, a second Conservative candidate appeared, a newcomer, 
Mr. Richard Court Stephens, railway haulier and agent. Todd polled 702, 
Stephens 683, Wills 412. Charles Wills was then nominated for the aldermanic 
bench in 1895. He had been unsuccessful in January 1892 with 18 votes and in 
November 1892 with 20 votes. He now secured only one vote and Charles 
Hoskins Low elected with 24 votes in May 1891 in place of the retiring W. K. 
Wait now only secured 2 votes. Perhaps the “timid Councillors” of Latimer, p. 33 
(1893) were not after all frightened for their seats without good reason, but how- 
ever that may be the facts of this paragraph stand; as does the principle that a 
beaten enemy can be pursued too far. 

The next six years of delaying tactics by supporters of the status quo are more 
appropriately dealt with in the notes on Alderman Proctor Baker, but Charles 
Wills did return to the City Council as the Liberal candidate for the new Hor- 
field Ward in 1897 and was at once appointed Vice-Chairman for the year 
1897 /8 under the Chairmanship of Alderman Proctor Baker. 

It is stated in the first extract from “‘Contemporary Biographies” that the 
object of the return of Mr. Charles Wills and his appointment as Vice-Chairman 
was to further the object of dock development, since the City Council shortly 
before the November elections had agreed to revive the project for a large new 
dock at Avonmouth. If such were the intent, Mr. Wills did not succeed because 
Alderman Proctor Baker throughout the municipal year 1897-1898 found 
reasons why the Avonmouth scheme could not be proceeded with and at the end 
of the year Mr. Wills resigned from the Docks Committee and the City Council, 
presumably to carry out his duties as Sheriff of Bristol during the year 1898-1899. 

Mr. Wills did not return to the City Council again, but pursued interest in 
his scheme for an alternative railway route to London by the intended floatation 
of a new railway company. He did not, however, obtain the financial support 


necessary and as might be expected there was influential opposition from the 
G.W.R. Co. 


‘Bristol Worthies’’, 2nd Series (1909): p. 220 


CHARLES WILLS is a commanding figure in any company in which he may be 
placed, and has long held a leading position in commercial life in Bristol, where 
he has been actively engaged for many years, if not actually a native of the old 
city. Being long connected with the Town Council, on the Bench of Magistrates, 
and having served the office of Sheriff, his name has been often brought promin- 
ently forward, but probably never more so in any of these capacities than as 
chairman of the new route to London, an undertaking on which he lavished 
much time and attention, and, if he had met with the amount of support he 
anticipated, was very sanguine of success, and had no cause to reproach himself 
for half-heartedness, or want of energy on his part. He is a broad-minded, far- 
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seeing man, of considerable ability and enterprise, as he has shown in his own 
commercial career, and when he puts his hand to the plough, is not disposed to 
turn back without some very good reason, so that, wherever he is, his inclination 
is rather to lead where he judges the right road to lie, rather than follow others, 
and has gained the respect and esteem of a large number of his fellow citizens, 
some of whom are not in all matters of his way of thinking. 


Part of entry in ““Contemporary Biographies: Bristol in 1898”, Vol. I, p. 73 


CHARLES WILLs entered the City Council in 1883, as a member for the Bristol 
Ward; became a very active member for twelve years of the Docks Committee 
and as Vice-Chairman of that Committee proposed, in 1892, the provision of a 
new dock at Avonmouth to accommodate the largest class of vessels afloat or 
building. The scheme passed the Council with comparatively little opposition, 
and was approved by the House of Lords, but had to be withdrawn in conse- 
quence of conditions imposed by the G.W. Railway Company. Largely through 
Mr. Wills’ efforts, it was revived in 1897, when after two years’ absence he con- 
sented to re-enter the Council, and was unanimously re-elected Vice-Chairman 
of the Docks Committee, his main object being to assist in carrying through a 
scheme for providing Bristol with dock accommodation, being an enthusiastic 
believer in the natural geographical advantages of the port of Bristol. 


“Contemporary Biographies: Bristol 1898—9’’, Vol. 2, p. 252 


Scarcely any man in Bristol is better known commercially than Mr. Charles 
Wills, the High Sheriff for 1898-99. He was long a prominent member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, of which he held office as Vice-President and then as 
President, and was noted for the special study he made of railway and dock 
subjects. While he was in the Council this knowledge naturally qualified him to 
take a leading position in the advocacy of a progressive dock policy, and to this 
object he devoted infinite attention. He was for some time Deputy-Chairman of 
the Dock Committee, and although his membership ended before he had the 
satisfaction of seeing his schemes realised, few have contributed more to the 
education of the citizens in the possibilities of port development than Mr. Wills. 
The subject of railway rates, too, he became an authority upon, and spent much 
time in remedying inequalities which pressed hardly on Bristol industries. As 
High Sheriff he has rendered further usefulness to the city. 

His wife, a Devonshire lady, has found her sphere in the home rather than on 
the platform, but where opportunity has offered for her to assist her husband in 
his public work, she has not been wanting. 


Note: Mrs. Wills died of influenza in 1921 only a few days before Mr. Charles 
Wills. 
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See also references on pp. 20, 21, 24, and 31 and entry for Alderman Sir 
Charles Wathen in the present volume. 


“Bristol, 1913” 

Mr. CuHarues WILLs, was educated in Devonshire, and apprenticed to the 
drapery business at Totnes, afterwards spending two years in London, before 
coming to Bristol, to travel for a wholesale house in 1859. In 1867 he commenced 
business for himself and at present is head of the firm of Messrs. Charles Wills & 
Sons, Ltd., clothing manufacturers, of Bristol and Swindon. His first public 
appointment was as Guardian of the Poor. Later, in 1875, he joined the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce, and was for three years president. 

Mr. Wills specialized in railway travel and commerce as between Bristol and 
London, and other great centres of population. The first matter which he suc- 
cessfully attacked was the anomaly of delay in the delivery of goods by the 
Great Western Railway Company. At first this was resented by the Directors at 
Paddington, but after due investigation the railway authorities not only caused 
wholesale alterations to be made, but warmly thanked Mr. Wills for calling 
attention to the matters complained of, in addition to tendering him an apology 
for doubting his statements. The result of this was the provision of more up-to- 
date shedding and equipment, as is seen to-day. Mr. Wills next turned his 
attention to the inadequate passenger service between Bristol and the Metropolis, 
and his agitation brought about such changes as made it possible for a trader 
to go to London, transact his business, and return the same day, third class, as 
was the case with other places more remotely West than Bristol which had the 
advantage of competitive lines. His persistent efforts also resulted in third class 
fares between the two cities being made operative on all trains. 

In 1903 Mr. Wills initiated his great scheme of a new line from Bristol to 
Basingstoke, where it was intended to connect with the London and S. Western 
Railway Company’s main line to Waterloo. He fostered and obtained an enor- 
mous amount of local support, including such men as Sir Herbert Ashman, etc., 
that a Bill was promoted in Parliament for its adoption. Fifteen days were spent 
before a House of Commons Committee in fighting its way through, but on the 
sixteenth day Mr. Balfour Browne, the great railway advocate, had to receive 
the decision of the Committee that ‘‘the preamble was not proved.” 

This was a severe blow to the promoters, who had spent £27,000 in pushing the 
matter forward, and greatly impaired health and growing age compelled Mr. 
Wills to drop the enterprise, in which, however, he still believes, and hopes the 
man will yet be found who will bring it to a successful issue. 

Mr. Wills entered the Council in 1883, and was for some time Vice-Chairman 
of the Docks Committee. He was Sheriff in 1899, and was created a J.P. in 1889. 
Mr. Wills is a Liberal and a Nonconformist. 
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George Wills 


LIBERAL 


Docks Member 1876-1882 


Chairman 1877-8th March 1880 
(Elected upon resignation from Docks 
Committee of the Chairman, Coun- 
cillor, C. Nash, in view of Mr. 
Nash being Deputy Chairman of the 
Avonmouth Dock company) 


Councillor March 1866-1880 (Bristol Ward) 
1880-1882 (St. Philips) 
j.P. 187] 
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, 
1864-1865 
Occupation In wine trade at one time (Beaven, 


p- 62). In business as a wine mer- 
chant in Bridge Street 
(Obituary, Western Daily Press) 

Born About 1813 

Died On 18th December, 1888, aged 75 
years, at his residence, 3 Worcester 
Villas, Clifton, of heart disease 
from which he had suffered for 
many years 





Latimer: p. 415: 1864 
One of the promoters of an abortive scheme to drive a tunnel under the 
Severn at New Passage. 


Wells: p. 194: Council, 18th June 1872 


Voted against the proposition that it was inexpedient for the Corporation to 
subscribe capital to dock works (i.e. Avonmouth or Portishead) beyond the 
limits of the borough. Proposition lost by 37 votes to 18. 


Wells: pp. 198/199: Council, 1st July 1872 

Seconded Elisha Robinson’s defeated amendment against proposition that 
£100,000 be subscribed to the share capital of the Portishead Dock company. 
Proposition carried by 36 votes to 19. 


Little can be said as to what influence on Dock policy George Wills had as 
Chairman for two years and four months. He had been against any capital 
contribution by the Corporation to either of the rivermouth docks. He was 
unfortunate in that during his term of office the Avonmouth and Portishead 
Docks were at last open for trade and competition between the three docks 
began. The Bristol sugar trade was also on the long slope of final decline. Foreign 
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countries were giving bounties on their sugar exports. Finzel and Sons with 
Bristol’s largest refinery at the Counterslip above Bristol Bridge went into 
liquidation in 1877. Their capital was £400,000 and their failure caused much 
unemployment. 

Neither Wells nor Latimer mention the incident which brought about the 
resignation of George Wills from the Chairmanship. 

At a meeting of the Docks Committee on Monday the 16th February 1880, 
Alderman George Edwards (Docks member, 1879-1883 and 1886-1887) re- 
ported on a private conversation with Charles Nash, Chairman of the Bristol 
Port and Channel Dock Company (Docks member, 1853-1878, Chairman, 
1873-1877) about the competition between the City and Avonmouth Docks. 
Alderman Edwards said he had now received a letter from Mr. Nash saying 
that three Avonmouth Dock directors would be prepared to discuss the subject 
with three members of the Docks Committee at his office at 11 a.m. on the 
following Saturday. Alderman Edwards moved and Mr. Henry Gale Gardner 
seconded that three members be appointed to attend an unofficial meeting and 
to report in due course. 

The Chairman, Mr. George Wills, declined to put this motion to the Commit- 
tee and vacated the Chair. Mr. C. B. Hare, Vice Chairman, took the chair and 
the original motion “‘was carried by a majority’. Alderman Edwards, Councillor 
W. Smith and Councillor C. H. Low were appointed to attend. Mr. Smith had 
moved a resolution at Docks Committee in March 1879 that the Avonmouth 
Dock should be purchased but nothing effective came of this or of the negotia- 
tions on competition until the Avonmouth and the Portishead Docks were pur- 
chased by the Corporation under the 1884 Act. 

At the Docks meeting on the 8th March 1880, “‘Mr. George Wills informed 
the Committee with reference to his action on the 16th ulto. that he did not wish 
to resume his position as Chairman.” 

At a special meeting of the Docks Committee on Monday, the 15th March 
1880, it was unanimously resolved on the motion of Mr. C. B. Hare seconded 
by Alderman Edwards that Alderman W. Proctor Baker be elected Chairman 
and Alderman Baker then took the Chair. Alderman Edwards was a brother- 
in-law of Alderman Proctor Baker. 
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Index 


The index is designed to help not only those interested in port 
affairs but also those interested in social or family research or in 
the affairs of businesses mentioned. ‘Those owning or living in the 
houses mentioned may be interested to know something about a 
former resident there. Names of Members of the Docks Committee 


given in capitals. See also page 33. 


A 


Abbot, Alderman Henry, 11 

Adams, Francis (Mayor), 146 

Africa, 8, 9, 30, 114, 117-118, 127-128 
Albert Lodge, Victoria Square, Clifton, 127 
Albert Street, St. Pauls, No. 29, 171 


ALEXANDER, COUNCILLOR A., 1852- 
1866 
Alexander, family, 34-37 


ALEXANDER, ALDERMAN W. W., 1866- 
1874 
Alfred Wharf, Redcliff, 117 
Alma Road, No. 25 (Alma House), 38 
ALSOP, COUNCILLOR U., 1884-188 
Ambrose, Thomas, 188 
‘Amelia’, §.V., wreck of, 114 
Ames family, 5 
America, 9, 110, 112, 145, 161, 177, 196 
Grain, 16 
Timber, 28 
Amiens, Treaty of (1802), 2, 4 
“Anna Watson”, S.V., 127 
Apsley Road, No. 1 (Oakleigh), 120 
“Arragon’’, 8.S., 194, 196 
Ashgrove Road, Redland, No. 2 (Rostrevor), 
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Ashley Down—Ashley House, 186 
Ashley Hill—Ashley Lodge, 166 
Ashley Place, Ashley Road, No. 4, 109 


ASHMAN, ALDERMAN SIR HERBERT, 
1895-1902 

Ashmead’s Map of Bristol (1813-28), 4 

Ashton Court Estate, 85 

Ashton Swing Bridge, 199 

Ashton Vale Ironworks, 163 

““Astria’’, frigate, 192 

Atlantic liners, 21, 194 

Australia, 161, 196 

Australian Gold Rush (1853), 190 

Avon, River, 2, 4, 5, 7, 12, 14, 22, 27, 40 
Dockisation, which see 
Improvement, 12, 22, 42 

Avongrove, Sneyd Park, 197 

Avonleigh, Stoke Bishop, 143 


Avonmouth Dock, 12-19, 22 

1863 Bill, 12 

1864 Bill, 13 

Directors, etc., 12, 16-18, 43 

Lock Dimensions, 15, 20, 26 

New Dock Scheme (1892), 20 et seq, 46, 

198—200 

Opening (24th February, 1877), 13, 15, 159 

Transfer to Corporation (1884), 19, 44-45 
Avonside, Clifton Down, 118 


B 


Baillie, Evan, 5 

BAKER, ALDERMAN A., 1890-1901 

BAKER, ALDERMAN W. PROCTOR, 
1875-1901 

Baker, William, and Sons, 41, 42 

Baldwin Street, 55, 79, 121 

Baltimore, U.S.A., 196 

Barker, W. R., 76 

Barnard (Sugar refiner), 176 

Barnes, Alderman F. K., 48 

Barnes, F. K., and Sons, 48 

BARNES, ALDERMAN T., 1873-1874 

Barry, Sir J. Wolfe, Report by, 21-24 

Barton Hill, 189 

Barton Street, St. James, 77 

BATES, COUNCILLOR J., 1860-1861 

Bath, 6 Hermitage Road, 179 

Bath Street, 94 

Bathurst Basin, 4 

Bathurst Mill (Robinson), 30 

Bathurst Wharf, 127 

Beaufort, Duke of, 64, 101 

Beaven, Rev. A. B., 206 

Bedminster Coal Co., 52 

Bellevue, Clifton, No. 6, 139 

Beloe, Charles, 190 

Beloe, Harry Willoughby, 159 

Beloe, W., & Co., 51 

BELOE, Prone iaiad W. C., 1853-1861 

Bennett, Henry, 

BENNETT, COUNCILLOR J. R., 1895- 


1904 


Berkeley Square, Clifton, 
No. 1, 192 
No. 14, 102 
No. 26, 36 
Bevin, Ernest, 171 
Bideford, 145 
Bigg, W. O., & Co., 82 
Bishop’s College, Bristol, 112 
Bishop Street, St. Pauls, 82 
Bitton, 38 
Black Sea Grain, 16 
Blood, Holman & Co., 104 


BOARD, ALDERMAN J. T., 1886-1895 
Boston, U.S.A., 196 
Bradford-on-Avon, 158 
Bread prices (1802-1813), 5 
Bridewell Street, No. 7, 109 
Bridge Street, 
Nos. 1-3, 124 
No. 16, 107 
BRIDGES, COUNCILLOR J. S., 1880- 
1886 
Bright, Lowbridge, 5 
Bright, Richard, 5, 7 
Bright, Robert, 7, 8, 12, 27, 140, 166 
Bright, Miss, 119 
Brimpsfield, Glos., 179 
Brislington, 47, 64, 168 
Brislington House, 88, 89 
Broomwell House, 42, 47 
Grove, 73 
Kensington House, 114 
Wick House, 98 
Bristol Academy of Fine Arts, 121, 122 
Bristol Ariel Rowing Club, 40 
Bristol Bridge, 188, 205 
Bristol Cathedral, 105, 182 
Bristol Chamber of Commerce, 6, 33, 58, 68, 
69, 104, 115, 160, 193, 195, 202, 203 
Bristol & Clifton Building Society, 125 
Bristol College, Park Row, 181 
Bristol Corn Trade Association, 120 
Bristol Corporation (City Council), 
Frequent references, also 
Avonmouth and Portishead Docks ac- 
quired (1884), 19 
Bristol Corporation Act, 1881, 19 
Capital contribution to Portishead Dock 
company, 14, 15 
City Docks acquired (1848), 9, 27 
Dues, etc. collected by City, 2, 3, 5, 7, 10, 
11, 18, 19, 27, 44, 177, 206 
Joint Committee with Merchant Venturers 
(1791), 2, 3> 7 8 
Joint Committee with Merchant Venturers, 
Chamber of Commerce, etc. (1836), 6, 


95, 115, 176 


Municipal reform (1835), 5, 6, 31, 94, 177 
Rate-in-aid to Docks, 7, 8, 10, 11, 20, 22, 
27, 28, 63, 68, 84, 115, 116 
Bristol Distillery Co., 53 
Bristol Dock Acts, 
1803, 3, 4, 8-10 
1808, 3, 5 
1848, 8, 68 
1881, 19 
Bristol Docks Committee 
Frequent references, also 
Appointment and purpose, |! 
Dues, 9, 11, 18, 27, 28, 30, 42, 115 
Finance, 10, II 
First Committee (28th August, 1848), 9, 


30 
Bristol Dock Company, 
Depth of Harbour, 4 
Dividends, 3, 6, 12, 115 
Dues, 3> 5-9, 27, T15 
Finance, 3, 5-8, 27, 115 
Lock dimensions, etc., 4, 12, 26 
Shareholders, 4, 5 
Sinking Fund, 3, 6 
Subscription of Capital, 3, 4, 5 
Transfer to City (1848), 8 
Bristol and Exeter Railway, 28, 65, 96, 118, 
146, 183, 184 
Bristol Gas Co., 137, 164, 169 
Bristol General Hospital, 16, 42, 168 
Bristol Grammar School, 41, 42, 92 
Bristol Musical Festival, 83 
Bristol Port and Channel Dock Company 
(proprietors of Avonmouth Dock), 
1863 Bill (rejected), 12 
1864 Bill (approved), 13 
Avonmouth Dock opened, 24th February, 
1877, 15 
Transfer to City on 1st September, 1884, 19 
Various references, 16—19, 26, 43-45, 79, 82, 
84-87, 133, 134, 139, 140, 159, 162, 166, 
167, 184, 194, 195, 205 
Bristol and Portishead Pier and Railway 
Company, 
1863 Act, 14. 
Dock opened, February, 1879, 15 
Pier opened, June, 1868, 14 
Railway opened, April, 1867, 14 
Transfer to City, 1st September, 1884, 19 
Various references, 14, 15, 17-19, 26, 43, 
63, 64, 84-7, 90, 154, 183, 184, 189 
Bristol Pottery Co., 150 
Bristol Rifles, Volunteers, 49, 59, 83, 87, 126 
Bristol Riots, 94, 128 
Bristol Royal Infirmary, 147 
Bristol School of Science and Art, 90 
Bristol & South Wales Union Railway, 96 


Bristol Steam Navigation Co., 139, 140, 163, 
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Bristol Stock Exchange, 82 
Bristol Tramways Co., 61, 93, 125 
Bristol University College, go 
Bristol Veterans’ Association, 80 
Bristol Wagon & Carriage Co., 189 
Bristol Water Works Co., 72, 99, 146, 156, 
168 
Bristol & West of England etc. Building 
Society, 52, 105 
Bristol & West Land Investment Co., 159 
Bristol Young Men’s Society, 105 
British Association at Bristol (1875), 27 
British Oil and Cake Mills, 30 
Broadmead, 
Nos. 2-5, 39 
No. 12, 142 
Nos. 57-59; 31, 38 
Baptist Chapel, 173 
Broad Plain, St. Philips, 166 
Brown, Miss Harriette, 65 
Browne, Balfour, 203 
Brunel, I. K., 6, 12, 26, 193 
Bruton, Leonard, 27-30 
Buckingham Place, Clifton, No. 5, 56 
Buckingham Villas, Clifton, No. 2, 111 
Budgett, H. H. & S., 104 
Budgett, James & Branth, 106 
BUDGETT, COUNCILLOR 5S., 1887-1888 
Budgett, Samuel, & Son, 55 
BURROUGHES, COUNCILLOR B. G., 
1863-1864 
BUSH, COUNCILLOR A. G. de L., 1877- 
1892 
Bush, Henry, 60, 206 
BUSH, GOUNCILLOR J., 1858-1866 
Bush, J. & R., 57-60 
Bush, Robert, Senr., 59 
BUSH, COUNCILLOR R., 1866-1877 
Bush, Tobin, 60 
Bush Inn, Bristol, 49 
Butler, J. B., 61 
BUTLER, COUNCILLOR W., 1887-1890 
BUTLER, GCOUNCILLOR W. H., 1898- 


1903 
Butler, Wm., and Co., 61, 62, 206 


C 


Cabot Tower, also Memorial, 76, 105 
Caledonia Place, Clifton, 65 
Campbell-Bannerman, Sir Henry, 76, 141 
Campbell, P. & A., 124 

Cambridge, 189 

Cambridge Park, Redland, No. 8, 106 
Canada, See ‘“Trade’’ 

Canada Wharf, Cumberland Road, 125 


Canford School, 195 

CANNING, COUNCILLOR T., 1870-1871 

Canon’s Marsh, 20, 108 

Canynge Road, Clifton, No. 33 (Norland 
House), 150 

Cardiff, 19, 41, 46 

Carter, Henry William, 171 

CASTLE, COUNCILLOR M. H., 1854- 
1866 

Castle, Robert, 65 

Castle Street, No. 76, 137 

Castle, Tom, 65 

Cave, John, 94 


CAWLEY, COUNCILLOR G., 1895-1898 
Chateau de Renescure, Bournemouth, 152 
Cheltenham, 92 
Cheltenham College, 99 
Cheltenham Road: Brookfield Lodge, No. 
199; 137 
Chester, 4. 
Children’s Hospital, Bristol, 182, 194, 196 
Chili, 159 
Christ Church College, Oxford, 133 
Church House, Bedminster, 146, 147 
City Docks, Bristol, 
Frequent references, also, 2-5 
Locks, 2, 3, 4, 6, 12, 15, 26, 27, 42, 43 
New works (1890), 20 
Proctor Baker’s advocacy, 16, 17 
River approach improvement, 22, 42, 43 
Trade, which see 
Transfer to Corporation, 30th July, 1848, 
8, 9, 27 
Water level, 4 
City Dues, See ““Dues”’ 
City Hotel Co., 163 
Clan Line of Glasgow, 67 
Clark, Miss Podmore, 108 
Clark, Robert Podmore, 108 
Clifford, Lord de, 133 
Clifton, 9, 10, 68 
Clifton College, 57, 80, 195 
Clifton Down, Houses at, 
Avonside, 118 
Dorset House, 189 
Heathercliff, 72 
Mansion House, 121 
Sundon House, 159 
Trinmore, 124 
Clifton Hill House, 59, 156 
Clifton Park, 
Aldbourne Villa, 96 
Clarence Villa, 84 
later called 
Clarence House (No. 2), 99 
St. Vincents Hall, 181 
Clifton Wood Villas, No. 1, 178 


Coalbrookdale Co., 170 
Coalfield, Bristol, 52 
Coates, Colonel Charles, 69 


COATES, COUNCILLOR J., 1852-1853, 
1858-1862 
COLE, COUNCILLOR G., 1869-1874. 
Coliseum, Park Row, 99 
College Green, 105, 163 
College Green Hotel Co., 105 
Colthurst, Edward, 71, 98 
COLTHURST, ALDERMAN E. B., 1888- 
1897, 1899-1911 
Colthurst & Harding, 71, 98 
““Congo’’, 8.V. (1833), 114 
Constitutional Club, Bristol, 84 
Cook, Miss, of Tetbury, 111 
Cooks Folly, Stoke Bishop, 39 
Cookson, Joseph, 176 
COPE-PROCTOR, ALDERMAN GC. W., 
1886-1889 
Cork, Earl of, 101, 161 
Corn Measurer, 5 
Corn Street, 
No. 8: Miles Bank, 133-35 
No. 10, 159 
No. 17, 51 
Shannon Court, go 
West of England etc. Bank, 49 


Cornwall, 110-111, 145 
Cornwallis Crescent, 
No. 30, 90 
No. 34, 97 
Cornwallis Grove, 182 


Coronation Road, Bedminster, No. 71, 142 
Cote Hill, Westbury-on-Trym, 146, 181 
Cotham Hill, 94 

Cotham Hill (old), No. 71 (Gotham House), 


55 
Cotham New Road, No. 31 (Devonshire 
Villa), 192 
Cotham Park, Avenue House, 172 
Counterslip, 143, 173, 205 
County Court, Bristol, 177 
Courtown, Earl of, 54 
Cran Hill, Weston, Bath, 63 
Cranbrook Road, No. 34, 161 
Crew’s Hole, St. George, 61, 62 
Crimean War, 30 
CRIPPS, COUNCILLOR R., 1886-1890 
Cromwell, Oliver, 28 
Cumberland Basin, 12, 26, 42 
Cumberland Road, 
Avon Cottage (demolished), 58 
Canada Wharf, 125 
Hill’s Dockyards, 103 


D 
Daniel & Co., Alexander, 74 
DANIEL, COUNCILLOR H., 1882-1883 
Daniel, Alderman T., 4 
Darby, Miss, 170 
DAVIES, ALDERMAN SIR W. H., 1887- 
1931 
Davies, Thomas, 76 
Davies & Co., 75 
Davis & Fry, 91 | 
Dean Lane Pit, Bedminster, 52 
Denmark, Consul for, 110 
DERHAM, COUNCILLOR J., 1879-1887 
Derham, S8., 77 
Devizes, 63 
Devonport, 80, 81, 
Dix, Alderman J. W. S., 24, 172 
Dock & Harbour Board, proposed, 1881, 38, 
55» 91, 71, 73, 74, 79, 98, 120, 129, 143, 
161, 185, 189, 195 
Dockisation, 21-25, 44, 124, 152, 160, 
172-174, 193-196 
DOLE, COUNCILLOR J., 1888-1889 
‘“Dorchester’’, S.V., 193 
Dorset House, Clifton Down, 189 
Down House, Stoke Bishop, 75 
Downfield Road, Clifton, 
No. 2 (Downfield Lodge), 105 
Downside House, Downleaze, Sneyd Park, 104 
Drill Hall, Old Market Street, 163 
Druid’s Stoke, Stoke Bishop, 188 
Dublin, 79, 81 
Dues, 

City (i.e. Town, Mayor’s, Water Bailiff’s, 
Quay Warden’s and Corn Measurer’s 
fees), 2, 3,5, 7,10, 11, 18, 19, 27, 44, 

177, 206 

Merchant Venturers (i.e. Wharfage, Ton- 
nage, Carriage, Cannage, Cranage and 
Plankage), 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 27 

Bristol Dock Company, 3, 5-9, 27, 115 

Dock Committee’s dues, 9, 11, 18, 28, 30, 
42, 115 

Dunball Island, Avonmouth, 116 

Dunkirk, 196 

Dunlop, Ivie, 79 

DUNLOP, COUNCILLOR M., 1877-1881 
Dunn, Eric, vii 

Durdham Park, Houses at, 

Drayton Lodge (No. 31), 166 

Moorland Lodge, 137 

Redland Lodge, 184 


E 
Ealing, 96 
East India Co., 4 
Eastington Park, Glos., 57 
Easton Road, 197 


Eastville Park, go 

Ebbw Vale Co., 170 

Eberle, Rev. J. A., 81 

EBERLE, ALDERMAN J. F., 1887-1894, 
1895-1900 

Edgbaston, 172 

Edgecumbe Road, Redland, No. 11, 161 

Edinburgh, Duke of, 1o1 

Edney, George, vii 

EDWARDS, ALDERMAN SIR G. W., 
1879-1883, 1886-1887 

Edwards, Ringer & Bigg, Ltd., 82 

Elder Dempster, 22 

‘““Emerald”’, 8.V., 34 

Emlyn, Viscount, 23 

Entrance Lock dimensions, See “‘Locks’’ 

Eton College, 133 

Europe, North, 28 

Exeter, railway, 28 

Exeter Regatta, 40 


Fairfax Street, 38 
“Fame’’, 8.V., 4, 34. 
Farr, Grahame, 4, 206 
Feeder Canal, 4, 5, 31 
Ferris and Co., 96, 172 
Finzel & Sons, sugar refinery, 143, 173, 205 
Firefly Rock, Proposed pier at, 21 
Firfield House, Knowle, 98 
Flanders, 9 
Floating Harbour, 2-5 
Statutory depth, 4 
Flower, Miss Vera, vii 
Follwell, Edward, 171 
Ford and Canning, 63, 64, 84 
FORD, ALDERMAN J., 1856-1877 
Ford Memorial Hall, Bedminster, 87 
FOX, ALDERMAN F. F., 1878-1883 
Fox, Dr. Francis Ker, 89 
Fox, R. A., 89 
France, 9 
France, War with, 2, 5, 27, 30 
Free Port Association, 6-9, 12, 27-30, 51, 58, 
108, 110, 139, 140 
Freeman, A. B., 206 
Frenchay, 177 
Fripp, William, 115 
Frome, River, 2 
Fry, Abbott, Pope and Brown, 91 
Fry, Sir Edward, L. J., go 
Fry Joseph, go 
Fry, Joseph Storrs, go 
Fry, J. S. and Sons, 31, 91 
FRY, COUNCILLOR L., 1866-1869 
Fry & Otter, 91 
Fry, Councillor Richard, 14 


Fry, Sir Theodore, Bart, M.P., go 
Fuidge, Mrs. James, 64 

Fuller, John, J.P., 81 

Fuller, John, & Co., 81 

“Fury’’, S.t., 192, 193 


G 

GARDNER, ALDERMAN C. E. L., 1889- 
1892, 1895-1900, 1902-1903 

GARDNER, COUNCILLOR H. G., 1878- 
1888 

Gardner, Thomas & Co., 92 

GEORGE, ALDERMAN J., 1852-1853 

Georges Brewery, Bristol, 99 

Georges, Rickettses & Co., 94 

Germany, 

GIBBS, ALDERMAN J., 1848-1850, 1851- 
1853 

Gibbs, Bright & Co., 7 

Gibbs, Ferris & Co., 96, 172 

Gibbs, J. H., 171 

Gibbs & Score, 173 

Gibraltar, 9 

Gibson, Elizabeth, go 

Gibson, Francis, go 

Gingell, William Bruce, 49 

Girdlestone, F. B., 159 

Glenside, Leigh Woods, 101 

Gloucester, 179, 181 

Gloucester Row, Clifton, No. 5, 112 

Gloucester Volunteer Artillery, 92 

Gloucester Volunteer Rifles, 41, 126 

Gloucestershire, 74 

Goldney, Gabriel, 94 

GOLDNEY, COUNCILLOR W., 1848- 
1850 

Goldney House, Clifton, 90, 91 

Goldsmiths’ Alliance, 163 

Gordon, Lord Esme, 147 

Grain rebates, etc., City Docks (1879-1881), 
18, 44, 145 

Grain trade, See ‘“Trade”’ 

Grand Hotel, 74, 190 

“Great Britain’’, 8.S., 12 

““Great Eastern’’, $.S., 12, 193 

Great George Street, Park Street, No. 5, 185 

“Great Western”’, S.S., (1st), 4, 7, 8, 176, 194 

“Great Western’’, S.S., (2nd), 194 

Great Western Cotton Works, 189 

Great Western Railway Company, 7, 23, 24, 
65, 96, 133, 170, 172, 176, 183, 184, 198, 
202, 203, 20 

Great Western Steamship Company (1836), 
6, 7, 8, 95, 115, 176, 196 

Great Western Steamship Company (of 
1881), 195 

Griffiths, Samuel (School), 62 

Grove, The, Queen Square, 2 


Grove, The, Stoke Bishop, 170 
Guardians, Bristol Board of, 198, 203 
Guernsey, 9 

Guildhall Chambers, Small Street, 146 
Guinness & Co., 191 


H 


Halden & Co., 129 

Ham Green, near Bristol, 135 

Hanoverian Consul, Royal, 34. 

Harbours, Docks & Piers Association of U.K., 
126 

Harbour Railway, City Docks (1896), 22 

HARDING, COUNCILLOR T., 1885-1889 

HARE, ALDERMAN C. B., 1873-1911 

Hare, C. B., Senr., 99 

Hare, John, & Co. Ltd., 99 

Harford, John, 176 

Harrison, Godfrey, 101, 207 

HARVEY, ALDERMAN |. 1878-1883 

Harvey, John, Senr., 101 

Harvey & Sons Ltd., 101 

Harvey & White, 101 

Hathway, Alderman William, 15 

Haven Master, 5 

Haycroft & Pethick, 144, 145 

Haymarket, 153 

Heathercliff, Clifton Down, 72 

Heaton, P., vii 

HELLICAR, COUNCILLOR J., 1864-1874 

Henbury Hill House, 41 

““Hero’’, 8.V., 34 

High Street, No. 9, 163 

Highbury Chapel, Cotham, 52 

Hilhouse, 4 

Hill, Charles, 103 

Hill, Charles, & Sons, 21, 103 

Hill, Charles Gathorne, 103 

Hill, Charles Loraine, 103 

HILL, COUNCILLOR E. B., 1889-1897 

Hill, Francis Eustace, 103 

Hill, John Charles Gathorne, 103, 207 

Hill, Richard, 103 

Holden, Adam, 173 

Holden, Anna Maria, 173 

Holland, 9 

HOLMAN, COUNCILLOR J., 1899-1907 

Honduras, 9 

Horseshoe Point, 42 

Hosegood, Mr., 120 

Hotwells, 1-4, 6, 12, 26, 42, 67, 149 

Hotwells Road, No. 174, 136 

Hudden & Co. Ltd., 41 

Hudson, Dr. C. T., (Manilla Hall), 80 

HUGHES, COUNCILLOR W. W., 1895- 
1900 

Hughes, Walter, Senr., 105 


I 


Iddesleigh Road, No. 8 (Redland House), 78 

Imperial Tobacco Co. (G.B. & I.) Ltd., 31, 
82, 130 

Incorporation of the Poor, 161 

Independent College, Taunton, 39 

Industrial Home, Knowle, 1o1 

Inskip, Alderman James, 22-25, 124 


J 


Jamaica, 4, 75, 154 

JAMES, COUNCILLOR F., 1874-1876 

JARMAN, COUNCILLOR F., 1848-1849 

Jersey, 9 

Jessop, William, 2, 5 

‘John Cabot’’, 8.V., (1826), 114 

Joint Committee of Bristol Corporation and 
Society of Merchant Venturers (1791 
onwards), 2, 3, 7, 8 

Joint Committee (1836) of Corporation, Mer- 
chant Venturers, Chamber of Commerce 
and Great Western Steamship Co., 6, 
95, 115, 176 

Jones, Sir Alfred, 75 

JONES, ALDERMAN J. A., 1875-1883 

JONES, COUNCILLOR R., 1849-1855 

Jones, R. H., 67, 179 

Jones and Nash, 12, 108, 139, 140 

JOSE, COUNCILLOR T. P., 1858-1873 

Jose & Sons, T. P., 110-112 

JOSE, ALDERMAN W. W., 1874-1878, 
1886-1895 

Jose family, 111 

Jubilee Road, St. George, No. 2, 157 

**Juno’’, 8.8., 159 


K 


Kesterman, Miss, 119 

Kidderminster, 101 

King, Alice, 89, 117 

King, Arthur, 119 

King, Edward, 119 

King, Mervyn K. Poole, 119 

KING, COUNCILLOR R. J. P., 1848-1859 

King, R. & W., 114, 117 

King Square, No. 18, 70 

King Street Hall, 63, 64 

King Street, Queen Square, 104 

King Street, No. 13, 191 

King, Thomas, 5, 114, 117, 118 

King & Sons, Thomas, 114 

KING, COUNCILLOR, W. T. P., 
1880 

King’s Wharf, Redcliff, 117 

Kingroad, 4, 193 


1860- 


Kingsdown, Bristol, 189 
Devon House, 121 

Kingsweston Estate, 133 

Kington, John Barnett, 177 


L 


LANE, COUNCILLOR W., 1881-1890 
Lanesfield, Downside Road, Clifton, 185 
LANG, COUNCILLOR R., 1855-1858, 
1859-1862 
Lang & Co., Thomas, 121 
Lanoy, Launceston, 145 
Lansdown Place, Clifton, No. 6, 34 
LATHAM, COUNCILLOR W. A., 1891- 
1897 
Latimer, John, 206 
Laugharne, 193 
Lawrence Hill, 189 
Leake & Co., 82 
Leeds, 173 
Leicestershire, (Woodhouse Eaves), 61 
Leigh Court, 133 
Leigh Woods, Houses at, 
Glenside, 101 
‘Towerhurst, 125 
Leigh Woods Land Co., 168 
Leopold Road, St. Andrews, No. 22, 139 
LEVY-LANGFIELD, ALDERMAN A. A.,, 
1898-I9II, 1915-1927 
Liberal Club, Bristol, 22 
Liberal Government (1847), 177 
Litfield Place, Clifton, 190 
Little King Street, 161 
Liverpool, 1, 194 
Lloyds Bank, Corn Street, 49 
Locks, Entrance, 
Avonmouth Dock, 15, 20 ,26 
Bathurst Lock, 4 
City Docks, 2, 3, 4, 6, 12, 15, 26, 27, 42, 43 
Portishead, 15, 21, 26 
Portbury (Proposed), 26 
Royal Edward Dock, Avonmouth, 4, 20, 
23, 25, 26, 46, 116 
Totterdown Lock, 4 
London & South Western Railway Co., 
183 (S.W.), 203 
London, 1, 22, 28, 47, 48, 52, 96, 186, 203 
Long, Rt. Hon. Walter H., 76 
Lovers’ Walk, Redland, 168 
LOW, ALDERMAN C. H., 1873-1900 
Low, J. B., 125 
LUCAS, COUNCILLOR E. T., 1861-1863 
Lucas Bros. & Co., 128 
Lucas, Gwyer & Co., 12 
LUCAS, ALDERMAN J. F., 1870-1883 
‘Lusitania’, R.M.S., Sinking of, 136 
Lympsham, Weston-super-Mare, 152 


Lysaght, Florence, 57 
Lysaght, John, 31, 57 
Lysaght, John, Ltd., 57, 60 
Lysaght, T. R., 49 


M 


MacDermot, E. T., 206 

Madrigal Society, 83 

Manchester, 22 

Manilla Hall, Clifton Down, 80 

Manning, Hayman, Baker & Co., 88 

Mansion House, Clifton Down, 121 

MARDON, COUNCILLOR HEBER, 
1891-1893 

Mardon Son & Hall Ltd., 129 

MARSHALL, COUNCILLOR A., 1892- 
1893 

Marwood, Devon, 49 

Maxse, John, 4 

Mayfield, Cribbs Causeway, 67 

Mayor’s Dues, See ‘‘Dues”’ 

McCurrich, J. M., Docks Engineer, 20, 21, 22 

Mearns, Ayrshire, 79 

Merchant Venturers, Society of, 2-8, 11, 16, 
27, 30, 33, 206 

Mere, Wiltshire, 98 

MEREWEATHER, COUNCILLOR W., 
1889-1891 

Merrywood Hall, Merrywood, Bedminster, 
123 

Midland Railway Co., 24, 28, 117, 183, 198 

Milan, 162 

Miles Bank, Bristol, 133-35 

MILES, COUNCILLOR J. W., 1848-1868 

Miles, P. J., 12, 133 

Miles, P. W.S., 12, 16, 85, 140, 166 

Miles family, Landowners, bankers, 133-35 

MILES, COUNCILLOR W. H., 1868-1886 

Miles, Sir William, Bart., 134, 135, 161 

Milford, 22 

Mill Hill School, 195 

Minehead, Harley House, 153 

Montreal, 196 

MOORE, COUNCILLOR R., 1883-1887 

Moorland Lodge, Durdham Park, 137 

Morley, Samuel, M.P., 91, 133 

Muller, George, 143 

Municipal Reform, 5, 6, 31, 94, 177 

Mythe, The, Stoke Bishop, 162 


N 


Naish, Councillor Henry, 18 

Naish, Henry, Edmund and Joseph, 138 

NAISH, ALDERMAN W., 1848-1859, 
1861-1870, 1871-1873 

Napoleon I, 152 


Narberth, 75 

Narrow Quay, 2 

NASH, ALDERMAN C., 1853-1878 
Nash, Councillor J. E., 141 

Nash, Vaughan, 141 

National Dock Labour Board, 181 
National Telephone Co., 139 
Navigation Acts, 28 

Nelson Street, 92,93 

Netham, 31 

Neustrie, Battle of, 152 


Newbridge Towers, Newbridge, Bath, 152 


Newcastle, 192 

Newport, 183 

Newport Coal & Coke Co. Ltd., 158 
Newspapers, Bristol, 206 

Newton Abbot, 31, 197 

New York: Bristol liners, 194, 196 
Nicholas Street, No. 24, 20, 142 
Nicholls, W. L., 129 

Ninetree Hill, No. 2 (Rosemont), 175 
North Somerset Yeomanry, 161 
North Street Wesleyan School, 75 
Norway, 9 

Nova Scotia, 192 


O 


Old Bank, Bristol, 133, 135 

Old Market Street Sugar Refinery, 163 
Olive, L. Ashman, 40 

Overseers of the Poor, Bristol, 8 


| 


Palmer, Henry A., 12 

Paragon, The, Clifton, No. 13, 179 
Pares, R., 207 

Park Place, Clifton, No. 13, 131 
Park Row, Bristol College, 181 
Park Street, 


No. 37, 34 
No. 41 


» 34 
PARSONS, ALDERMAN E., 1890-1929 


Patent Nut & Bolt Co., 189 
Payne, Major Selwood and sister, 49 
Peel, Sir Robert, 28 
Pembroke Road, Clifton, 
No. 72 (Madely House), 88 
No. 81, 108 
No. 83, 164 
No. 87 (Lanoy House), 145 
No. 93 (West Town House), 71 
No. 96, 80 
No. 131 (St. Roque), 80 
No. 133 (North Hill Villa), 144 
Pensford, Somerset, 128 
Perrin, Miss, 182 


PERRY, COUNCILLOR B., 1897-1900 
PETHICK, COUNCILLOR T., 1864-1872 


PETHICK, ALDERMAN W., 1874-1887 
Pevsner, Nicholaus, 49, 181, 207 
Philadelphia, U.S.A., 196 
Philadelphia Street, 175 
PHIPPEN, ALDERMAN R., 1848-1852 
Phippen & Craven, 146, 147 
‘*Phoenix’’, 8.8., 193 
Pike, G. A., vii 
Pike, W. T. & Co., 206 
Pill pilots, 192 
Pinney, Shipowner, 5 
Pitts, Son & King Ltd., Plymouth, 104 
Plimsoll, Samuel, M.P., 136 
Poland, 9 
Ponton & Gough, 181 
Poole Bros., 149 
POOLE, COUNCILLOR J., 1848-1872 
Poole family, 149 
Poole, Paul, R. A., 148 
Population of Bristol, 28, 29, 30 
Port of Bristol Authority (See Bristol Docks 
Committee) 
Portbury Dock, proposed, 21, 24 (1896), 25, 
26, 85 
Portishead, 
Corporation land, 43 
Dock Act (1871), 14, 85 
Dock opened, (1879) 15 
Lock dimensions, 15, 26 
Pier opened, (1868) 14 
Proposed extension (1896), 21, 24 
Railway opened, (1867) 14 
Trade, 17, 19 
Transfer to Corporation (1884), 19 
Portland Square, No. 27, 42 
Portugal, 9 
POWELL, COUNCILLOR W. A. F., 1878- 
1881 
Powell, Ricketts & Co., 150 
Preston Docks, 22 
Prichard, Henry, & Co. Ltd., 80 
Prince Albert, 163 
Prince of Wales (later King George V), 92 
Princes Wharf Granary, Bristol, 17, 20, 182 
Priory Road, Clifton, No. 6, 92 
Proctor, H. & T., 72 
Proctor, Alderman Thomas, 72, 121 
Protheroes, Shipowners, 5 
Protheroe and Brown, 192 
Prussia, 9 


Q 
Quay Warden, 5 
Quebec, 193, 196 


Queen Charlotte Street, Queen Square, 181 
No. 3, 164 
No. 17, 75 
Queen Charlton, Somerset, 161 
Queen Square, 
No. 3, 110, 112 
No. 9, 158 
No. 18, Docks Offices, 1, 9, 19 (No. 19) 
No. 22, 102 
No. 29, 144 
No. 38, 154 
Proposed Central Station, 85 
Volunteer Parade, 59 


R 
Railway routes opened (1841-1854), 8, 28 
Rate (for Docks) on City property, 7 (1803), 
8, 10 (1848), 10 (1910), 10 (1848-1940), 
11 (1860), 20 (1893), 22 (1896), 27, 28, 
68 (1850), 84, 115, 116 
Red Lodge, Park Row, 81 
Redcliff, 
Alfred Wharf, 117 
Caves, 117 
Hill, 189 
Mills at Redcliff Back, 16, 17, 19, 30, 41, 
42-47 
River Avon at, 4, 5, 27 
R. and W. King, 9, 114, 117, 118 
St. Mary Redcliff, 16, 41 
Wharf, 117 
Redcliff Parade, No. 2, 114, 118 
Redcliff Street, 
No. 24, 185 
Nos. 25-27, 183 
No. 100, 123 
No. 107, 128 
No. 123, 136 
No. 127, 143 
**Rhoda’’, 8.8., 192 
Richmond Cottage, Hanover Place, Clifton, 
154 
Richmond Hill, Clifton, No. 3, 176 
RIDDER, COUNCILLOR L. DE, 1894- 


1895 

RING, COUNCILLOR R. C., 1881-1883 
Ringer, Edwards & Co., 82 
Riseley, George, 101 
River Street, near Frome Bridge, 177 
Robinson, Alfred, 14 
Robinson, Councillor Elisha Smith, 14, 15 
Robinson, E. 8S. & A., 14, 31 
Robinson, John, 30 
ROBINSON, ALDERMAN R., 1848-1875 
Rodney House, Clifton Road, Clifton, 63, 106 
Rodney Place, Clifton, 

No. 1, 118 


No. 7, 57; 59 


Roseneath, Willsbridge 53 
Royal Artillery, 54 
Royal Edward Dock, Avonmouth, 2, 10, 
20-25, 116, 124-125, 142, 152, 197-202 
Lock dimensions, 4, 23, 25-26, 46 
Royal Engineers, 195 
Royal Insurance Co. Ltd., 41, 57 
Royal York Crescent, Clifton, 
No. 1, 110 
No. 5, 136 
No. 8, 49 
No. 38, 112 
Royal York Villas, No. 4, 103 
Rupert Street, 197 
Russia, 9 
Russian Consul, 34 


S 


St. Augustine’s Drawbridge, 5, 105 

St. Augustine’s fountain, 110 

“St. George’, S.V., 4 

St. George’s Road, Hotwells, 81 

St. James’s Churchyard, 109 

St. Mary’s, Stoke Bishop, 172 

St. Michael’s Hill House, 79 

St. Philips and St. Jacobs, 53 

St. Stephens, Bristol, 154 

St. Stephen’s Wharf, Quayhead, 148 

St. Vincent’s Hall, Clifton Park, 181 

St. Vincent Rocks Hotel, 68 

SANDERS, COUNCILLOR G. E., 1848- 
1851 

Sanit 59 

Savile, Albany, 75 

Saville Place, Clifton, No. 1, 68, 69 

Saville Place, Clifton, No. 9, 99 

Scarborough, 192 

Scott, Miss, 4.7 

Sea Wall Villas, Stoke Bishop, No. 2, 83 

Severn Canal Company, 31 

Severn tunnel, 204 

Severn & Wye Railway, 169 

Sewage, proposed removal from river, 21 

Shaw, Councillor J. G., 10 

Shannon Court, Corn Street, go 

Shannon & Grebenik, 28, 206 

SHARLAND, COUNCILLOR J., 1895- 
189 

Shiepoerd: Alderman Frank, 171 

Ship dimensions, 4 

Shipping statistics, 29, 30 

Shoeburyness, 180 

Shrewsbury School, 59, 88 

Sicilies, Kingdom of the Two, 36 

Sion Spring, Clifton, 68 

Slave Abolition Act, 1833, 7, 133 

Small Street, No. 17, 191 


SMITH, ALDERMAN A. J., 1898-1908 
Smith, A. J., Ltd., 158 
Smith, John, 158 
SMITH, ALDERMAN W., 1870-1882 
Smyth, Sir Greville, 85, 90 
Sneyd Park, Houses at, 
Avongrove, 197 
Councillor Derham’s house, 77 
Downside House, Downleaze, 104 
Woodside, 48, 145 
Society of Friends, 138, 168, 188 
Somerset & Dorset Railway, 183 
South Devon Railway, 96, 170 
South Molton, Devon, 129 
South Western Railway, 183, 203 (L. & S.W.) 
Spain, 9 
Spillers & Bakers Ltd., (now Spillers Ltd.), 
19, 30, 41, 46, 47, 159 
Staines, Middlesex, 170 
Standish House, Stonehouse, 57 
Stapleton, 
Clift House, 128 
Stapleton Court, 191 
Stephens, J. Weston, 190 
STEPHENS, ALDERMAN R. G., 1895- 
-IQII 
Stevens, Mrs. Yate, 190 
Stevenson, Robert Louis, 193 
Stoate & Hosegood, 120 
Stoke Bishop, Houses at, 
Avonleigh, 143 
Cook’s Folly, 39 
Down House, 75 
Druid’s Stoke, 188 
The Grove, 170 
The Mythe, 162 
St. Marys, 172 
No 2 Sea Walls Villas, 83 
Stokes Croft, No. 1, 175 
Stone, G. F., 207 
Stonebridge Sugar-house, 176 
Stopford, Lady Grace, 54. 
Stratton Street, St. Pauls, 42 
Stroud, Paul Wathen’s Mill, 186 
Summerhill House, St. George, 62 
Sundon House, Clifton Down, 159 
Surinam, 9 
Suspension Bridge Company, 99 
Syer, Painting by, 121 
Sykes Ltd., Daniel, 128 


T 
Taff Vale Railway Co., 149 


Taunton, 39 

Taylor, Edmund Judkin, 162 
Taylor, George, 192 

Taylor, Henry, 125-126 


Taylor & Low Bros. Ltd., 125 
Taylor, Thomas, 162-163 
TAYLOR, COUNCILLOR T. T., 1863- 
1878 
Teast, Sydenham, 73 
Temple Back, 153, 170 
Temple Gate, 71, 98 
Temple Gate Pottery, 150 
Temple Street, Nos. 11-13, 143 
TERRELL, COUNCILLOR F., 1858-1883 
THOMAS, COUNCILLOR C. J., 1848- 
1878 
Thomas, Christopher, & Bros. Ltd., 31, 166, 
167 
Thomas, Fripp & Thomas, 166 
THOMAS, COUNCILLOR G., 1848-1852 
Thomas & Co., 168 
‘Thomas, Herbert, 167 
Thomas, John, 49 
Thomas, Josiah, 190 
Timber Trade Federation, 126 
Todd, Councillor W. A., 198, 200, 201 
TOTHILL, COUNCILLOR W., 1848-1855 
Totnes School, Devon, 104 
Totterdown Lock, 
TOVEY, GOUNCILLOR R. G., 1887-1891 
Towerhurst, Leigh Woods, 125 
Town Dues, See “‘Dues’’ 
TOWNSEND, ALDERMAN C., 1877-1882 
Townsend, J. H., 172 
Trade, 
1846, 8, 9 
Canadian, 22, 196 
Coastal shipping, 29, 30 
Foreign shipping, 29, 30 
Grain, American, 16 
», Black Sea, 16 
», 1870-1880, 17 
5, 1887-1895, 17 
» competitive rates, 18, 19 
» Increase from 1849, 28 
Tea, 47 
Timber, 9, 28 
Trevelyan, G. M., 28, 206 
Trinity College, Oxford, 179 
Turner, Nott & Co. Ltd., 104 
TWIGGS, ALDERMAN H. W., 1890-1896, 
1900-1929 
Tyndalls Park Road, 
No. 1, 74 
Derrystone, 53 
The Grange, 191 


U 


Umberleigh, Devon, 49 
Union Street, 173 
United Gas Co., 163 


United Kingdom Pilots’ Association, 67 
University College, Oxford, 195 
Upper Belgrave Road, Clifton, 
No. 3, 52 
No. 13, 121 
Ushers Trowbridge Brewery, 78 


V 


Victoria Square, Cotham, No. 7 (Newbury 
House), 92 
Victoria Street, 197 
No. 65, 175 
Vincent, Albert, 171 
Vines’ Academy, Kingsdown, 92 
VINING, ALDERMAN J., 1848-1858 
VISGER, COUNCILLOR H., 1848-1856 
Visger & Miller, 177 


WwW 


WAIT, GOUNCILLOR CG., 1853-1854 
WAIT, GOUNCILLOR H. W. K., 1895- 
1908 
Wait & James, 179, 182 
WAIT, ALDERMAN W. K., 1870-1885 
Wait family, 179 
Walker, Dr. Eliza, 182 
WALL, ALDERMAN J. CG., 1876-1885 
Wall, James, 183 
Wapping, Bristol, 4, 73, 127, 178 
WARREN, COUNCILLOR A. W., 1866- 
1871 
Water Bailiff, 5 
WATHEN, ALDERMAN SIR C., 1884- 
1890 
Wathen, Lady, 186 
WEDMORE, COUNCILLOR T., 1872- 
1877 
Wells, Charles, 206-207 
Wells Road, Totterdown, No. 186 (High- 
grove), 158 
Welsh Back, 179 
Welsh Back Granary, 23, 181, 182 
West Africa, 9, 30, 114 
Westbury-on-Trym, 
Eastfield, 177 
Southfield, 129 
Westbury Park, No. 19 (Sunnyside), 93 
West of England and South Wales Bank, 49 
Western Wagon & Property Co., 93 
West Indies, 4, 7, 9, 30, 51, 54, 67, 75, 1545 
IQI, 207 
West Mall, Clifton, 
No. 5, 72 
No. 7, 188 
Lodging houses at, 188 


WESTON, COUNCILLOR SIR J. D 
1884-1886 
Weston-super-Mare, 120, 152, 153, 176 
West Park, Clifton, No. 6 (Park Cottage), 148 
West Street, Bedminster, South View House, 
132 
Wetherell, Sir Charles, K.C., 94 
WETHERMAN, GOUNCILLOR J., 1855- 
1877 
Wharfage Dues, See ‘““Dues”’ 
Whatley Road, Clifton, No. 12, 131 
Whitchurch: The Manor House, 153 
Whiteladies Road, 152 
Cradley House, 51 
WHITWILL, COUNCILLOR MARK, 
1871-1878, 1884-1891 
Whitwill family, 192-196, 206 
Wick House, Durdham Down, 148 
“William Miles’’, S.V., 4 
Willis, John, 38 
WILLS, COUNCILLOR CHARLES, 
1883-1895, 1897-1898 
Mrs. Wills, 202 
WILLS, COUNCILLOR GEORGE, 1876- 
1882 
Wills, W. D. & H. O., 69, 176 
Willsbridge, near Bristol, 53 
Wilson, Miss, 141 
Winchester College, 179 
Windsor Terrace, Clifton, No. 3, 65 
Woodcote, Fleet, Hants., 54 
Woodland, Miss Julia, 119 
Woodside, Sneyd Park, 48, 145 
Woodstock Road, Redland, 175 
Woodward, George Rocke, 112 
Woodward, Maria Miss, 112 
Worcester, 183 
Worcester Villas, Clifton, 
No. 2, 181 
No. 3, 204 
Wraxall, Charlton House, 51 
Wraxall Court, 84 
Wright, Henry, 60 
Wright, W., & Sons, 60 
Wrington, Somerset, 31, 77 


B's 


Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, 192 
Yate House, Glos., 88 
Yeovil, 39 ~ 


Zealand, 9 
Zulu campaign, 69 


